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NEPAL DISASTER

Shah blames global warming;
flood death toll climbs t01,243

A woman looks on during the final rites of victims of the flash floods at Pashupati Aarey Ghat in
Kathmandu on Wednesday. TAsHI ToBGYAL

Global community
must work to reduce
climaterisks, says PM

Yubaraj Ghimire
Kathmandu, September 2

EXACTLY Aweek after the flash
flood that has left a trail of dev-
astationin atleast three districts
adjoining Kathmandu, Prime
Minister Balendra Shah on
Wednesday made arare appear-
ancein Parliament, hisfourthin
as many months, and said
Nepal will seekjustice aswell as
support from the international
community towards rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction.

He said the flash flood on
August 26 was something that
could not have been antici-
pated, but the government
acted efficiently without any
loss of time. Shah praised the
role of security agencies which
jumped intothe search and res-
cue mission immediately, and
succeeded in rescuing more

than 13,000 people.

Shah did not confirm the
possibility of his leading a Ne-
pali delegation to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly, but said there is
need to make a strong case for
justice for the loss and damage
that Nepal, with its many snow-
capped mountains, faces.

Headded that Nepalisa vic-
tim of global warming and car-
bon emissions largely from in-
dustrialised countries.

Briefing the House of Rep-
resentatives about the devasta-
tion caused by the floods, Shah
said, “This incident shows the
increasingrisk the people of the
mountain region have to bear
with the occurrence of climate
change... There is a global con-
tribution behind climate
change. And the responsibility
tomanage and minimise its ef-
fects also rests on the global
community.”

The Prime Minister had ear-
lier said that what happened
last week was a tragedy that hit
the nation, but what the Nepa-
lese army, police and the armed
police force were doing was

commendable.

“The flood water gushing
intothe tunnel along with mud
isnotanormal situation thatis
seen elsewhere and the rescue
operation becomes difficult
and there is no available tech-
nology towin over it.”

The death toll from Nepal’s
devastating flash floods rose to
1,243 on Wednesday, with
nearly 4,875 still missing, as res-
cuers battled continuos rain
and debris.

Speaking about the interna-
tional assistance, Shah said,
“Thereisno question about not
accepting international assis-
tance at this magnitude of cri-
sis, and we have coordinated
with the international commu-
nity to receive support and as-
sistance since the beginning.”

Hesaid the government has
followed protocols, legal and
scientific norms in handling
bodies of unidentified victims
and buried them for now after
taking their DNA --so that these
could be exhumed later if
relatives came to claim a body.

—WITHPTIINPUTS

Where roads end, drones carry
the dead home in flood-hit areas

Kathmandu: In the flood-rav-
aged hills of Nepal, drones are
doing something far beyond
their traditional role of taking
aerial photographs or mapping
— carrying the dead home.

Seven bodies were airlifted
bydronesthisweek from Devig-
hat-3 in Nuwakot to Devighat-5,
from an area so difficult and
dangerous to navigate that res-
cuers could not safely reach it,
according to a report published
in The Kathmandu Post news-
paper on Wednesday.

It was “perhaps their most
unusual role yet”, the report said.

The drone team included
personnel from Nepal Police,

Nepal Army, and drone manu-
facturing company GarudX.

Theunusual operationisthe
latest example of how drones,
are quietly becoming an extra
pairofhandsand eyesin Nepal's
disaster response. In Devighat-
3, one of the worst-hit areas, an
Al-enabled drone recently flew
over stranded villagers, its loud-
speaker asking them a series of
simple questions: Do you have
water? Food? Medicine? Vil-
lagers were asked to raise their
handsin response.

“Based on villagers’ re-
sponse, we make an assessment
for what they require and send
delivery through drones,” Milan

Pandey, director of Airlift Tech-
nology and a drone pilot, was
quoted as saying by Post report.
The drone also asked people
to provide a phone number or
address, which could be written
onaplacard oreveninthe mud,
allowing operators to identify
theirlocation and requirements.
“We supplied at least 1.5
tonnes of emergency supplies,
including food, to the affected
areasinthreedays,” Pandey said.
Inanother operation, adrone
was flown inside the tunnel of
Upper Trishuli-1 hydropower
project, where scores of workers
are believed to have been
trapped following floods. PTI

In Egypt, Xicalls
for new security
framework

for West Asia

Reuters
Cairo, Beijing, September 2

CHINESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinp-
ingcalled on West Asian nations
to oppose external interference
and consider reshapingregion’s
security order during a visit to
Egypt Wednesday, as Beijing
seeks to expand its influence
amid the US war against Iran.

Xi’s first trip to West Asia in
four years comes as US partners
intheregion reassess their stra-
tegic relationships after months
of conflict that have disrupted
trade, shaken economies and
raised questions about Wash-
ington’s long-termrole.

Egypt, itself a major US de-
fence partner that receives
around $1.3 billion annually in
military aid from Washington,
has been steadily increasing
economic and military cooper-
ation with China in recent years.

Welcomed by President
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi with a mili-
tary ceremony in Cairo, Xi said
countriesintheregionshouldbe
“masters of their own destiny”
and “explore a new regional se-
curity architecture”, according
to China’s state news agency
Xinhua.

Xialso said Chinawasready
to work with regional countries
tosafeguard shippingroutes, an
issue that has taken on greater
importance after conflict dis-
rupted traffic through the Strait
of Hormuz and Bab al-Mandeb.

U.S. SAYS IT TARGETED IRGC SITES IN RESPONSE TO STRIKES ON SHIPPING

USbombs Iran again, Tchran
hits back atbases across Gulf

in US strikes; Iran:
Wedding venue hit

Reuters
Washington, Dubai,
September 2

IRANIANS AND their Arab
neighbours feared a return of
war Wednesday after the biggest
exchange of fire between Tehran
and Washington since July, with
US forces striking Iran’s south-
ern coast and Iran firing at
American bases across region.

The US threatened more
devastatingstrikes. Iran accused
Washington of hittingawedding
party, killing four people and
wounding dozens. Its health
minister latersaid 18 intotalhad
been killed and 108 injured in
the latest wave of US strikes.

The US military said it struck
air defences, radar systems,
maritime assets, mine-layingca-
pabilities and communications
sites on Tuesday. Iran reported
hits on multiple targets near the
Strait of Hormuz.

Iran responded by striking
what it said were US assets in
Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait and
Iraq,and said itsaim wasnowto
drive USforces from the vast net-
workof military basesthey have

Debris surrounds a car at the site of US strike in Kuhestak, southern
Iran, on Wednesday. ReUTERS

across West Asia.

“American evil in the region
will be met with heavier, more
widespread, and devastating re-
sponses, and any country that
cooperates with the aggressive
American army must accept its
dangerous consequences,”
Iran’s military command said.

Iransaid itkilled US forcesin
Jordanand atabaseinnorthern
Iraq, but US officials told Reuters
there were no casualties, accord-
ingtoinitial assessments.

In Kuwait, Iran said it had
carried out a missile and drone
attack on the vast US Ali Al
Salem Air Base and targeted the
accommodation of a US com-
mander. Kuwait’s fire service

Russian drones crash into central
Kyiv on seventh day of attacks

Reuters
Kyiv, September 2

RUSSIAN DRONES tore into
central Kyiv on Wednesday
morning, wounding nine
people and damaging residen-
tial and university buildings on
the seventh day of nearly round-
the-clock attacks that have up-
ended daily life in the city.

Moscow’s new air campaign
against Ukrainian capital and
surrounding region has killed
dozens of civilians and dis-
rupted logistics as Kyiv struggles
to shoot down the jet-powered
drones swarming in waves.

Wednesday’s attack on a
downtown university took place
while students were in class,
forcingsome 160 toseek shelter,
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said. The mounting attacks
come as Ukraine braces for a
new season of Russian strikes on
energy infrastructure, amid a
critical shortage of US-designed
missile interceptors needed to
down ballistic missiles.

Earlier on Wednesday, Rus-
sia struck power facilities in the

Joshua Wwong pleads gullty to “Western collusion’

David Pierson
September 2

JOSHUA WONG, a prominent
Hong Kong pro-democracy ac-
tivist, pleaded guilty on Wed-
nesday to collusion for lobbying
Western lawmakers, a case that
shows how China treatsinterna-
tional outreach asa national se-
curity crime. The maximum
penalty for colluding with for-
eign forcesislife in prison.
Wong was accused of con-
spiring with other campaigners

Joshua Wong

tolobbylawmakers, particularly
those in the United States like
Nancy Pelosi and Marco Rubio,

to impose sanctions on Hong
Kong and China. The cam-
paigners sought to pressure offi-
cials in China and Hong Kong
for greater democratic rights in
the semiautonomous territory.

Wong, who turns 30 next
month, was one of the youngest
activistsin ademocracy move-
ment that was quashed in 2020
after China introduced a
sweeping national security law
that effectively outlawed politi-
cal dissent in Hong Kong.

In a sign of the sensitivity

around the case, police officers
in tactical vests and police ve-
hicles surrounded the court-
house where Wong’s case was
being heard on Wednesday.
He is already serving an al-
most five-year prison term for
hisrolein an unofficial primary
election in 2020 organized by
the city’s pro-democracy camp
that the authorities deemed
subversive. That case, the city’s
largest national security trial,
led to the conviction of Wong
and over 40 former politicians.

southern Odesa region with
missiles and drones, authorities
said, knocking out power to
more than 350,000 homes.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Tuesday he had or-
dered his forces to prepare new
campaign of “massive” strikes.

“Unfortunately, there has
been far toolittle response from
the world and its most influen-
tial leadersto this latest Russian
escalation of strikes,” Zelen-
skyy wrote on X.

Two people were also killed
and eight wounded in Russian
strikes on the southeastern city
of Dnipro, the regional gov-
ernor said, where food ware-
houses and educational build-
ings were damaged.

Loud explosions thundered
through Kyiv Wednesday
morning as air defences tar-
geted incoming drones.

Earlier this week, Kyiv
Mayor Vitali Klitschko said his
city's defence council had ap-
pealed to the government to
ease the wartime curfew and
other traffic restrictions during
alerts.

After droneevent,
EUtohitRussia
withmorecurbs

Brussles: European Commis-
sion chief Ursulavon der Leyen
vowed on Wednesday to in-
crease pressure on Russia, in-
cluding with new sanctions,
after an attempted drone attack
at Leipzig/Halle Airport in Ger-
many that she said showed Mos-
cow's growing “recklessness”.
"Europe and NATO will not
just maintain our pressure on
Russia; we will increase it, and
we will not stop — not until
Russia stops bombing and kill-
inginnocent children, men and
women in Ukraine,” von der
Leyen said in Brussels.
“Europeans are faced with
the hard truth that this is the
new normal. We have to step
up, and that meansbeing ready
torespond to Russia’s reckless-
ness faster and better.”
REUTERS

said it put out a blaze at a resi-
dential complex hit by a drone.

Qatar, home ofthelargest US
airbase in the Gulf, said it held
Iran responsible for attacks and
their repercussions. Bahrain,
which housesthe regional head-
quarters of the US Navy, said Ira-
nian drones were intercepted
and destroyed.

Iran also said two tankers
had been struck by mines while
being steered through the Strait
of Hormuz by US personnel.

Iran blacklisted 11 more
ships, bringing the total number
of such vessels to 56, a govern-
mentwebsite showed, meaning
it would consider them subject
to fines, confiscation or deten-

* BRIEFLY

Now that we

have itunder
USA control, should
we change the name
Hormuz Strait to
TRUMPSTRAIT ?”

DONALD TRUMP,
U.S. PRESIDENT

tion if they try to sail through
Strait without permission.

However, US President Don-
ald Trump repeated his asser-
tion that the strait was open to
shipping. “Now that we have it
under USA control, should we
change the name Hormuz Strait
to TRUMP STRAIT???,” Trump
said in a post on Truth Social.

Iran said four people includ-
ing a 4-year-old were Kkilled
while celebrating a wedding at
ahome in Sirik.

Iranian media said as many
as 68 were wounded there, and
released images of injured
children in hospital.

Reuters was unable to inde-
pendently verify the incident.

US Navy Captain Tim Haw-
kins, a spokesperson for Central
Command, said: “We are aware
of reports, which originated
from Iranian state media. The
U.S. military never targets civil-
ians, unlikethe IRGC,” referring
to Iran’s Revolutionary Guards.

UNITED STATES

$1 coin with Trump’s face goes on

sale, canbeused aslegal tender
THE $1 COIN designed to celebrate

America’s 250th birthday and seem-
ingly President Donald Trump,
whose face gazes from one side of the
gold finish, will go on sale Wednes-
day, accordingthe USMint.The
coin’sdesign — Trump’s visage as
“heads” and the Great Seal of the US
as “tails”

—wasgiven the stamp of

approval this year by US Commission
of Fine Arts. The coins, which canbe

The $1coin featuring
President Donald
Trump’simage. FILE

EGYPT

22 killed after
bus overturns

AT LEAST 22 people,
including Egyptians and
Jordanians, were Killed
Wednesdayin a passenger
bus crashin Egypt’s Sinai
Peninsula, authoritiesin
both countries said.
Twenty-eight others were
injured, official said. AP

used aslegal tender, stirred criticism
because federal law bars depiction of
living president on currency. REUTERS

TURKEY

2tankers collide,
10 of crew missing

A TURKISH cargo ship

with 10 crew aboard sank
Wednesday after a collision
with a tanker offIstanbul,
Turkish authorities said. A
lifeboat have been found but
thereisnosign ofthe crew,
the General Directorate of
Maritime Affairs said. AP

Times Square stabbing: Bank of America V-P killed

New York: A Bank of America
vice president was killed in a
stabbing in New York City’s
Times Square Monday, sending
a shock wave through the bank
after the random incident took
place in broad daylight in heart
of the city’s tourist industry.

Erin Piacenti, 32, was a vice
president in BofA's business se-
lection and conflicts unit, ac-
cording to her LinkedIn profile.
The NYPD said that the suspect
was a woman with a history of
mental health issues.

Erin Piacenti

“We are shocked and deeply
saddened by the tragic loss of
our colleague. She was a valued

teammate who will be greatly
missed. Our hearts go out to her
family and all of herloved ones,”
the US banking giant said in an
emailed statement to Reuters .
New York City Mayor Zohran
Mamdani said Monday in a
press briefing that a woman
carrying multiple large knives
stabbed two people in Times
Square before police used a
Taser and fired their weapons.
Piacenti sustained stab
woundsintheincidentand was
later pronounced dead, the

NYPD said. A 68-year-old male
also sustained stabwounds and
wasinstable condition, itadded.
NYPD Commissioner Jessica
Tisch said the attacks, which
took place on August 31 aap-
peared tobe random and unpro-
voked. “The investigation re-
mains ongoing by the NYPD
Force Investigation Division,"
the NYPD said in a statement.
The suspect, Pamela Cisne-
ros, a 49-year-old woman, was
killed on Monday as officers re-
sponded. REUTERS

e WHILE SOCIAL MEDIA HAS BEEN AWASH WITH JIBES ABOUT 5,000 ‘LUSTY’ SAILORS, SHORE LEAVE SPENDING INVARIABLY BOOSTS THE LOCAL ECONOMY

Pattaya’s nightlife cyes a boom as war-weary Crew of US warship arrives for ‘R&R’

Sakchai Lalit,
& Jintamas Saksornchi
Pattaya, September 2

THERE’S NO getting around
the fact Thailand’s seaside re-
sort of Pattaya has a lingering
reputation for sex tourism,
even though that’s only part of
the story for the city offering
shore leave for crew members
aboard USS Abraham Lincoln
aircraft carrier.

On Wednesday, USS Abra-
ham Lincoln,which spent nearly
nine monthsatseatosupport US
operations against Iran, docked
at the Laem Chabang port in
Thailand's Chonburi province.
The 5,000 or so sailors and Mar-
ines aboard the nuclear-

powered ship had not been on
shore for more than 260 days,
andreportsemerged last month
of deteriorating mental health
amongthe crew aswell asshort-
agesof key food supplies aboard.

The Lincoln’s crew members
debarked to spend their free
timein nearby Pattaya, aseaside
resort city that US military per-
sonnel have frequented since
the Vietnam War era.

They will be following mil-
lions of other tourists, including
asignificant number of US mili-
tary personnel who take part
everyyearinmajorland and sea
exercises nearby with their Thai
counterparts.

Social media ahead of the
Lincoln’s visit has been awash

withjibesaboutlusty sailors, but
recent visitors say the develop-
ment of more family-friendly at-
tractions means the new, more
wholesome Pattaya over-
shadows its former seedy self.

Shore leave spending boosts
the local economy, and mission
duties often include community
outreach inand around thecity,
about100 kmsoutheast of Bang-
kok. That includes specialized
medical care for villagers or vol-
unteering at orphanages.

But when hundreds or
thousands of sailors have a
chance to enjoy some onshore
liberty, the navy deploys
members of its Shore Patrol to
work side by side with Thai po-
lice to defuse any trouble.

The USS Abraham Lincoln sails toward Laem Chabang Port
in Chonburi province, Thailand, on Wednesday. ap

Navy personnel are likely to
have been reminded that,
though rarely enforced, the law
in Thailand technically bans

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

prostitution, and paying for sex
is a punishable offence under
Article 134 of the Uniform Code
of Military Justice, the legal

framework for US armed forces.
The military connection
goesbackatleasttothe Vietham
War era, when at its height,
40,000-50,000 US service per-
sonnel were stationed in Thai-
land. Bases used by US forces
dotted Thailand, and all at-
tracted their share of nightlife ac-
tivities. Pattaya was close toboth
Sattahip naval base and Thai
Navy’s U-Tapao airfield, which
hosted B-52 bombers.
Elizabeth Becker, author of
Overbooked: The Exploding
Business of Travel and Tourism,
wrote American GIs during the
Vietnam War flocked to Pattaya,
aonce-quiet fishingvillage, “and
it turned into a raunchy seaside
playground.” The military facil-

New Delhi

ities brought a continuous
stream of personnel through
Pattaya, while the 1966 Enter-
tainment Places Act created a
legal gray area allowing the sex
trade to operate semi-openly in
bars and massage parlors — as
something of a private arrange-
ment between customer and
employee — despite a 1960 law
criminalizing prostitution.
Pattaya’sinfrastructure of go-
go clubs and other entertain-
ment venues was marketed to
travellers arriving in greater
numbers due to cheaper travel
and boom in package tours.
Severe economic disparities
brought many young women
and men from Thailand’s poor
northeastern Isan region towork

in Pattaya’s lucrative nightlife
sector. They earned wages far ex-
ceeding rural agricultural in-
comes, allowing them to send
money home to their families.

Prostitution is culturally
taboo, but sex work has quietly
flourished in Thai society for
centuries, with the domestic
market dwarfingthe more glitzy
one for foreigners.

Pattaya underwent another
evolution in the 1990s, with a
new wave of tourists coming
from the erstwhile Soviet Union,
after Communism there col-
lapsed in late 1991. Embracing
modern globalized tourism, the
newcomers came on direct
charter flights benefiting from a
30-day visa-free agreement. AP
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NEW APPOINTM ENTS IN AYODHYA AS PART OF ADMINISTRATIVE SHAKE-UP

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

Rejig after theft: Air commander

in Op Sindoor is Ram temple CEO

Trustinducts three
new members for
administration of
temple affairs

Maulshree Seth

& Amrita Nayak Dutta
Lucknow, New Delhi,
September 2

IN A major administrative
overhaul of the Ram Mandir
Trust in Ayodhya, two months
after the arrest of eight men
over the alleged theft of do-
nated funds, Air Marshal (retd)
Jeetendra Mishra, who com-
manded the IAF’s Western Air

(From left) Air Marshal (retd) Jeetendra Mishra; Ram temple’s new trust members Mahesh

Bhagchandka, Madan Mohan Pandey and Dr Nirmala Yadav.

Command during Operation
Sindoor in May 2025, was Wed-
nesday appointed the first
Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
of the Shri Ram Janmbhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust.

The Trust named three new
trustees, including its first
woman member, and re-

shuffled key office-bearer
posts. Swami Govind Dev Giri
has been appointed the Trust
general secretary while newly-
inducted trustee and M2K
Group chairman Mahesh Bhag-
chandka will be the treasurer.
The two other new trustees
are Madan Mohan Pandey,

RELATED REPORTS, PAGE 6

former Additional Advocate
General of Uttar Pradesh who
had a leading role in the Ram
Janmabhoomi case in courts;
and Dr Nirmala Yadav, aretired
college principal from Shikoha-
bad.

In first remarks after being
named CEO, Mishra told news

agency ANI: “I consider this a
great fortune that they chose
me from so many candidates. I
also consider this the blessing
of Lord Ram that after 43 years
of service to the nation in the
Air Force, he has given me the
opportunity to serve Sri Ram
Mandir and Sri Ram bhakts.”
He was among seven top
military officers awarded the
Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal for
their role in Operation Sindoor.
Following the registration of
an FIR over the alleged theft
and arrest of eight menin June,

three officials, including Trust |

general secretary Champat Rai,
stepped down from their posts.
Two SITs were formed to probe

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Noida labour protest:
Allahabad High Court
quashes detention of

25-yr-old under NSA

DU graduate AKkriti
Chaudharyisin
custody since April

Drishti Jain
Noida, September 2

DESCRIBING THE invocation
of the stringent National Secur-
ity Act (NSA) against Akriti
Chaudhary, a 25-year-old stu-
dent held in connection with
the Noida workers’ protest in
April this year, as “arbitrary and
vague”, the Allahabad High
Court Wednesday quashed her
detention.

The High Court was hear-
ing the habeas corpus plea of
Chaudhary, a 25-year-old Delhi
University graduate from Dur-
gapur in West Bengal, who was
initially picked up on April 11.
Subsequently, the government
invoked the NSA on May 13.
She has since been in custody
in Kasna jail in Gautam Bud-

Business as Usual
By EP UNNY

toketh Figers

POLITICS racEs

FIRST TIME SINCE
MANIPUR UNREST,
2KUKIMLASATTEND
HOUSE SESSION

Akriti Chaudhary has been
namedin 11 FIRs

dha Nagar.

A bench of Justices Atul
Sreedharan and Achal Sachdev
dictated the order in court. A
fine print of the order is awaited.

Additional Government Ad-
vocate Nitesh Kumar Srivastava,
appearing for the state, con-
firmed that the detention was
quashed but did not comment
onthe compensation granted to
her or the Court’s observations.

Senior Advocate Colin Gon-
salves, who appeared for
Chaudhary, said the High Court

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Lastritesin Nepal, toll over 1,200

A family member performs the last rites of Prabin Khadka, a taxi driver, at Pashupati Arya Ghat in Kathmandu, Wednesday. The death toll

from the devastating flash flood in Nepal crossed 1,200 with nearly 5,000 people still missing. TasHI ToBGYAL
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Note on meeting over caste census
rewritten after Mmlstry pushback

Shyamlal Yadav
New Delhi, September 2

THE COUNTING of castein the
2027 Census has become a
political flashpoint with the
government opting for an
“open-ended question” format
rather than a drop-down menu,
and Leaders of Opposition in
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun
Kharge, slamming the decision,
saying social justice policies
cannot be effectively imple-
mented without accurate data.

The Indian Express has
learnt that two key government
arms behind the exercise, Of-

EXPLAINED

2011 dilemma

The open-ended response
formatleaves a problemthat
had complicated the 2011
exercise: howto convert mil-
lions of individual responses
intoreliable, standardised
caste datawithoutappearing
todetermine or alter what
respondents have reported.

fice of the Registrar General of
India (ORGI) and Ministry of

Social Justice and Empower-
ment (MoSJE), were not always
on the same page, either.
Sources said Ministry offi-
cials expressed their willing-
ness to share the list of OBCs,
maintained by the National
Commission for Backward
Classes (NCBC), for the caste
enumeration exercise at a key
meeting on June 1. But the
offer, sources said, was not re-
flected accurately in an initial
draft of the minutes of this
meeting prepared by the Regis-
trar General’s office.
Following a pushback, the
Registrar General’s office
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Happening
today

®EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister
S Jaishankar will begin his three-
day visit to Ukraine and Poland.

®BCCITO hold areview meet-
ing featuring head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir and chairman of

selectors Ajit Agarkar.

TRACK THESE AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

NATION

SIXYEARS AFTER
DISHA SALIAN’S
DEATH, BOMBAY HC
ORDERS CBIPROBE
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Hum pal, pal aapke
saath hai

11

aCunha

RS member Raghav
Chadhadeleted
from Punjab draft
SIR, alleges vendetta

EC conducts SIR, Punjab Govt has no
role in exercise: State official, AAP

Jatin Anand & Damini Nath
New Delhi, September 2

AN ESTIMATED 13.37 crore
names have been deleted
across the country from draft
electoral rolls prepared during
the Election Commission’s
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
over the past year. One of them
is that of the youngest Rajya
Sabha MP — Raghav Chadha,
who was elected as an Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) nomineein
2022 and crossed over to the
BJPin April this year.

The deletion has sparked a
political faceoff. While Chadha
hasalleged “political vendetta”
by the AAP government in
Punjab, asenior Punjab govern-
ment official and the AAP
countered that the SIR is con-
ducted by the EC and the state
government has “norole”.

Chadha’s name appears on
the list of those deleted in the
Punjab draft roll, which was

Elected as AAP RS nomineein
2022, joined BJPin April 2026

published on August 13, Elec-
tion Commission records show.
This is the ASDD list (list of “ab-
sent, shifted, deceased and du-
plicate”). Against hisentry, isthe
noting: “permanently shifted.”
Chadhawasone ofthe 20.66
lakh or 9.7% of the pre-SIR elec-
torate in Punjab deleted.
Punjab’s final SIR roll is
scheduled to be out on October
12. Those deleted in the draft
stage have a chance to get back
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Jharkhand SIR: Poll officials order
probe into voter deletion forms

Inquiry related to booth in Maheshtikri
village, says BDO of Basantrai in Godda

Shubham Tigga
Ranchi, September 2

DISTRICT ELECTION author-
itiesin Godda, Jharkhand, have
sought areportandinitiated an
inquiry into the submission of
Form 7 applications seeking
deletion of voters’ names at
Booth No. 9 in Maheshtikri vil-
lage of Basantrai block, after
The Indian Express reported
that Block Level Officers (BLOs)

I of at least four booths had

raised red flags over them.

Block Development Officer
(BDO), Basantrai, Sriman Mar-
andi said Wednesday that the
Deputy Election Officer (DEO)
had sought a report, and a
Block Panchayati Raj Officer
was sent to Maheshtikrito con-
duct a field inquiry. The report
is expected by Thursday.

“The panchayat officer
went to the village and spoke to
the people,” Marandi told The
Indian Express, adding that the
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The Indian Express report
published on September 2

findings would be submitted to
the block-level officer, follow-
ing which the report would be
forwarded to the DEO.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e ROADS IN CENTRAL DELHI AT HEART OF BEAUTIFICATION PLAN, MURALS TO BE PAINTED IN NATIONAL MUSEUM AREA

Capital makeover for BRICS Summlt Floral dlsplays food festivals, performances

Mishal Mussaddique
New Delhi, September 2

THREE YEARS after the Capi-
tal’s streets were given a make-
over for the G20 Summit, Lu-
tyens’ Delhi is getting another
facelift — thistime ahead of the
BRICS Summit on September
12-13.

The BRICS Summitisbeing
hosted at the Bharat Manda-
pam in Central Delhi.

While roads and round-
abouts remain at the heart of
the beautification plan, the city
will see landscaping, floral dis-
plays, fountains, murals, food
festivals and performances.

Forty-one major roads have

“We have been been identified and
preparingforthisfor | PAGE1 ﬂ divided into 14
awhile. The face of | anchor | circles, with a dedi-
the city issoon going - cated nodal officer

to change after our team’s ex-
tensive efforts to give the
NDMC areas a facelift,” said
New Delhi Municipal Council
chairperson Manoj Kumar
Dwivedi.

assigned to each. “The officers
and their field teams will con-
duct daily inspections, over-
seeingcleaning, beautification
and other civic arrangements
on the stretches under their

watch,” Dwivedi said.

From these roads, the
makeover will fan out into the
roundabouts and public space.
According to officials, 15 loca-
tions have been identified for
floral boards, nine for flower
fountains, and 17 roundabouts
for special beautification and
landscaping.

The areas for parking ve-
hicles will also be spruced up,
while the roads and surround-
ing areas will be closely moni-
tored, the officials said.

“The areas around the 10
hotels where BRICS delegates
will stay are also being given
special attention,” Dwivedi

said.
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Workers paint a zebra crossing near India Gate ahead of the BRICS
Summit in New Delhi. PRAVEEN KHANNA

Also in focus are the India-
AfricaFriendship Rose Garden,
planted in 2015, and the BRICS

epaper.indianexpres&.mm.. .

Friendship Rose Garden, inau-
gurated in 2016 when India
hosted the summit.

INSIDE PAGE 4

DRONES TO MONITOR
TRAFFIC DURING
BRICS SUMMIT

Beyond the landscaping,
the city will also carry “visual
imprint” of the BRICS Summit,
officials said.

According to officials, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) has given NDMC inputs
on the “creatives” to be in-
stalled around the city. These
include ideas for giving the
BRICS logo a more prominent
visual treatment, additional
floral boards, and boards carry-

New Delhi

ing photographs of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

“The MEA has given (ideas
for) creativeslike beautifyingthe
BRICS logo, more floral boards,
and installation of boards with
pictures of the Prime Minister.
They have also asked us to sup-
port the events that will be held
as part of the Summit pro-
gramme,” Dwivedi said.

Bringing the BRICS Summit
into the city’s public spaces, a
food festival, mural paintings,
and performances by artists
from BRICS member countries
are among the events being
planned. “The Talkatora
Garden amphitheatre will host
artists’ performances, while

murals will be painted in the
National Museum area. Artists
from all member countries will
have a platform to showcase
their talent. The food festival
will have a variety of cuisine
which can be enjoyed by the
public,” Dwivedi said.

A 12-member core team,
supported by around 200 addi-
tional staff, has been formed to
maintain venues and assist the
MEA during the events. With
the Monsoon rains still a con-
cern, Dwivedi said: “We have
ensured that additional sets of
pumps are ready to drain out
any waterlogging as quickly as
possible. Desilting is ongoing in
several drains in the area”.
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CBI chargesheets five Haryana IAS
officersin IDFC First Bank fraud case

Sukhbir Siwach
Chandigarh, September 2

THE CENTRAL Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) filed a charge-
sheet against five Haryana IAS
officers and 14 others Wednes-
day into the Rs 504-crore IDFC
First Bank fraud case.

According to the CBI, pub-
lic servants, in connivance
with officials of IDFC First
Bank and AU Small Finance
Banks, illegally transferred
funds of eight Haryana gov-
ernment departments and
bodies from empanelled banks
into specific branches of the
two banks. In this process, they
allegedly violated the guide-
lines of the Haryana finance
department.

Among those charge-
sheeted, IAS officers Pankaj
Agarwal and R K Singh were
arrested and suspended, while
a third IAS officer, Pradeep
Kumar, was arrested in June,
on the day he wasduetoretire.
Three more senior IAS officers
have been chargesheeted in
the case.

The chargesheet, filed be-
fore the special judge for CBI
cases, also accuses three of-
ficers of IDFC First Bank and
one officer of AU Small Fi-
nance Bank, as well as nine

Rajasthan govt
starts renovating
Rampura school,
CJP hails victory
for students’

Express News Service
Jaipur, September 2

WITH THE demolition of old
and dilapidated school build-
ing, the long-awaited renova-
tion of the government school
in Rampura village of Jaipur's
Bagru Assembly constituency
began on Wednesday.

The development comes
days after the Cockroach Ja-
nata Party (CJP) staged a pro-
test over the poor condition of
the school on August 21. A day
before the protest, villagers had
allegedly beaten and chased
away the party's spokesperson.

CJP leader Ashutosh Ranka
described the government's
decision to construct a new
buildingasamajor victory of the
students. “The children of Ram-
pura had been studying in ex-
tremely poor conditions, with
the school functioning almost
like a buffalo shed. The govern-
ment could and should have
acted earlier. It is unfortunate
that it took protests and confron-
tation for such abasicissuetore-
ceive attention,” Ranka said.

He added that the Rampura
school was only one example of
the poor infrastructure in gov-
ernment schools across Rajas-
than. “Our fight is not limited to
Rampura. We will continue to
raise our voice until children
studyingin government schools
across Rajasthan are provided
safe classrooms, proper infra-
structure and a dignified learn-
ing environment,. Getting safe
and good infrastructure and
education is the fundamental
right of every student and we
will not stop until it is achieved
in this country,” he said.

The state government has
approved %18 lakh for the con-
struction of a new building at
Government Primary Schoolin
Jaipur’s Sanganer block, re-
placing the old structure.

other Haryana government of-
ficials of bribery, criminal con-
spiracy, cheating, destruction
of evidence, forgery, criminal
breach of trust, and abetment.

According to the CBI, the
eight government depart-
ments and bodies are the pan-
chayat department, Municipal
Corporations of Panchkula and
Kalka, Haryana School Shiksha
Pariyojna Parishad, Haryana
Labour Welfare Board, Ha-
ryana State Agricultural Mar-
keting Board, Haryana State
Pollution Control Board, and
Haryana Power Generation
Corporation Limited.

“The funds from these ac-
counts were misappropriated
through fraudulent means and
transferred to third parties
who were not connected with
government departments. The
amounts so transferred were
layered through multiple bank
accounts and converted into
cash, and the accused wrong-
fully enriched themselves,”
the CBI said.

The CBI took over the in-
vestigation from the state Vigi-
lance and Anti-Corruption
Bureau at the government’s re-
quest. Thisis the third charge-
sheet filed in this case. The CBI
had already chargesheeted 18
other accused people in the

case, including officials of
IDFC First Bank and AU Small
Finance Bank, public servants,
private individuals and private
companies.

The total number of people
chargesheeted in the case is
now 37. Twenty-six of the ac-
cused have been arrested.

The CBI has conducted 54
searches and seized incrimi-
nating evidence, including
gold worth approximately Rs
20 crore in the case.

The CBI has also taken over
two other related cases—one
pertaining to Chandigarh
Smart City Limited and the
Chandigarh Municipal Cor-
poration and the other relating
to the Chandigarh Renewable
Energy and Science & Tech-
nology Promotion Society
(CREST). Chargesheets have
already been filed in both
these cases.

“The CBI remains com-
mitted to bringing all those re-
sponsible to justice and to en-
suring that the complete trail
of the misappropriated public
fundsisidentified and the pro-
ceeds of crime are effectively
traced,” the agency said.

Apart fromthe arrested IAS
officers, the other IAS officers
named in the chargesheet are
Vineet Garg, a 1991-batch IAS

officer regarded as one of Ha-
ryana’s most senior bureau-
crats; Saket Kumar, a 2005-
batch IAS officer; and
Mohammad Shayin, a 2002-
batch officer.

Amid the CBlinvestigation
into the IDFC First Bank fraud
case, Vineet Garg was shifted
on April 8 from his influential
position as chairman of the
Haryana State Pollution Con-
trol Board to the relatively low-
profile post of additional chief
secretary in the printing and
stationery department.

Garg has held several key
posts, including in the depart-
ments of excise and taxation,
school education and higher
education, in recent years. He
haslongbeen regarded asa po-
tential contender for the post of
chief secretary.

Shayin, who previously
served as the deputy commis-
sioner of Chandigarh, is posted
as commissioner of the hous-
ing-for-all department.

Saket Kumar too has held
several key positions, including
that of additional principal sec-
retary to the chief minister
from November 28, 2024, to
April 10, 2026. He has been
serving as commissioner and
secretary in the archives de-
partment since April 10.

Onedies, 70 fall ill after taking
malaria pills in Andhra village

Sreenivas Janyala
Vijayawada, September 2

MEDICAL TEAMS have been
rushed to two primary health
centres in Polavaram district
after a seven-year-old girl died
on Wednesday and over 70
peoplefellill after taking chloro-
quinetabletsdistributed during
an anti-malaria drive.

Chief Minister N Chandra-
babu Naidu hasordered a probe
and directed senior medical and
health officials to rush to the vil-
lage and monitor the situation.

The tablets were distributed
in Gollaguppa village last week
during a fever-surveillance
camp following a surge in ma-
laria cases. District Collector K
Dinesh Kumar said twovillagers
had tested positive for malaria,
following which officials con-
ducted thedrive.

Kumar said the seven-year-
old girl fellill and lost conscious-
ness after taking the tablet, with
her condition attributed to a

dropinblood glucoselevels. She
was shifted to a primary health
centre and then to Bhadracha-
lam Area Hospital in Telangana,
where she died.

“She was shifted to the
nearby Primary Health Centre
and subsequently to the Bhadra-
chalam Area Hospital for ad-
vanced medical care. She unfor-
tunately passed away,” he said.

At least 15 children are
among those who fellill. “All the
other patients are stable and
there is no need to worry. Blood
samples have been sent for
tests,” Kumarsaid. Thevillage is
located on the Andhra Pradesh-
Telangana border. Kumar said
54 people from Gollaguppa had
been taken to Bhadrachalam
AreaHospital asa precautionary
measure. Of them, 53 — 48
children and five adults — are
undergoing treatment.

“Their health condition is
stable, and none are in a critical
or dangerous state. Medical ser-
vices are also being provided

through a special camp for
another 17 villagers, all of whom
are safe,” he said.

Kumar said the chloroquine
tablets had been distributed in
age-appropriate dosesinaccord-
ance with Medical and Health
Department protocols and that
quality-control tests conducted
onthemedication had returned
satisfactory results. However,
the specificbatch used in the vil-
lage has been sent to the Vizag
Forensic Laboratory for analysis.

Three special rapid-response
medical teams from Kakinada,
Rajamahendravaram and Vi-
jayawada have arrived in Bha-
drachalam. The teams, compris-
ing assistant professors,
postgraduate doctors and gen-
eral physicians, are treating the
affected people. Medical teams
arealso preparing health profiles
of around 270 residents of Golla-
guppa and conducting blood
teststo check for sickle cell anae-
mia, other health conditionsand
comorbidities.

MP govt sacks Rewa hospital
chief for remark against woman

Anand Mohan J
Bhopal, September 2

THE MADHYA Pradesh govern-
ment has removed Dr Rahul
Mishra from the post of superin-
tendent of Sanjay Gandhi Mem-
orial Hospital in Rewa, days after
avideo purportedly showed him
makingan insensitive remarkto
the family of a pregnant woman
who died along with her new-
born. An order issued by the
state Public Health and Medical
Education Department on Sep-
tember 1 transferred the charge
of superintendent of the hospital
—which is attached to Shyam
Shah Medical College, Rewa—to
DrPriyank Sharma, professorin
the general surgery department,
"until further orders". The order
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did not cite reasons for the
change.

The move comesdaysaftera
video of Dr Mishra interacting
with the family of Kalpana
Mishra, 25, went viral and drew
criticism from the Opposition.
The controversy erupted after Dr
Mishra was purportedly heard
telling a family member: "You
got your 22-year-old sister preg-
nant," while the family ques-
tioned the hospital over Kal-
pana's treatment and death.

Dr Mishra denied allega-
tions of negligence and subse-
quently apologised for his re-
marks. "My deepest
sympathies are with the be-
reaved family. My statement
absolutely did not mean what
itisbeinginterpreted tomean,"

he said. However, Madhya Pra-
desh Congress president Jitu
Patwari seized on the video, ac-
cusing the government of pro-
tecting the superintendentand
alleging that Dr Mishra was
linked to Deputy CM and
Health Minister Rajendra
Shukla. Patwari questioned
why Dr Mishra had continued
in his post despite the contro-
versy, attributing the delayed
action to political connections.

The removal comes amid an
ongoinginquiry into the deaths
of Kalpana and her newborn.
Kalpana, a resident of Hatwa in
Rewa district, was admitted to
Sanjay Gandhi Memorial Hospi-
tal on the night of August25and
underwent a C-section at
around 8.30 pm on August 26.
Her condition deteriorated, and
she died undergoing treatment.
The infant did not survive.
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Ram temple CEO

the case. Retired Indian Forest
Service officer Krishna Mohan
wasalso appointed interim gen-
eral secretary.

Mishra, whoretired fromthe
IAF in April this year, brings to
the table nearly four decades of
experience in the Air Force.

He was selected as the CEO
from a shortlist of three candi-
dates, picked from 5,585 appli-
cations. Suresh Haware,
member of the selection com-
mittee, told The Indian Express,
“Jeetendra Mishra played a sig-
nificant role during Operation

Sindoor. He will bring in disci-
pline and management, which
isrequired at thistime. Mostim-
portantly, he will restore the
trust of Rambhakts. He has
managed big operations and is
best suited for the role.”

A retired nuclear scientist,
Haware headed the Shri Sai-
baba Sansthan Trust in Shirdi.
The other two members of the
three-member selection panel
were retired Supreme Court
judge Justice Pramod Kohli and
retired Lt General Vishnu Kant
Chaturvedi.

ﬁrkhand SIR

Marandi, whois also the Electo-
ral Registration Officer of the
block, said the inquiry was spe-
cifically related to Booth No. 9 of
Maheshtikri village for now.
Allegations concerning two-
three other locations had been
discussed locally, the BDO said.

“What we have received
from Booth Level Agents (BLAS)
is regarding Booth No. 9. The
voters’ complaints are also re-
garding Booth No. 9. People have
spoken about two-three other
places, but we have not received
anything in writing regarding
those, which is why the inquiry
is specifically for this booth,”
Marandi said.

He also clarified that this in-
quiry wasseparate from the pre-

liminary verification ordered by
him after the issue first came to
his notice. As part of that, offi-
cials had spoken to the BLO of
Booth No. 9 regarding 25 Form7
applications brought to her.
“The BLO told us that 24 out of
the 25 people were here (in the
village). The 25th person was
also from (the village) but was
out for two-three monthsdueto
work. These are people whom
the BLO sees regularly and who
are permanent residentsthere,”
Marandi said.

TheIndian Express reported
Wednesday that across at least
fourbooths, BLOshad refused to
accept Form7 applications, flag-
ging them as not genuine or not
procedurally sound. The appli-

Note on caste census

accepted arevised draft fromthe
Ministry.

Sources said the Ministry’s
offer was made at the meeting
chaired by Registrar General of
India Mrityunjay Kumar Na-
rayan, and attended by Addi-
tional RGI Sunil Kumar, Minis-
try Joint Secretary Shailendra
Kumar, and other officials.

On June 8, sources said, the
Registrar General’s office circu-
lated a four-paragraph note on
the meeting. This note, sources
said, stated that MoSJE officials
“informed that there is no Con-
stitutional mandate to (the) Min-
istry to maintain a caste list and
hence, the same is not available
with them.”

According to the note, the
Ministry said it maintains the
notified list of Scheduled Castes
(SCs), comprising 1,258 entries,
and the Central List of Other
Backward Classes, comprising
2,483 entries, and these, if
needed, could be provided tothe
Registrar General’s office.

The note, sources said,
stated: “Inview of the absence of
any list of castes, enumeration of
castesin Census 2027 may notbe
possible using any pre-defined
listin the question in the Census
20277

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Ministry officials said they
viewed the choice of words as a
“trap”. “We felt the onus (of not

going forward with a pre-de-
fined list) was being shifted on
us,” an official said.

OnJune1ll,the Ministry sent
an amended version of the note
tothe Registrar General’s office.
This note, sources said, stated
that Ministry officials "informed
that as mandated by the Consti-
tution, in relation to castes, it
maintains the List of Scheduled
Caste and Other Backward
Classes". "No separate list of
'Castes', other than the Sched-
uled Caste List and Central List
of Other Backward Classes, is
required tobe maintained by the
Department. The list of Sched-
uled Castes comprising 1,258 En-
tries has already been shared
with ORGI vide letter dated Sep-
tember 25,2025 and the Central
List of Other Backward Classes,
comprising of nearly 2,483 En-
tries, if required, will be provided
to the ORGI,” it read, according
to the sources.

“Inview of the absence of any
mandate to maintain a list of
‘Castes’ other than the Sched-
uled Castes List and Central List
of Other Backward Classes, offi-
cials from DoSJ&E (Department
of Social Justice and Empower-
ment) were unable to assist
further,” the note stated, accord-
ingto the sources.

On June 30, it is learnt, the
Registrar General’s office ac-
cepted the revised notes.

Raghav Chadha

ontherollsbyfilingaforminthe
one-month window for claims
and objections, from August 13
to September 12.

When asked about his dele-
tion from the Punjab draft roll
and what corrective action he
had taken, Chadha said: “The
AAP government in Punjab has
now takenits politics of revenge
to the draft electoral rolls.
Thankfully, these are only the
draft electoral rolls and not the
final electoral rolls. They are

~ temporary in nature and subject

tothe claims and objections pro-
cess. I am already in the process
of availing the remedies pro-
vided under the SIR guidelines.
I will ensure that this wrongful
classification is corrected in the
final electoral rolls to be pub-
lished in October 2026.”

Chadhapointed out thatthe
detailed SIR guidelines issued
by the EC in June last year had
said that public representatives
should be included in the draft
rolls.

“All names of members of ju-
diciary, public representatives,
holders of declared offices and
personalities from fields of arts,
culture, journalism, sports, and
public services etc. earlier
flagged in the electoral database,
are to be included in the draft
Electoral Rolls, sothat necessary
documents can also be collected
duringthe period of Claims and
Objections,” says Paragraph 4(d)
ofthe detailed guidelinesissued
onJune 24,2025.

“I am a sitting Member of
Parliament from Punjab. Ifatall
my name was flagged, Para-

graph 4(d) required my inclu-
sion in the draft electoral rolls.
The instruction was not over-
looked. Itwas wilfully violated in
my case. AAP may run the Pun-
jab government, but Punjab’s
draftelectoral rollsare not its pri-
vate property,” Chadha said.

Sayingthathe wasmarked as
"shifted" despite being an MP
from Punjab, he added: “This
does not seem like a mere cleri-
calmistake. Thisisa clear case of
political vendetta,” he said.

Denying Chadha’s allega-
tions, a senior Punjab govern-
ment official told TheIndian Ex-
press: “These allegations are
completely false. The Punjab
government has no role to play
intheexercise. The CEOisanof-
ficial appointed by the Election
Commission of India”.

“SIR isconducted by the EC,
not the state government, sothe
Punjab government has no role
in deciding whose name is in-
cluded or deleted from the elec-
toral roll. It is a matter of public
record that Raghav Chadha has
been living in Delhi, and not in
Punjab. Ifhe nolonger residesin
Punjab, maintaining or shifting
his voter registration was his
own responsibility. He cannot
now blame the AAP or the Pun-
jab government for the deletion
of avoter entry,” aspokesperson
for AAP said.

AccordingtoSection 3 ofthe
Representation of the People
Act, 1951, to be eligibletobe a
member of the Rajya Sabha, a
candidate must be registered as
an elector in any parliamentary
constituency in the country.

New Delhi

The Trust’s decision to ap-
pointa CEO marksitsbiggest ad-
ministrative restructuringsince
itwas created in2020. Unlike the
existing arrangement, where
trusteesdirectly supervised sev-
eral operational functions, the
CEOwill oversee day-to-day ad-
ministration, leaving the Trust
to focus on policy decisions.

Mishra is from Bhopatpura
in Deoria district of Uttar Pra-
desh. He was commissioned
into the IAF as a fighter pilot on
December 6,1986. Heisa Fighter
Combat Leader and an experi-
mental Test Pilot, and has more
than 3,000 hours of flying ex-
perience.

Analumnus of the National

cants were BJP BLAs, and most
of the voters against whom
forms were filed belong to the
minority community.

In Booth No. 9, 25 such
forms were filed against voters
by BJP BLA Sanjeev Kumar
Roshan. The Indian Express
spoke to eight of these voters,
who expressed fears of being
disenfranchised or cut off from
the roster of government
schemes.

In a neighbouring booth, a
BJPBLA turned upwith 75such
forms, and when questioned by
the BLO, he, by his own admis-
sion, promptly burned them on
the spot.

BLOs are employees of the
state government, which is cur-
rently headed by a JMM-Con-
gress alliance.

Marandi said the administra-
tion would wait for the formal in-

RGI Mrityunjay Kumar Na-
rayan and Ministry Secretary
Sudhansh Pant did not respond
to requests for comment from
TheIndian Express.

According to a government
notification issued last month,
the population enumeration,
along with caste census, will be
conducted acrossthe countryin
February next year. In hilly and
snow-bound areas, the exercise
began on September 1 to avoid
difficulties during winter.

The government maintains
that an open-ended response is
the only way to conduct the ex-
ercise without the stateitselfbe-
comingan arbiter of casteident-
ities. But this choice leaves it
witha problem that had compli-
cated the 2011 exercise: how to
convert millions of individual re-
sponses into reliable, standard-
ised caste data without appear-
ing to determine or alter what
respondents have reported.

According to Ministry
sources, the 2027 count is set to
“repeat the failure” of the pre-
vious exercise, which cost about
Rs 4,900 crore. With respon-
dentsreporting46.71akh distinct
caste names, the 2011 Socio-
Economic Caste Census (SECC)
witnessed a massive spike from
the 4,147 recorded in 1931.

The Census uses drop-
down lists for notified SCs and
STs. The 2011 SECC data was
published by the ministries of
Rural Development and Urban
Development in 2016, but the
dataset on caste was excluded.

In his affidavit for the 2022 |

Rajya Sabha elections, Chadha
had declared that he was regis-
tered to vote in Booth Number
52 in Rajinder Nagar, Delhi.

However, after he entered
RajyaSabhaasan MP from Pun-
jab, Chadha shifted his electoral
registration to that state — he
voted in abooth in Punjab’s SAS
Nagar, or Mohali, in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections on June1,2024.

A search on the EC’s Voter
Services Portal on Wednesday
with Voter ID details of Chadha
showed “no result found” for
both Delhi and Punjab. Delhi’s
draft SIR roll was published on
August 31 with 33% of the pre-
SIR voter names deleted.

Before joining the BJP in
April this year, along with six
other AAP MPs, Chadha, who
was one of former Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s close
aides, was at the forefront of
AAP’s allegations of voter list
manipulation.

On the heels of the Delhi As-
sembly polls in 2025, Chadha,
sittingwith then Delhi CM Atishi
and Rajya Sabha colleague San-
jay Singh, had raised concern
overwhat AAPhad called “anor-
ganised and large-scale voter
fraud conspiracy” in Kejriwal’s
constituency of New Delhi, ter-
ming it “a deliberate attempt to
manipulate electoral outcomes.”

Callingit “shocking”, Chadha
had alleged that over three days
in early January 2025, hearings
wereheld atthe EC’sofficeinthe
New Delhi constituency, where
all objectors, totalling 11, were
summoned and every one of
them “denied submitting any
applicationtodelete votes”,and
said that their names “were mis-

used.”

| FROM PAGE 1 ' FULL REPORTS ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM |

Defence Academy in Pune, he
studied at the Air Force Test Pi-
lots School, Bengaluru; Air
Command and Staff College,
US; and Royal College of De-
fence Studies, UK.

While in service, he held im-
portant command and staff ap-
pointments. These included
Commanding Officer of a
Fighter Squadron, Chief Test
Pilot at Aircraft & Systems Test-
ing Establishment (ASTE), Air
Officer Commanding of two
frontline air bases and Deputy
Chiefof Integrated Defence Staff
(Doctrine, Organisation and
Training). He also served as the
Deputy Chief of Integrated De-
fence Staff (Operations).

quiry report before making any
further assessment of the Booth
No. 9 complaints.

While Marandi earlier said
that after complaints were re-
ceived from four booths, BLOs
were told not to act on forms “be-
cause we did not know the
source ofthe forms”, hetold The
Indian Express Wednesday that
the administration has clarified
tothe BLOs now that ifthey had
any doubts or confusion regard-
ing a Form 7 objection, the
matter should bediscussed with
the election official concerned
rather than simply refusing to
receive the application.

Marandi said he had spoken
on the matter with Jharkhand
Chief Electoral Officer K Ravi
Kumar, and was told that Form
7 applications should be ac-
cepted and processed according
to the prescribed procedure.

The raw data on caste was
handed over to the Ministry of
Social Justice and Empower-
ment, which formed a group of
expertsunder then NITI Aayog
Vice Chairperson Arvind Pan-
agariya for classification and
categorisation. The data is yet
to be made public.

The caste enumeration in
Census 2027 was approved by
the Cabinet Committee on
Political Affairs (CCPA) on April
30,2025. The decision conceded
along-pendingdemand and re-
versed the government’s posi-
tion on the issue.

In May 2010, the then UPA
government had promised caste
enumeration alongwith Census
2011. It later set up a Group of
Ministers (GoM) to examine the
question. Acting on the GoM’s
recommendations, the Union
Cabinet decided in September
2010 to conduct a separate
SECC.

However, in affidavits filed in
the Supreme Court on Septem-
ber 21 and December 14, 2021,
the government said the data
collected during SECC 2011 was
unusable because it wasinaccur-
ate and marked by technical
flaws. On December 15,2021, the
Supreme Court noted the prac-
tical deficiencies cited in the af-
fidavit. “The fact remains that
the affidavit filed before this
Court emphatically states that
the data as collated is not accu-
rate and isunusable for any pur-
pose whatsoever,” the court ob-
served.

N_oida

imposedafineof RsSlakhonthe
state for the detention that was
deemed unlawful.

Manik Gupta, another law-
yer, also appearing for Chaud-
hary, said the HC indicated that
the penalty would be recovered
from officials involved in sanc-
tioning the detention, from the
District Magistrate to the SHO.

“The prosecution said there
was a conspiracy, they planned
at Karawal Nagar about the en-
tire incident. We argued it was
just an inauguration of a chi-
ldren’slibrary for poor workers,”
Gupta told The Indian Express.

According to police, Chaud-
hary was among the “propon-
ents of a specific ideology that
believesin achieving their objec-
tives through violent means.”
Shejoined a “library in Karawal
Nagar, Delhi” run by a co-ac-
cused and “formulated a strat-
egy for the proposed violent
movement”,the UPgovernment
claimed while imposing the
NSA.

Chaudharyhasbeen named
in 11 FIRs, with charges includ-
ingattempt tomurder. Advocate
Rajnish Yadav, counsel for Ch-
audhary in Noida court, said
while she has secured bail in five
cases, bail pleas over six other
FIRs in which she has been
named areyettobe heard inthe
HC. The petitioner’s father Arun
Chaudhary told The Indian Ex-
press, “She fought for the poor
people, and she will still con-
tinue to fight for them. Iwill fully
support her.” He said that he
always trusted the judiciary.

WITHENS
|
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ACCUSED EYED MONEY FROM FLAT SALE

Stock broker
killed, niece
among4 held

Pragynesh
New Delhi, September 2

STOCK BROKER Rajesh
Khanna, 60, had recently come
into money after selling a flat
for Rs 80 lakh. Everyone in
his family knew about the deal,
including his niece, Simran
Taneja.

Police said the 23-year-old
primary school teacher alleg-
edly saw an opportunity. They
said she roped in three others,
including a friend who owned
agym, to execute the plan.

On Tuesday night, police
said, they went to Khanna’s Ro-
hini home expecting to walk
away with Rs 80 lakh. Instead,
they found just Rs 11akh and
some jewellery.

By the time Khanna’s wife
returned from grocery shop-
ping, Khanna was dead — he
had allegedly been smothered
- and the four had fled with the
cash and jewellery.

Police arrested them in the
early hours of Wednesday.

According to police,
Khanna lived in a two-floor
building in G Block, Sector 3,
Rohini, with his wife.

“Khanna had recently sold
a flat for about Rs 80 lakh;
everyone in his extended
family knew about it, including
Simran,” said a senior police of-
ficer. On August 30, police said,
Simran called her friend, Hi-
manshu, the owner of Baba
Gym, where she worked out.

“Shetold him about the sale
and claimed that Rs 80 lakh
was lying in the couple’s house.
Himanshu then called atrainer
at his gym, Chirag, 22. The
three went to recce the house,”
said DCP (Rohini) Shashank
Jaiswal.

After chalking out the in
and outs of the building, the
trio allegedly hatched a plan:
they would rob the house on
September 1, around 8 pm,
when Khanna’s wife would go
out for daily grocery shopping.

Police said they then

PEACE OF MIND
GUARANTEED

ATTRACTIVE LOW
RATE OF INTEREST@

Rajesh Khanna, the victim.

brought in a fourth person, 19-
year-old Paras, to help execute
the plan.

When the four arrived at the
house on Tuesday evening,
Khanna allowed them in.

“One of them stood outside
as a lookout while the other
three allegedly smothered
Khanna to death,” said the of-
ficer.The four then searched
the house, but could only find
about Rs 1 lakh in cash and
some jewellery. They took it
and fled, said police.

When Khanna’s wife came
home, she found the main door
open and her husband uncon-
scious. DCP Jaiswal said, “We
received a PCR call at 8.45 pm
that an elderly man was found
unconscious at his home. He
was rushed to Jaipur hospital,
where hewas declared dead on
arrival.”

CCTYV helps crack case

During their probe, police
examined CCTV footage from
thebuildingand saw that three
people --lateridentified as Sim-
ran, Himanshu and Chirag --
had been hanging around the
building since August 30.

The footage also showed
them coming to the building on
the evening of the murder, said
police. “The four accused were
arrested on Wednesday around
S am. The stolen cash and
jewellery was recovered from
them,” said DCP Jaiswal.

Police are now questioning
all four accused to verify who
played what role in the crime.

Delhi Police questions ex-bureaucrat Ashish Joshi
over social media posts, released after nine hours

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 2

THE DELHI Police Special Cell
questioned former bureaucrat
Ashish Joshi for around nine
hours on Wednesday over so-
cial media posts allegedly re-
lated to the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI). He was
released in the evening and
dropped home by police per-
sonnel after several people
gathered outside the office of
Counter Intelligence (CI) unit of
Special Cell in New Friends Col-
ony, seeking his release.

Police sources said Joshi, a
former Controller of Com-

munications in the Depart-
ment of Telecommunications,
was picked up from Chanakya-
puri for questioning in connec-
tion with a case registered two
days ago. The case was lodged
by the CIunit under Section 192
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
which deals with provocation
with the intent, or knowledge,
thatitis likely to cause a riot.
“Joshi had recently posted
on social media about the ECL
Afterregisteringan FIR, we de-
cided to question him to verify
his claims. At the office, he was
questioned and confronted
with the messages he had
posted on social media. After

Ashish Joshi. x/@BismiL_PRASAD

verifying the claims, we de-
cided tolet him go,” asourcein
the police said.

In the evening, several
people gathered outside the of-
fice of the CI unit. Sources in
the police said an officer of the

17-YEAR-OLD GANG-RAPED INSIDE MOVING BUS

Conductor, driver hired without
police verification, shows probe

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 2

THE TWO men accused of al-
legedly raping al7-year-old girl
inside a moving bus had been
hired without police verifica-
tion. In fact, none of the drivers
and conductors working for the
private bus service had under-
gone police verification, The
Indian Express haslearnt.

Sources in the police said
they are now questioning the
operators of the service, which
runs at least a dozen buses,
aboutits hiring process and the
lack of checks.

The police are also allegedly
looking at people who regularly
dealt with the buses. Represen-
tatives of a paint shop in Kash-
mere Gate and a repair shop in
Greater Noida are likely to be
questioned about what they
had noticed about the vehicles
and the two accused, sources
said. On August 4, the girl was
allegedly raped after she
boarded the bus at Pari Chowk
in Greater Noida.

The bus then travelled
nearly 47 km to Old Delhi’s
Kashmere Gate without being
stopped at any police picket.

The accused -- bus driver

Bus in which the girl was raped.

Kuldeep (39) and conductor
Sandeep (26), both hailing from
Kanpur -- were arrested within
four hours of the incident, po-
lice have said.

The 17-year-old, who had
travelled from Mainpuri in
Uttar Pradesh, was trying to
reach a relative’s house in
Noida. She was unfamiliar with
the areaand was waiting at Pari
Chowk intherainwhenthebus
stopped near her.

As per her statement to the
police, she told the men inside
thebusthat she wantedtogoto
Noida. When told that the bus
was headed in that direction,
she boarded it. Soon, however,
when she realised that there
were no other passengersinthe
bus, she tried to get off. How-
ever, the conductor allegedly
pulled her back inside.

The alleged sexual assault
took place as the bus moved to-
wards Delhi, the probe has
found.

Further, the probe has fund
that there were 11 pending traf-
fic challans against the bus.
These included violations re-
lated toretroreflective tape and
speed limit devices, driving
without a permit or violating
permit conditions and pre-
scribed speed limits.

Seven of the challans were
issued in July— on July 3, 4, 5,
6, 8, 11 and 23. Also, the CCTV
camera inside the bus was not
working. Heavy curtains
covered the windows, restrict-
ing the view from outside.

The bus travelled through
the Noida-Greater Noida Ex-
pressway and the Ring Road
corridor, passing through or
near the Chilla border, Mayur
Vihar and Geeta Colony. De-
spite this, it was not stopped for
a safety or compliance check
and no alert was raised during
thejourney, police have said.

Investigators are now
checking whether the bus had
GPS or another vehicle-track-
ing system and panic buttons,
and whether these were func-
tional at the time.

rank of Additional Commis-
sioner of Police (Special Cell)
later decided to drop Joshi
home in a police vehicle to en-
sure his safety.

The matter came to light
when Congressleader Sandeep
Dikshit said in a post on X that
Joshi had been picked up by
two policemen while he was
out for his morning walk at
Nehru Park in Chanakyapuri.

“This morning my good
friend and someone assisting
me in reaching out to civil so-
ciety Ashish Joshi @bismil_pra-
sad (retired Additional Secre-
tary) has been taken away by
two police constables from

Nehru Park. I came to know
after his wife spoke tomeinthe
morning. We have been trying
to trace him since 10 am but no
trace at all. We are very worried
and @DelhiPolice @CPDelhi
must inform us where has he
been taken as early as possible,”
he wrote.

Joshi was allegedly brought
for questioning around 10.30
am and released around 7 pm.
After returninghome, he posted
onX: “Justgotbackhome. Delhi
Special Cell dropped me home.
Detailslater.”

Reached for comment
over phone, Joshi said he
would call later.

Delhi okays Bill to ease
process of approvals,
licences for businesses

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 2

THE DELHI Cabinet Wednes-
day approved a Bill to ease the
process of registrations, appro-
vals and licences for setting up
a business in the Capital that
features a provision for asingle-
window system to apply for
these clearances.

The draft Bill, called the
Delhi Ease of Doing Business
Bill, 2026, also proposes the cat-
egorisation of certain activities
as ‘lowrisk’, forwhich approval,
permission, licence or no-ob-
jection certificate will be
granted as soon as the applica-
tion is submitted.

A government statement
said that the aim of the bill is to
“create a system where busi-
ness owners and entrepreneurs
do not have to visit different
government offices, submit the
same information repeatedly
or wait for long periods for the
necessary approvals”.

It stated that the key feature
of the proposed legislation is a
single-window online system
for businesses to apply for ap-
provals, registrations, no-objec-
tion certificates, consents,

' licences, as well as other ser-

vices such as building plans,
fire-related approvals, and
water, sewer and electricity
connections. It proposed that
the Delhi State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation be the nodal
agency forapprovalsunderthe
system.

Activitieslisted in Schedule
3 of the bill will be considered
‘low risk’. The draft bill has pro-
posed that the timelines pre-
scribed under the Right to
Timely and Easy Delivery of
Servicesto Citizens Act, 2026 be
applicable for approvals for
other activities, and that the ap-
provals be deemed to be
granted after the lapse of the
stipulated periods.

A “negative-list based sys-
tem” has also been proposed.
Apart from activities specified
in ‘negative list’ in Schedule-2
of the bill, an enterprise will be
able to carry out any activity at
any location.

“The basic principle will be
that anything that is not pro-
hibited is permitted. This will
marKk a shift from a system in
which anything not expressly
permitted is treated as pro-
hibited,” the government has
stated.
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HC noticeto
nolice on Tahir
Hussain's plea
against murder
conviction

New Delhi: Delhi High Court on
Wednesday issued notice tothe
Delhi Police on a plea filed by
former AAP councillor Tahir
Hussain in which he chal-
lenged his conviction and life
sentence for the murder of IB
staffer Ankit Sharma during the
2020 Northeast Delhi riots.

After admitting the appeal,
Justice Prathiba M Singh and
Vikas Mahajan listed the matter
for hearing on December 2. It
will now hear all appeals listed
inthe matter by co-convicts to-
gether.

“We will assess the roles sep-
arately. It will savejudicial time
if it will be heard together,” the
HC said. ENS
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TWO-DAY DIPLOMATIC EVENT BEGINS ON SEPTEMBER 12

Drones to track traffic, sp()t jams during BRICS Summit

Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, September 2

DELHI TRAFFIC Police is tak-
ing to the skies to keep a closer
watch on the Capital’s roads.

For the first time, drones are
being used to track traffic
movement and spot conges-
tion, with the exercise begin-
ning as part of preparations for
the BRICS Summit scheduled
to be held in the city on Sep-
tember 12 and 13.

Officials said the droneswill
also be used during proces-
sions, protests and the festive
season to monitor arterial roads
and other congestion-prone
stretches as part of alarger tech-
nology-driven traffic manage-

ment strategy in the Capital.

The move comes againstthe
backdrop of traffic disruptions
during the India AI Impact
Summit in February, when re-
strictions and the movement of
VIP convoys led to congestion
on several roads. Commuters
had taken to social media to
complain aboutlongdelaysand
traffic snarls, highlighting the
challenge of managing vehicu-
lar movement during major in-
ternational events.

The Delhi Traffic Police now
wants to use real-time inputs to
spot congestion before it
spreads and respond faster on
the ground. On Septemberland
2, Delhi Police conducted mock
traffic rehearsals for the BRICS

Animage of the city’s traffic captured by drone ahead of the summit; (right) outside Bharat Mandapam,
the venue of the upcoming summit. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT, AMIT MEHRA

Summit on key routes. Drones
were used to monitor vehicular
movement and identify points
where traffic was building up.

Additional Commissioner
of Police (Traffic, Zone-I) Vi-
janta Goyal Aryasaid the aerial
view would help traffic teams

'GROUNDreport

assess the situation and inter-
vene in time.

“Drone surveillance isbeing
undertaken over major inter-

One machine,long queue, staff crunch: At LNJP,
patient asked to wait till 2028-end for an MRI

Tabshir Shams
New Delhi, September 2

WHEN SHAHJAD was handed
the slip, he thought the date
must be a mistake.
It said December 21, 2028.
Shahjad, 46, a car driver
from Saharanpur, had come to
Lok Nayak Hospital, Delhi’s
biggest government hospital,
for an MRI of his head. He had
undergone surgery at the hos-
pital in November 2025 to re-
move a pituitary adenoma, a
tumour on the pituitary gland.
Doctors had since found that
some of the tumour remained,
pressing against the surround-
ing tissue, and had asked him
to undergo a follow-up MRI.
“Merasarrjhanjhanata hai
(Igettingling sensations in the
head). It hurts alot. I get up at
night from the pain,” he said. “I
have not been able to work for
the last one-and-a-half years.”
He asked the man at the
countertocheckthe dateagain.
“It’s correct,” he was told.
Shahjad turned to the pa-
tients waiting around him and
showed them the slip. They
leaned in to see the date for
themselves. “My son, who
worksin ashop, isnow the fam-
ily’sbreadwinner,” he told them.
It was around 2 pm in
Room 128, where more than a
hundred patients sat waiting
for their names to be called.
Five steel railings divided the
room into four queues, each
leading to a separate countetr.
The room itself wasenclosed in
a steel cage, with seating built
along three of its edges.
Over a hundred patients
had come for dates — fora CT
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LNJP Hospital has just one functional MRl machine and one CT scanner; (right) a surprised Shahjad asks
others if the date given to him — December 21,2028 — for an MRI test is a mistake. TABSHIR SHAMS

scan, an ultrasound, an MRI,
an X-ray or a mammeogram.
Only a handful would walk
away with a test date that day.
“Some have been given ap-
pointments in September;
many have got dates for De-
cember,” an official said.

The reason is stark: LNJP
currently has just one func-
tional MRI machine and one
functional CT scanner, despite
an outpatient department that
sees more than 5,000 patients
a day. “Around 5,000 OPD pa-
tients visit us every day. There
is a shortage in both staffing
and machinery,” a hospital of-
ficial said.

Delhi government Health

Minister Pankaj Singh said that,
toreduce the waiting period for
MRI scans at LNJP Hospital, a
new machine has been pro-
cured through CSR and wasin-
stalled last week. “A new MRI
machine was installed just last
week, which is on trial. ACT
scan machine is also under
trial. The machines have been
procured under a CSR initiative
from Indian Oil Corporation Li-
mited,” Singh said.

But specialists in the hospi-
tal’s Radiology Department
said the new MRI machine
would address only part of the
problem. A single MRI ma-
chine operating for 12 hours a
day can conduct roughly 10

scans, they said, while radiol-
ogy staff are already stretched
by the existing workload.

Only10 MRIs a day

Aright turn out of Room 128
leads to a passage covered by a
curved plastic roof, its steel rail-
ingspainted inthetricolour. One
path leads towards the OPD
block; the other towards Room
135, where the MRI s performed.

Inside, the MRI machine
runs from 8 am to 8 pm. “Each
patient must first be registered,
prepared and screened for
metal objects before being
wheeled into the room. The
scanitselftakes between 40 and
60 minutes. The images then

have to be reviewed before the
next patient can be called in,”
the senior resident explained.

“There are three doctors
working around the machine,
alongwith twotothree nursing
staff and lab technicians,” the
resident said. “For emergency
patients, we try to expedite the
MRI. But only about 10 success-
ful MRIs are performed inaday
due to a lack of machines.
There is a shortage of radi-
ologists also.”

Ad hoc arrangement

As LNJP is unable to meet
its own diagnostic demand,
sources said a significant
burden is being shifted to pri-
vate providers. “Under the
Delhi Arogya Kosh scheme, we
refer patients to private testing
centres,” ahospital official said.

The Delhi Arogya Kosh
(DAK) provides financial assis-
tance of up to Rs 5 lakh to eli-
gible patients for treatment and
diagnostic tests. According to
sources, LNJP referred 420 pa-
tients for CT scans, MRI, PET
and ultrasound tests under the
DAK schemeinJanuary;432in
February; 392 in March; 439 in
April; 350 in May; 347 in June;
and 407 in July.

“It’s an arrangement that
hasbecome an unofficial press-
ure valve for an overburdened
public system. Private pro-
viders are helping to reduce
some of that pressure, but they
are also making profits from the
demand that the public system
isunable to meet. If we address
the shortage of staff and im-
prove the infrastructure, this
should not happen at all,”
another senior doctor said.

e STUDIO BEGAN IN SRINAGAR IN 1915, CAME TO CONNAUGHT PLACE IN 1948

Capital Chroniclers: The story of Mahattain CP,
onc of Delhi’s oldest survwmg photo studios

AnusreeKC
New Delhi, September 2

FROM STUDIO portraits to
selfies, glass plate negatives to
generative artificial intelligence,
one of Delhi’s oldest surviving
photo studios has witnessed a
revolution in photography and
retained its penchant for freez-
ing memories for more than
seven decades.

‘Mahatta & Co.’ says the sign
outside the studio on the first
floor in M Block of Connaught
Place. The studio opened in
1948, even though the family
started the business, now in its
fourth generation, in Jammu
and Kashmirin 1915.

There’s a black-and-white
picture in the studio of some
Europeans standing in line. “It
was taken near our shop in Sri-
nagar in the early 1940s during
World War IT when we sold only
one roll [of film] per person in
order to prevent hoarding and
black marketing,” 67-year-old
Pavan Mehta, grandson of the
studio’s founder Amar Nath
Mehta, said.

His grandfather, Pavan
Mehta said, fled the family’s
home in Gurdaspur as a young
man after a property disputeled
to the deaths of his parents.
Amar Nath landed up in Dal-
housie, in today’s Chamba dis-
trict, where some Army person-
nel introduced him to
photography. “The British could

not pronounce ‘Mehta’,and our
family name got corrupted to
‘Mahatta’,” Pavan said.

In 1915, AmarNathopeneda
first-of-its-kind shop in Srinagar
on a houseboat on the Jhelum
river. The business expanded
rapidly to Gulmarg and Pahal-
gam in Kashmir, and thentoRa-

Some cameras from Pavan Mehta’s collection at the Mahatta

younger brother Pankaj (62) ex-
plained that “a lot of photo stu-
dios at the time also dealt in
lenses, and thus acted as opti-
cians”.

Before Partition, the Mehtas
were also the official photogra-
pherstoHariSingh, thelast Ma-
haraja of Jammu and Kashmir.

walpindi and Mur- After India be-
ree, which are now came independent,
part of Pakistan. the family shut

In 1921, the down their studios
Mehtas became the in Pakistan.In 1948,
only sales agents of THEEVENTFUL | Amar Nath opened

Kodak, the Ameri-
can photography
and photographic

city

the Mahattas’studio
and store in Con-
naught Place. The

film company,inthe

region. Pavan recalled that one
of their outlets in J&K had a
board that said “Opticians”. His

business has re-
mained in the capital ever since,
bearing witness to and chronicl-
ing the immense changes that

Studio; (left) Pavan and Pankaj Mehta. tasHi ToBGYAL

the city has gone through over
the last many decades.

Much of the story they cap-
tured in their cameras evolved
organically; the pictures were
never commissioned. “It was a
question of being alert and cap-
turing what was exciting to the
eye,” Pavan said.

Sowhen he shot a picture of
a public phone booth in CP, “I
did not know that it was goingto
vanish one day.” And when
Madan Mahatta, Pavan’s father,
took a photograph of a flooded
CP in 1970 from the window of
his shop, he could not have im-
agined how the shopping dis-
trict would look more than a half
century later.

Indeed, the studio has seen
photography move from black-

epaper.indianexpress.com I -

and-white to colour, fromslide-
film processing to digital pic-
tures. It is home to vintage
wooden and glass plate cameras
that were used in the 1950s.

Pavan has a personal collec-
tion of almost 900 cameras.
Each has a story, and a story of
the way it came to him. Pavan
recalled especially his long, de-
termined, and sometimes frus-
trating wait for a pocket watch-
shaped antique “Expo Watch
Camera” that had taken him
more than two yearsand two at-
tempts to procure from the
United States.

“This [passion for seeking
outvintage cameras|runsinthe
family,” Arjun, Pavan’s 37-year-
old son who too is a photogra-
pher, said.

“Two years ago, while on a
visit to Thailand, we visited this
camera warehouse, which we
had found on Instagram. We
spentsix hours there looking for
cameras,” Arjun said.

The Mehtas believe that pa-
tience, commitment, and the
willingness to adapt to techno-
logical changes without sacrific-
ing the fundamentals of the
business has helped the studio
negotiate a century of changes.

“Photography is about being
at the right place at the right
time,” Pankaj said. “When we
started out with taking photos,
we had to create a frame in our
head before capturing a shot...
unlike today.”

sections, arterial roads and con-
gestion-prone corridors to as-
sess real-time traffic condi-
tions, identify emerging
bottlenecks and enable timely
intervention,” Arya said.

on-ground regulation and dis-
persal strategies,” Arya said.
The aerial monitoring will
also cover major transit hubs,
including ISBTs, New Delhi
railway station and other rail-

The aerial as- way  stations,
sessment helps EXPRESS | where heavy ve-
traffic teams - hicular and pas-
monitor conges- eXCluSlve | senger movement
tion build-up and is common.

take prompt measures for
smoother flow of vehicles, Arya
added.

The drones will be particu-
larly useful at inter-state border
points, where queues can
quicklybuild up. “Drone-based
inputs help assess the length
and spread of queues, identify
choke points and support better

Officials said the real-time
inputs gathered through drone
surveillance could be used to
fine-tune signal timings, de-
ploy traffic personnel where
they are needed and plan diver-
sions to ease congestion.

Goingforward, officials said,
the plan is to gradually extend
drone surveillance to major ar-

RCLI TN palice

Prepaid Taxi
. Service

terial roads, important intersec-
tions and other busy stretches
across Delhi. Drones will alsobe
used duringfestive seasonsand
large gatherings, including pro-
cessions and protests.

Technology-driven traffic
management has increasingly
emerged as one of the priorities
for the Delhi Police, particularly
as the Capital hosts high-profile
international events and wit-
nesses growing traffic pressure
on its road network.

According to officials,
drones will supplement CCTV
cameras and personnel de-
ployed on the roads, giving traf-
fic control rooms a wider view
of how ajam is developing and
where it is spreading.
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A Bharat Taxi pre-paid booth at Delhi Airport; (below) Chaman Lal, a driver from Azadpur. Express

‘Tget one booking aday’
6 months on, Bharat Taxi
drivers say work is scarce

Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, September 2

CHAMAN LAL, 40, was earn-
ing about Rs 35,000 a month
driving for Uber and Rapido
when he signed up for Bharat
Taxi in January. In a good
month, the driver from Delhi’s
Azadpur could make as much
asRs45,000.

One morning, while getting
CNGfilled atagas pumpin East
Delhi’s Laxmi Nagar, four men
approached him with a pitch.
Bharat Taxi, they told him, was
agovernment taxi app. Drivers
would be part owners of the
company and would get better
rates for every ride.

“Socha tha kamai badhega
hi, kum toh nahi ho sakta (I
thought earnings would only
increase... could not fall),” he
said. So he signed up.

Intheinitial days, heusedto
getonebooking every alternate
day or so, he said. Even now, the
numbers have not changed
much. “Onother apps, even be-
fore finishing one ride, they
constantly ring with 10 more
rides. Here, I get one bookingin
the 10 hoursIwork,” said Lal.

It’s been more than six
monthssince Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit
Shah launched the govern-
ment-backed Bharat Taxi app
in a cut-throat ride-hailing
market, but several drivers The
Indian Express spoke to said
bookings on the app have been
far and few. Many have also
cited high booking fares as the
main reason.

‘Not cheap’

Sources in Bharat Taxi con-
firmed that drivers get around
1.2-1.5ridesadayon average.In
Delhi-NCR, daily bookings
have gone up from approxi-
mately 10,000 in February to
25,000 in August, sources said.
While 2.31akh drivers are regis-
tered on the platform in the
region, roughly 1.5 lakh are ac-
tive drivers.

Asourceinthe company ex-
plained the rationale behind
the fares, insisting that it is in
the interest of drivers. “Our
fares may not be the cheapest
but they are driver-friendly and
based on actual cost of the
rides: including the CNG that
the driver has to get filled, the
EMI he has to pay for the car,
and the maintenance he hasto
getdoneeveryonceinawhile,”

| the source said.

New Delhi

The company source also
claimed that Bharat Taxi’s pres-
ence has forced other playersin
the market to offer better incen-
tives and reduce driver sub-
scriptions costs in certain mar-
kets. “The company also helps
drivers in a number of other
ways, like refinancing their
loans at cheaper rates and
providing them with health in-
surance, apart from the acci-
dent insurance. They will also
get dividends if Bharat Taxi
becomes profitable,” the source
also said.

The company spokesper-
son, responding to drivers’
complaints of few bookings,
said, “We are actively scaling
customer adoption through lo-
calised marketing, targeted
promotional campaigns, and
strategic partnerships across all
active markets. As passenger
awareness expands, ride vol-
ume and daily allocations for
our Sarathis are steadily in-
creasing.”

Business ‘totally flat’

These assurances mean
little to Jitender Kumar,60,
whose car is fourth in the queue
of the Kaali-Peeli (Black and
yellow) taxis at the arrival area
of Terminal-3 of the Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) Airport
around 5 pm on a weekday.

“I’ve been waiting in line
here since morning and I will
get my first ride after around
one hour,” he said, adding that
business is “totally flat”.

Shiv Shankar Sharma, who
manages Bharat Taxi’s booths
at the airport, said there are
roughly 2,100 Kaali-Peeli cabs
at the airport, while they do
around 2,500-3,000 bookings
every day.

But Kumar and other
drivers claimed that they used
to complete 3-4 rides a day be-
fore Bharat Taxi took over the
pre-paid taxi booths at the air-
port, and earned around Rs
25,000 every month. Now, they
get around 1-2 rides a day and
earn between Rs15,000-18,000

amonth.
|

He alsoblamed technical is-
sues apart from the high fares.
“During peakeveningtime, the
booking system at the booth
stops working many times. A
customer can always opt the
next option,” he said.

Nath also said his member-
ship fee is getting wasted.

Bharat Taxi takes Rs 10 from
every cabbooking, if the driver
is not a member. If the driver
pays a non-refundable mem-
bership fee of Rs 500, only Rs 9
will get deducted from every
four-wheeler ride.

Asked about the charge, a
company spokesperson said,
“Bharat Taxi remains strictly
committed to a zero percen-
tage-commission model, en-
suring drivers retain their core
earnings. The nominal fee of Rs
10 perride is not acommission;
it is an administrative charge
introduced to support platform
operations, technology main-
tenance, and app infrastruc-
ture in accordance with the
Multi-State Cooperative So-
cieties Act, 2002, statutory
regulations, and cooperative
bye-laws.

“Additionally, these funds
will directly power long-term
welfare initiatives for our
Sarathis.”

Eyeontier2, 3 cities

Bharat Taxi is operated by
Sahakar Taxi Cooperative Ltd
(STCL), a multi-state cooper-
ative society, in collaboration
with National Cooperative De-
velopment Corporation
(NCDC), and supported by vari-
ous entities, including Amul
and NABARD. Representatives
of these bodies form part of the
interim board.

Vivek Pandey, Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Bharat Taxi, said
they are pushing aggressively
into Tier-2 and Tier-3 markets
where the bigger players may
not necessarily have a strong
presence.

“We are in 20 cities right
now in Delhi, Gujarat, Rajas-
than, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Maharashtra and Jharkhand,
and we want to be in 100-125
citiesby March 2027. Our event-
ual goal is to establish a pres-
ence in S00 cities in three
years,” Pandey said.

He added that their goal
right now is to ensure supply-
side availability of drivers
and improve customer experi-
ence, which they have been
able to do.
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Rahul’s student outreach hits hurdle:
Cong, BJP spar over Indore venue

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, September 2

LEADER OF Opposition Rahul
Gandhi’s proposed “Chhatron Ki
Goonj” programme in Indore
has been postponed by a week
after the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment denied the Congress
permission to hold the event at
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium,
giving the opposition a fresh
political flashpoint with the
Mohan Yadav governmenteven
as the Congress seeks to turn
education, examination irregu-
laritiesand unemploymentinto
anational electoral issue.

The programme, originally
scheduled for September 12, will
now be held on September 19 at
a venue that the Congress is yet
tofinalise. On Wednesday, State
Congress president Jitu Patwari
announced that the programme
was being postponed after a re-
view of preparations. The party
is seeking to mobilise around
50,000 students from Indore
and surrounding areas.

The immediate dispute is
over the Nehru Stadium, which
is under the Indore Municipal
Corporation. Congress leaders
had sought to hire the centrally
located stadium for the pro-
gramme, arguing that “Chha-
tronKi Goonj” wasnota conven-
tional political rally but an
interaction with students on is-
sues including education, em-
ployment and their future.

Patwari had written to Chief

Modi calls for
robust water
data governance

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 2

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi on Wednesday called for
robust water data governance
and recommended the use of Al
for data collection and analysis.

Chairing the valedictory
session of the two-day National
Departmental Summit on
Water, organised by the Minis-
try of Jal Shakti, the Prime Min-
ister also stressed on anticipa-
tory and integrated planning to
address water scarcity through
suitable utilisation of treated
water for agriculture and indus-
trial purposes.

“Prime Minister called for
robust water data governance,
with water-sector data brought
together, systematically man-
aged, analysed and effectively
utilised. He recommended the
use of Al for data collection and
analysis through a uniform
format,” the PMO said in a
statement.

It said the Prime Minister
called for greater adoption of
water-saving technologies. He
alsosuggested dedicated exhibi-
tions and workshops, including
exposure to global best prac-
tices, toenable Indian manufac-
turers and stakeholders to de-
velop and scale efficient
solutions, the statement said.

Jaishankar allays
JDU's Farakka
treaty concerns

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 2

THE NDA government at the
Centre hasassureditsally Janata
Dal United (JDU) that it will take
“anappropriate decision” onthe
Farakka treaty, bearing in mind
Bihar’sdrinkingwaterandin-
dustrial water needs.

“We fullyunderstand your
concerns relating to Ganga
Water Treaty,” External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar
wrote in a letter to JDU na-
tional working president San-
jay Kumar Jha last week.

Jaishankar said inter-min-
isterial discussions were held
under the aegis of the Jal
Shakti Ministry and with vari-
ous stakeholders so that the
future of the treaty could be
examined comprehensively
“The Government will takean
appropriate decision keeping
these factors in mind”.

Reacting to the letter, Jha
said, “We sincerely hope that
any decision taken...will factor
in Bihar’s interests fully and
fairly...We are asking only for
what our own scientific as-
sessment establishes, so that
13 crore people are not left
short of drinking water... for
another 30 years.” The 1996
agreement for management
of the river at Farakka com-

Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi arrives in Nashik on Wednesday.
He met senior state party leaders, and interacted with tribal students
before visiting a training camp for district party presidents. pri

Minister Mohan Yadav seeking
permission forthe September12
programme, saying Rahul Gan-
dhi’s event was “not a typical
political event” but a public dia-
logue concerning “the future of
the country, the dreams of
youth, the right to education,
and the security of the education
system.”

Indore city Congress presi-
dent Chintu Choukse had ar-
gued that the “Chhatron Ki
Goonj programmeis not a politi-
cal event” and therefore “there
isnoquestion of Rahul Gandhi’s
live concert notbeing allowed at
Nehru Stadium”. He had said
thatifthe ruling party neverthe-
less refused permission, “a stu-
dent-and youth-opposed ruling
party” would be responsible.

Choukse had also alleged

that an administrative refusal
would reflect political pressure,
saying: “If permission is not
granted, it will be understood
that administrative officials too
are afraid of Rahul Gandhi’s
movement and campaign under
pressure from the ruling party,
due towhich the municipal cor-
porationisobjectingeven togiv-
ingthe NehruStadium onrent”.

The civic administration,
however, has maintained that
the decision is governed by exist-
ingrestrictions on the use of the
stadium. Municipal commis-
sioner Kshitij Singhal had said
that the administration would
take a decision only after exam-
ining “the guidelines previously
given by the High Court regard-
ing any kind of programme at
Nehru Stadium.”

Mayor Pushyamitra Bhar-
gavasubsequently said the Mad-
hya Pradesh High Court had
clearly stipulated that the sta-
dium could be used for sportsac-
tivities or state-level govern-
ment programmes. The
government’s position has
therefore been that the issue is
one of compliance with the
court’sdirectionsratherthanop-
position to Gandhi’s political
programme.

The dispute comes as the
Congress is expanding its cam-
paign, using student interac-
tions to raise questions about
examination paperleaks, cost of
education, government recruit-
ment and unemployment.

The party has already held
programmes in Kota in Rajas-
than, Dehradun in Uttarakhand,
Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh and
Pune in Maharashtra over the
past three months. The cam-
paign seeks to bring together
concernsaround educationand
employment, particularly those
affecting students and candi-
dates preparing for competitive
examinations.

Party leaders say Madhya
Pradesh is an important stop in
that campaign. Indore isa major
education centre and the Con-
gress is seeking a large student
turnout for Gandhi’s interaction.
The event would bring the
party’s national campaign on
education, examinations and
employmentdirectly intoa BJP-
ruled state.

Allahabad HC
dismisses plea
against Rahul's
citizenship, cites
lack of evidence

Lucknow: The Lucknow bench
of the Allahabad High Court
has dismissed as withdrawn a
writ petition challenging Con-
gressleader Rahul Gandhi’s In-
dian citizenship, observing that
the petitioners failed to pro-
duce any document to sub-
stantiate the allegation that he
was a British citizen. Abench of
Justices Shekhar B Saraf and
Abdhesh Kumar Chaudhary
passed the order on Monday,
which was made available on
Wednesday.

The petition filed by Ashok
Pande and Rajnish Kumar
Singh, sought a writ of quo war-
ranto, challenging Rahul’s right
to continue asan MP from Rae-
bareli on the ground that he
was allegedly a British national.

Singh alleged that Rahul
had incorporated UK-based
Backops Limited in 2003 and
declared himself its director,
major shareholder and a British
national. When asked to sub-
stantiate, Singh could not pro-
duce any purported declaration
by Rahul claiming British citi-
zenship. The writ petition was
dismissed as withdrawn. PTI

Democratic structure in Shiv Sena established by
Balasaheb altered by Uddhav: Shinde faction to SC

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, September 2

THE EKNATH Shinde-led fac-
tion told the Supreme Courton
Wednesday that the organisa-
tional structure established by
Shiv Sena founder Balasaheb
Thackeray to prevent the con-
centration of power in the
hands of the party chief and
make it more “democratic” was
significantly altered by Uddhav
Thackeray in 2018.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kantand Justices
Joymalya Bagchi and V Mo-
hana was told by Senior Advo-
cate Neeraj Kishan Kaul, ap-
pearing for the Shinde-led
faction, that the party constitu-
tion was submitted to the Elec-
tion Commission in 1999 after

Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde and (right) Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray

the poll body directed all politi-
cal partiesto place their consti-
tutions on record.

After the demise of Balasa-
heb Thackeray, the party pro-
ceeded to fundamentally alter
that structure, Kaul submitted.

“One of the principal argu-
ments sought to be raised is
that ECIembarked and created

an unknown jurisdiction of
looking into party Constitution.
From 1994, in various ordetrs,
ECI has been writing to all
political parties — either
through correspondence or
through orders passed that you
must have democratic consti-
tutions.

“Parties ought to ensure

that party constitutions are
democratic. Shiv Sena at some
stage came and said that our
constitution does not permit
elections. ECI convinced Shiv
Sena and amended constitu-
tion came into being. After
that, suddenly in 2018, new
constitution emerges,” Kaul
said.

The Senior Advocate also
submitted that Balasaheb
Thackeray's son Uddhav
Thackeray amended the con-
stitution and placed power in
the hands of the party chief. He
further argued that the party
didn’t place the amended con-
stitution on the commission's
record.

The hearing remained in-
conclusive and will continue
on September 15.

Oncerivals, now friends: MNS, KRV unite to
fight ‘Hindi imposition’ on southern states

Kiran Parashar

& Vallabh Ozarkar
Mumbai, Bengaluru,
September 2

SETTING ASIDE adecade-long
rivalry marked by fierce border
disputes, the Maharashtra Nav-
nirman Sena (MNS) and the
Karnataka Rakshana Vedike
(KRV) have formed ajoint front
against national political nar-
ratives, alleged Hindi imposi-
tion, and central tax disparities.

The two regional outfits met
in Bengaluru on Tuesday after
al3-year hiatus, havinglasten-
gaged officiallyin 2013 over the
Railway Recruitment Board
(RRB) exam language contro-
versy, to establish a unified
platform titled ‘Indian Lan-
guages Forum’.

An MNS delegation led by
party leader Sandeep Desh-

pande met KRV chief T A Na-
rayana Gowda and other office-
bearerstodraft al10-point com-
mon minimum programme
aimed at safeguarding regional
language identity and state
rights. The two organisations
plan to host a national forum
convention in New Delhi be-
tween October and November,
and to extend invitations to
representatives from Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, AndhraPradesh, Kerala,
Telangana, Puducherry, Goa,
West Bengal, and Punjab.
“The Centre and national
parties have been killing the in-
terests of the South Indian
states, be it in GST, language
imposition or regional political
parties. There is a sense of ur-
gency for South Indian organ-
isations to unite and fight it,” B
Sannirappa, state chief secre-
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REGISTRAR

tary of KRV, said.

Further, Deshpande said
that the MNS is also reaching
out to regional political parties
across southernIndia, including
planned visits to Tamil Nadu.

During Tuesday’s meeting,
both groups highlighted struc-
tural issues they argue disad-
vantage high-contributing
states. Both Maharashtra and
Karnataka contribute substan-
tial revenue tothe Centre but re-
ceive adisproportionately lower
share in return. The forum will
advocate for the rationalisation
of central tax devolution.

Concernswereraised thatthe
upcoming constituency delimi-
tation based on population will
further dilute political represen-
tation for states with lower popu-
lation growth, leaving states like
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, with
significantly higher numbers of

JPREN

(

dIeers

MPs compared to Maharashtra
and Karnataka. Both groups
agreed that MPs affiliated with
national parties like the BJPand
Congress fail to champion re-
gional demands effectively.

KRV leaders cited recent
narratives from the CJP as a
threat, attempting to marginal-
ise regional language politics
and identity movements.

While the MNS and the KRV
have clashed for more than two
decades over regional suprem-
acy, particularly regarding the
border district of Belagavi, both
the groups now agreed to
prioritise their shared fight over
regional identity.

KRV representatives stated
they have “no objection” to
peoplein Belagavilearning Ma-
rathi, provided they also learn
Kannada given Belagavi’s offi-
cial status as part of Karnataka.

Advartisement Mo, 802026
Government of India

Pubiic Enterprises Selection Board
Invites online applications for the post of

Director (Project & Services)
in

Container Corporation of India Limited

Last date of submission of onling application
by the applicant is by 15:00 hours on

21" September, 2026

Last date of forwarding of applications by the
MNodal officers on online system of PESB is by
17:00 hours

30" September, 2026
For details login to website

Link for registration of nodal officers’ competent
authorites is available on PESB websila.

s:hvww. pash.gov.in
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Phone: 011-71233525, CIN: L74899DL1998PLC093073
Email: investors@petroneting.in Company’s website: www.petronetlng.in

Notice of 28" Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the 28" Annual General Meeting (“28" AGM”) of the Members of Petronet LNG Limited
(“the Company”) will be convened on Monday, September 28, 2026 at 3:00 P.M. (IST) through Video Conference
(“VC”)/ Other Audio Visual Means (“OAVM”) facility to transact ordinary and special businesses, as set out in the
Notice of 28" AGM, in compliance with the circulars issued by Ministry of Corporate Affairs (“MCA”) and the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).

In terms of above MCA and SEBI circulars, the Notice of 28" AGM setting out the ordinary and special businesses
to be transacted at the AGM together with the Annual Report of the Company for the Financial Year 2025-26 has
been sent by email to those Members whose email addresses are registered with the Company/ concerned
Depository Participants/ Registrar and Share Transfer Agent of the Company (“RTA”) and the email process has
been completed on 02" September 2026.

The Notice and the Annual Report are also available on the Company's website at www.petronetlng.in and on the
website of the Stock Exchanges, i.e., BSE Limited and National Stock Exchange of India Limited at
www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com, respectively, and on the website of e-voting agency i.e. National
Securities Depository Limited (NSDL) at www.evoting.nsdl.com.

Record Date and Payment of Final Dividend 2025-26

Friday, 12 June 2026 was fixed as the ‘Record Date’ for determining the entitlement of shareholders to final
dividend (Rs. 3.00 per equity Share of Rs. 10 each) for FY 2025-26 (“Dividend”) as recommended by the Board of
Directors of the Company, subject to approval of the Members of the Company at the 28" AGM.

The final dividend, if approved, by the Members in the ensuing AGM, will be paid to the eligible shareholders
within the stipulated period of 30 days of declaration.

Members may note that the Income Tax Act, 2025, as amended by the Finance Act, 2026, mandates that dividend
paid or distributed by a Company is taxable in the hands of Members. The Company shall, therefore, be required to
deduct tax at source (“TDS”) at the time of making the payment of dividend. In order to enable
Company to determine the applicable TDS rate, Members were requested to submit the relevant documents on or
before 10" July 2026. The detailed communication regarding TDS on dividend is provided on the
link Petronet LNG Limited: TDS Related Information - Petronetlng.

Instructions for remote e-voting and e-voting during 28" AGM

In terms of statutory provisions, the Company is pleased to provide Members facility through NSDL to exercise
their right to vote on resolutions proposed to be considered at 28" AGM of the Company through remote e-voting

and electronic voting at the 28" AGM.

Members are requested to note the following:

Petronet LNG Limited

Regd. Office: Fourth Floor, Tower-I, World Trade Centre, Nauroji Nagar,

New Delhi — 110029

(i) The business of the meeting shall be transacted Yes
through remote e-voting system and Company is
providing facility for voting by electronic means

voting at AGM

(ii) Cut-off date to ascertain the eligibility of|Monday, September 21, 2026
Members to vote through remote e-voting or by

voting

(iii) Date and time of commencement of remote e- Thursday, September 24, 2026 (9:00 a.m. IST)

(iv) Date and time of end of remote e-voting

Sunday, September 27, 2026 (5:00 p.m. IST)

allowed beyond

Meeting is displayed

(v) Voting through electronic means shall not be Sunday, September 27, 2026 (5:00 p.m. IST)

(vi) Website address of the Company and NSDL -www.petronetlng.in
where the Notice of 28" Annual General www.evoting.nsdl.com

Notice Board at the Registered Office of the Company

remote e-voting

(vii) Contact details of the person responsible to Shri Rajesh Mishra,
address the grievances connected with the|Bigshare Services Private Limited (RTA)

Pinnacle Business Park

Office No. S6-2, 6" Floor,

Pinnacle Business Park, Next to Ahura Centre,

Mahakali Caves Road, Andheri (E),

Mumbai — 400093

Phone: 022-62638200, 011-42425004, 011-47565852
Email : investor@bigshareonline.com

In case of any queries, you may refer the Frequently
Asked Questions (FAQs) for Shareholders and e-voting
user manual for Shareholders available at the download
section of www.evoting.nsdl.com or call on 022-
48867000 or send a request to Ms. Pallavi Mhatre,
Senior Manager, NSDL at evoting@nsdl.co.in

A. The Members who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to the 28" AGM can also attend the 28" AGM
but shall not be entitled to cast their vote again.

B. During the period of remote e-voting as mentioned above, Members of the Company holding shares either in
physical form or in dematerialized from, as on the cut-off date i.e. Monday, September 21, 2026, may cast
their vote by remote e-voting. Remote e-voting shall not be allowed beyond Sunday, September 27, 2026 at 5:00
p.m. (IST) and the remote e-voting facility shall be blocked thereafter. Once the vote on a resolution is cast by
the Member through remote e-voting, the Member shall not be allowed to change it subsequently or cast the

vote again.

C. The voting rights of Members shall be in proportion to their shares of the paid-up equity share capital of the
Company as on the cut-off date i.e. Monday, September 21, 2026.

D. Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and become member of the Company after dispatch of the
Notice of 28" AGM or whose email id is not registered with the Company/ RTA / Respective DP and holding
shares as of the cut-off date i.e. Monday, September 21, 2026, may obtain the login ID and password by
sending a request at evoting@nsdl.co.in

E. The facility for voting electronically will be made available at the 28" AGM to the Members attending the
meeting who have not already cast their vote by remote e-voting.

F. A person, whose name is recorded in the register of Members or in the register of beneficial owners maintained
by the depositories as on the cut-off date only shall be entitled to avail the facility of remote e-voting as well as
voting at 28" AGM electronically. A person who is not a Member as on cut-off date should treat this Notice for

information purposes only.

G. The manner of voting for Members holding shares in dematerialized mode, physical mode and for Members
who have not registered their email address has been provided in the Notice of the AGM.

H. The resolutions, if passed by the requisite majority, shall be deemed to have been passed on the date of the
28" AGM i.e. Monday, September 28, 2026.

Members are requested to carefully read all the Notes set out in the Notice of the AGM with respect to instructions
for joining the AGM, manner of casting vote etc.

General appeal to Members

It is earnestly requested that the Members who have yet not registered/ updated their KYC details including PAN,
choice of nomination, contact details (mobile number, email address), bank account details, specimen signatures to
notify the same to your concerned depository, if the shares are held in dematerialized form and, in case the shares
are held in physical form, to notify the same to the Registrar and Share Transfer Agent of the Company.

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to SEBI Circular no. HO/38/13/11(2)2026-MIRSD-POD/ 1/3750/2026 dated
January 30, 2026, the Company has opened a special window from February 05, 2026 to February 04, 2027 for
transfer and dematerialisation (“demat”) of physical securities which were sold/purchased prior to April 01, 2019 to

facilitate ease of investing for investors and to secure their rights in the securities purchased by them.

Investors may submit their request till February 04, 2027, with the Registrar & Share Transfer Agent (RTA) of the
Company. Investors must have a demat account and provide the necessary documents as specified in the SEBI
circular dated 30.01.2026, while raising request for transfer of physical shares with RTA. Detailed circular is
available at the website of the Company at www.petronetlng.in.

By order of the Board

For Petronet LNG Limited

Sd/-

Place: New Delhi (Rajan Kapur)
Date: 02" September 2026 GGM & President - Company Secretary
Note : No gifts, gift coupons or cash in lieu of gifts shall be distributed to Members in the context

epaper.indianexpress.com ..

New Delhi

of 28" Annual General Meeting.
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e donation Counting process 3,0 ram Temple trustees

Report Card

COME ELECTIONS, state
governments and chief
ministers take extra
measures to publicise their
achievements. Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhamifound a
unique way to present his
report card tothe voters —a
hardcoverbookin Hindi,
‘Nayak se Jannayak: Push-
kar Singh Dhami’. Authored
by Madan Mohan Sati and
Suwarn Rawa, the book
documents all policy deci-
sions, speeches and activ-
itiesof the CMin thelast
five years, along with two
plays with Dhami as the
protagonist. The first play,
‘Karmayogi’, depicts Dhami
asamanofaction whoim-
plemented the UCC and
anti-conversion lawsin the
state. The second play, ‘The
Mission Silkyara’, explains
how the CM coordinated the
operationtorescue 41 con-
struction workers trapped
for 17 daysin the Silkyara
tunnel collapsein 2023. The
plays have been staged at
multiple locations across
the states and their
frequency may goup asthe
election nears, say sources.

New Chambers

THE BJPis undertakinga
pan-office maintenance
drive for each ofits

newly appointed organisa-
tional hands. All office
chambers across its four-
storey headquarterson
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg
are being spruced up. Most
of the new office-bearers
have moved into the
allotted chambers, buta
handful are still waiting for
their rooms to be ready.

AlMIMleader
joins Congress,
says ‘Owaisi
helping BJP by
targeting Opp’

Express News Service
Lucknow, September 2

ALL INDIA Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) national
spokesperson Syed Asim Wagar
joined the Congress on Wednes-
day. He claimed that AIMIM,
under Asaduddin Owaisi, only
pays “lip service” to removing
the BJP, but in reality it is fight-
ing against those who seek to
bring down the ruling party.

Wagar, who was considered
to be close to Owaisi, joined the
Congress in the presence of
Uttar Pradesh All India Con-
gress Committee (AICC) in-
charge Rajendra Pal Gautam,
UP Congress president Ajay Rai
and AICC Minority Department
chairman Imran Pratapgarhi at
the party office in New Delhi.
Congress insiders say Wagar’s
joiningissignificant asthe party
looks to expand its outreach
among Muslims in UP, which
goestothe polls early next year.

During a briefing, Waqar
said, “On the ground, we don’t
fight the BJP; we fight the Con-
gress, the Samajwadi Party; we
are fighting every other person
who wants to remove the BJP...
So, I felt that if we keep fighting
the Opposition and don’t allow
ittoexpand, then we are helping
the BJP.I have decided thatifwe
are true nationalistsand want to
remove the BJP honestly, then
our objective should be to fight
the BJP. If we are fighting
enemies of the BJP, then we are
friends of the BJP... In reality, if
someone is fighting the BJP
across India, it is the Congress,
Rahul Gandhi and his people.”

His departure comes at a
time when the AIMIM aims to
strengthen its presence in UP,
targeting towin several seatsin
districts with significant Mus-
lim populations.

Set to bringin tech,
reduce humanrole

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, September 2

AS THE Shri Ram Janmb-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust
undergoes a major adminis-
trative shake-up following the
alleged theft of donations at the
temple in Ayodhya, it is plan-
ning to reduce human inter-
vention and instead use tech-
nology to make the counting
process more efficient.
AtWednesday’s meeting, the
Trust members discussed pro-
posals from an IIT and two
banks to explore “a technology-
based system to count cash of-
ferings” at the Ram Temple.
“The proposals submitted by the
IIT and the two banks will be
examined by the Trust, follow-
ing which a decision will be
taken on taking it forward,” an
official of the Trust said, adding
thatother financial matterswere
also discussed at the meeting,
The move comesastheRam
Temple, which draws a large
number of devoteessinceitsin-
ception in January 2024, hasto
deal with increasingly high vol-
umes of offerings. Bringing
technology into the cash-count-
ing processis part of the Trust’s
broader effort to strengthen its

Members of the Ram Temple Trust during a meeting in Ayodhya on Wednesday. pri

administrative and financial
systems in the wake of the do-
nation theft scandal.

The Special Investigation
Team (SIT), which was consti-
tuted by the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment to probe the embezzle-
ment, in its report, flagged key
lapses that led to the theft of
cash and valuables by em-
ployeesengaged in the counting
of donations. After allegations
of theft of donated funds and
valuables blew up in June this
year, several security measures
were introduced for counting
agents, including pocketless
gowns, dedicated changing
areas, repeated frisking, and
tighter CCTV oversight.

So far, Ayodhya police have
arrested eight men —six count-
ing agents, a driver for former

EXPRESS special

general secretary of the Trust,
ChampatRai,and aretired bank
employee who was in charge of
the donation-counting shifts.

Trust welcomes SC
order on SIT probe

Meanwhile, the Trust wel-
comed the Supreme Court’s
July 27 order directing the UP
governmenttobringinaninde-
pendent forensic auditor to the
SIT probe into the alleged dona-
tion theft. The Trust said the
apex court’s order set out the
scope and time period of the SIT
probe, besides specifying the
matters to be investigated. “It
will help establish the truth and
remove any confusion among
the public,” the Trust said.

Calling for an “impartial and
above board” probe, a three-

Al clips to memes: In Punjab,
how Cong vs AAP vs BJP
battle flares on social media

Kanchan Vasdev
Chandigarh, September 2

FROM DIGITALLY dressingup
aturbaned Sikh politicianinan
off-shoulder woman outfit to
showing a chief minister being
slapped inside a classroom, the
social media battle between
political rivals in Punjab seems
tohave hitanewlowinthe run-
up to the Assembly elections
due in February 2027.

With the parties increas-
ingly using Al-generated vi-
deos, memes and images to at-
tack their opponents, the lines
between political satire and
personal attacks appear to be
getting blurred. This has re-
centlyled toa courtintervening
in a case involving Congress
MLA Sukhpal Singh Khaira. In
avideo circulated on Facebook
by a handle called “Charda
Punjab” and on Instagram by
“Charda_apunjab”, Khaira’s
face, beard and turbaned Sikh
appearance were allegedly
superimposed on an artificially
generated body of a woman.

“Parties must refrain from
putting up such posts as it takes
the political discourse too low.
Even while dealing with oppo-
nents, a certain degree of stan-
dard and grace must be main-
tained. I moved court as I felt
strongly about it,” Khaira told
The Indian Express. After this
video went viral, Khaira ap-
proached the Chandigarh Dis-
trict Court, seeking protection of

Even while dealing with
opponents, a certain degree of
standard and grace must be
maintained: Congress MLA
Sukhpal Singh Khaira

his reputation, dignity and per-
sonality rights, besides damages.
While granting ad-interim
relief, the court observed that the
content appeared tobe defama-
tory, objectionable and Al-gen-
erated, and that its continued
circulation could cause irrepar-
ableinjury. Italso directed Meta
to take down the post and dis-
able access within 72 hours.
Barely weeks later, however,
the social media battle appeared
to have descended another
notch. Last week, the Punjab
BJP’s official social media
handle shared an Al-generated
video in which Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann was shown
being slapped inside a class-
room. It was built around a con-
troversy over alleged spelling
mistakes in educational ma-
terial. It showed a student writ-

ingincorrectspellingsin a note-
book, with Mann, AAP national
convenor Arvind Kejriwal and
Education Minister Harjot Singh
Bains appearing in the class-
room. Mann was then shown
being slapped. The BJP deleted
the video after it drew criticism.
Punjab BJP president Kewal
Singh Dhillon sought todistance
himself from the post, saying he
had not seen the video and did
not want the CM to be insulted.
“Thisad isastonishingly ar-
rogant & stupid! Showing a
Chief Minister, actually any
human being slapped is not a
political argument,” social ac-
tivist Tehseen Poonawalla
wrote on X, adding that reduc-
ing campaigning to “play-
ground violence” amounted to
losing the political debate, de-
scribing the video as “childish-
ness with the Lotus symbol”.
The AAP and the BJP subse-
quently traded charges over the
use of Al-generated content.
AAP spokesperson Bikram-
jit Passey said, “They should be
ashamed they are posting such
videos. BJP has always spread
hatred, and should apologise...”
BJP spokesperson Pritpal
Singh Baliewal, however, said
they would not apologise. “If we
open AAP’ssocial media pages,
youwill see many Punjab’s Sikh
leaders beingmocked at with Al
videos. How will AAP respond
to this? In our video, did we
mention anywhere that it was
Mann? We won’t apologise.”

judge bench led by CJI Surya
Kant had said that the SIT has
access to the temple Trust’s fi-
nancial records and would look
intoit, with the court’s focusre-
maining on the quality and
credibility of the investigation.

Approves accounts
for2025-26

The Trust also approved its
annual accounts for the 2025-
26 financial year. According to
the accounts, the Ram Temple
had an income of Rs 237 crore
and expenditure totalling Rs 99
crore during the 2025-26 finan-
cial year. It incurred a further
expenditure of Rs 425 crore on
construction and other works.
Ason March 31,2026, the Trust
had Rs 1,882 crorein total avail-
able funds.

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, September 2

BESIDES APPOINTING retired
Air Marshal Jitendra Mishra as
the first Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya, the Shri Ram Janmb-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Truston
Wednesday inducted three new
trustees, including its first
woman member.

The appointment of Dr Nir-
mala Yadav, advocate Madan
Mohan Pandey and business-
man-social worker Mahesh
Bhagchandka is notable not
only for broader social inclusion
— induction of a woman OBC
member — but also for roping
in people from different profes-
sionsand areas of experiencein
abid to expand the Trust’s pro-
file and people’s faith in it after
the donation theft scandal.

The trio will fill the positions
that fell vacant after Bimlendra
Mohan Mishra’s death last year
and the resignation of former
general secretary Champat Rai
and member Anil Mishrain the
wake of the donation theft row.
The three new members are:

® Dr Nirmala Yadav

The retired college principal
from Shikohabad in Uttar Pra-
desh, Yadav is the first woman
member of Shri Ram Janmb-
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust. A

| postgraduatein Hindi and San-

Trio tofill positions
thatfellvacant after
Bimlendra Mohan
Mishra’s death last
year & resignation of
ex-gensecy Champat
Rai, member Anil
Mishraamidthe
donation theft row

skritwith aPhD, the 66-year-old
served as a college principal for
19 years and a member of the
university executive council for
15 years, giving her substantial
experienceinacademicandin-
stitutional administration.

B Madan Mohan Pandey
The induction of Madan
Mohan Pandey, 74, as a Trust
member brings adifferent kind
of institutional experience. A
law graduate and advocate
based in Ayodhya Cantonment,
Pandeywas associated with the
Ram Janmbhoomi litigation for
nearly three decades. Accord-
ingtothe Trust, herepresented
Shri Ram Lalla Virajman and
Mahant Shri Ramchandra
Paramhans before the Allaha-
bad High Court and the Su-
preme Court from 1990-2019.
That period covered crucial
stages of the dispute, culminat-
ing in the top court’s 2019 ver-

dict, paving the way for the con-
struction of Ram Temple in
Ayodhya. Pandey also served as
Additional Advocate General of
Uttar Pradesh for six years. His
current associations include
serving as vice-president of
Shri Hari Satsang Samiti and
patron of the Kathakar Yojana
Training Centre in Ayodhya.

B Mahesh Bhagchandka
The 68-year-old Delhi-based
businessman and social worket,
Bhagchandka, has been ap-
pointed as the new Treasurer of
the Trust. He will replace Go-
vind Giri, who was earlier elev-
ated to the post of general sec-
retary, replacing Champat Rai.
Associated with the Ashok
Singhal Foundation, Bhag-
chandkaisalsoamember ofthe
executive committee of the
World Hindu Economic Forum.
Hehasalsobeen associated with
theinstallation of Ram Stambhs
at 292 sites linked to the Shri
Ram Van Gaman Yatra and took
part as a yajman in the Ram
Temple Bhoomi Pujan and Pran
Pratishtha ceremonies.
Bhagchandka, a graduate,
has penned thebook ‘Hindutva
Ke Prayog’. His association with
the Ashok Singhal Foundation
is significant in the context of
the Ram temple movement,
given Singhal's prominent role
in the campaign for the Ram
Janmbhoomi temple.

2 Kuki-Zo MLAs attend Manipur House
session — 1st time in over 3 yrs of unrest

Leivon Jimmy
Imphal, September 2

IN A significant development,
two Kuki-Zo MLAs physically
attended the Manipur legis-
lative session, which began on
Wednesday, after a gap of
around three-and-a-halfyears.

Saitu MLA Haokholet
Kipgen and Saikul MLA Kimneo
Haokip refrained from visiting
the Assembly, like other Kuki-Zo
legislators, since ethnic conflict
broke out in the Northeastern
state in 2023. They had cited se-
curity reasons for their decision.

Earlier, three Kuki-Zo MLAS,
including Deputy Chief Minister
Nemcha Kipgen, Churachand-
pur legislator L M Khaute and Ti-
paimukh MLA Ngursanglur Sa-
nate, virtually attended the last
sessionin February. Thereare10
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Kuki-Zo MLAs Kimneo Haokip (left) and Haokholet Kipgen arrive at
the Manipur Assembly in Imphal on Wednesday. express

Kuki-Zo MLAs in the 60-
member Manipur Assembly.
On his return to the Assem-
bly, Kipgen said that he was
happytobebackand attend the
House session after along gap.
CM Yumnam Khemchand
Singh welcomed the participa-
tion of the Kuki-Zo MLAs, de-

scribing it as a positive step to-
wards promoting unity and
peacein Manipur. “Collective ef-
forts could help the state move
forward on the path to peace.”
Singh attributed the develop-
ment to the state government’s
sustained efforts to address and
reduce the trust deficit among

different communities. He reit-
erated hisgovernment’s panel to
inclusive dialogue, reconcili-
ation and effortstorestore peace
and understanding.

The two MLAs attended the
session despite a call by Kuki
Inpi Manipur, an apex body of
Kuki tribes, asking MLASs from
the community to skip the
session until the demand for a
separate administration is ad-
dressed. “The participation of
Kuki-Zo MLAs in the Manipur
Legislative House, at a time
when the fundamental political
question concerning the future
of Kuki-Zo people remains unre-
solved, would be inconsistent
with the collective political posi-
tion and aspirations of the Kuki-
Zo people... There can be no re-
turntobusiness as usual without
apolitical solution...,” it said.

‘Baseless’: Raj asthan HCjudge on allegations against him

Hamza Khan
Jaipur, September 2

IN HIS first comments since
allegations against him became
public, Justice Sanjeev Prakash
Sharma, the Acting Chief Jus-
tice of the Rajasthan High
Courtwhowent on leave earlier
this week, called claims against
him baseless.

On Monday, the Collegium
had recommended Chhattis-
garh High Court Judge Sanjay
K Agarwal as the Chief Justice
of the Rajasthan HC, replacing
Justice Sharma.

“In the context of the recent
developments in the media and
social media, I want to make it

Justice Sanjeev Prakash
Sharma has been accused of
misuse of powers by Supreme
Court’s Justice Sandeep Mehta

clear that I deny all these allega-
tions. All the allegations are base-
less and have been made by the
Honourable Judge out of ani-

mosity (ranjish),” JusticeSharma
said in a statement in Hindi. “I
have submitted my position to
the Honourable Supreme Court
Justice, MrSuryaKant.Thavere-
futed, with evidence, the base-
less, false, and fact-less allega-
tions made by Honourable
Sandeep Mehta in his letters.”
Earlier this month, letters
by Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice Sandeep Mehta to CJI
Surya Kant became public. In
his letters sent to the CJI —on
August 2, August 10 and Au-
gust 17 — and copied to other
members of the Supreme
Court Collegium, Justice
Mehta accused Justice Sharma
of “misuse of powers” and said

he had received “several com-
plaints”, which “raise doubts”
on the Acting CJ’s “integrity”.
Based on this, Justice Mehta
also sought transfer of the act-
ing CJ to another High Court
and the appointment of a new
Chief Justice.

In his statement, Justice
Sharma added, “I humbly ap-
peal to the media, lawyers, and
othersto respect the principles
of justice and remain patient
untilthe CJIissues adecision. I
have complete faith in the In-
dianjudicial system. And soon,
when the time is right and the
CJI approves, I will personally
present my case to the media.
Please be patient until then.”

e FROM RAJASTHAN’'S SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE PUSH TO GOA’S STALLED CONVERSION BILL, RECENT MOVES SUGGEST A BJP MORE RESPONSIVE TO PRESSURE

Decisiveness to calibration: Why BJP appears more cautious

CAPITALCONTEXT
BY L1z MATHEW

A WEEKLY LOOK AT POLITICS IN
A STATE FROM THE VANTAGE
POINT OF NEW DELHI

SINCE THE Jantar Mantar pro-
testsin July that forced the first
resignation of a Union Minister
under public pressure in 12
years, the BJPhasappeared the
most tentative it has ever
looked, with the decisiveness
that it once projected as a hall-
mark ofits governance replaced
by calibration under pressure.
The government that had
once moved swiftly and tactfully
on the abrogation of Article 370
and the passage of the CAA has
held back on several items of its
legislative agenda, even as state
governments ruled by the party

take corrective measures to en-
sure they are not hit by protests.
In recent weeks, the following
developments have taken place:

W In Rajasthan, the Bhajan
Lal Sharma government on Au-
gust 21 announced a three-year
roadmap worth Rs12,500 crore
to overhaul the school infra-
structure across the state. This
came amid the CJP’s school
audit programme, and the gov-
ernment, it seemed, tried toen-
sure that it did not snowball
into a major protest ahead of
the local body elections.

B In Goa, after pushback
from legislators, including
from within the party, the Pra-
mod Sawant government on
August 31 decided not to intro-
duce the anti-religious conver-
sion Bill in the Assembly. The
state Cabinet last week passed
the Goa Prohibition of Unlaw-

Several BJP leaders say the September 12-13 BRICS Summit in Delhi
would help underline Prime Minister Narendra Modi’simage as a
strong leader of international standing. ExPResS FILE

ful Conversion of Religion Bill,
2026, and it was expected to be
taken up in the House’s on-
going Monsoon Session.

B On August 21, Delhi Police
registered a case over the pellet
injuries that a 19-year-old suf-

epaper.indfanexpress.mm.- .

fered during the July 20 pro-
testsled by the CJP. Police acted
after LoP Rahul Gandhi held a
seven-hour dharna along with
the youngster and his mother
outside a police station.

Many BJP leaders, however,

denied there wasa cause for con-
cern, pointing to the latest
numbers on the economy. “The
GDP has grown 7.8% in Quarter
1and that is great news for the
government. People indeed
have to feel that the economy is
growing at a robust pace, but
such good news will definitely
boostthemoraleinthe party and
the government,” said aleader.
Some in the party also said
the September12-13 BRICS Sum-
mit in Delhi would help under-
line Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s image as a strong leader
of international standing and
could potentially overshadow
any domestic political concerns.
However, some of these ap-
prehensions persist in sections
of the BJP, with some drawing
parallels with two notable mo-
ments from the past when the
party has come under strain.

New Delhi

While some pointed to the tur-
bulenceinthe party and the RSS
during LK Advani’s 2005 visit to
Pakistan, when he described
Muhammad Ali Jinnah as
“secular”, others spoke of the cri-
sis that followed PM V P Singh’s
decision in 1990 to implement
the Mandal Commission report
that granted 27% reservation in
jobsand educationtothe OBCs.
A BJP leader claimed the
current situation had the poten-
tial to “derail” the party’s politi-
cal calculations and trigger re-
alignments in several states.
“The slogans the BJP has used
since 2014 appear to have lost
their edge. PM Modi’s most po-
tent weapon has been his com-
munication with the people. But
itisnotresonatingas much with
a powerful section — one of the
most influential ones — as it
used to,” said another source.

Whatbegan asa student pro-
testagainstthe NEET paper leak
could potentially transforminto
a multi-pronged challenge for
the government, with senior BJP
leaders saying the leadership
would have tobe ready for “flexi-
bility for a course correction”.

But this is something the
BJP has managed to pull off
earlier — during the farm pro-
tests and post-2024 Lok Sabha
blip. Also, a crucial distinction
to make between the present
moment and Advani’s Jinnah
row and the Mandal momentis
that circumstances were differ-
ent. The BJP was not in power
duringthe Advaniepisode and
supported the V P Singh gov-
ernment from outside in 1990.
This time, though it may have
hit a bump in the road, it re-
mains the most dominant
political force in India.
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Indiaraps
Pakistan over
‘destruction of
century-old
Hindu temple’

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 2

INDIA ON Wednesday un-
equivocally condemned there-
ported destruction of a Hindu
temple in the Narowal region of
Pakistan, demanding that Isla-
mabad promptly investigate
the incident and hold those re-
sponsible fully accountable.

New Delhi said that Pakistan
must take immediate measures
to restore the “desecrated
temple” and fulfil its primary
obligation to guarantee the
safety, security and well-being
of all its minority citizens.

“We have noted...the dis-
turbing reports of the destruc-
tion of a historic Hindu temple
in village Siraj, Narowal, Pakis-
tan. We unequivocally con-
demn this reprehensible act of
vandalism against acentury-old
minority place of worship,” the
Ministry of External Affairs spo-
kesperson Randhir Jaiswal said.

“The apparent apathy of
authorities and failure to pro-
tect this century-old temple is
alarming,” Jaiswal said, adding
thatsuch incidents are a “stark
reminder” of the continuing
“vulnerability” of minority
communities and the “egre-
gious violations” of their relig-
ious freedoms and places of
worship in Pakistan.

COURT FLAGS DISCREPANCIES IN ACCIDENTAL DEATH REPORT

Six years later, Bombay HC orders

CBI probe into Disha Salian’s death

Omkar Gokhale
Mumbai, September 2

SIX YEARS after Disha Salian’s
death, the Bombay High Court
on Wednesday ordered a fresh
investigation by the CBI, saying
that the Mumbai Police inquiry
had “raised more questions
than it answers” and that an
FIR was necessary to establish
whether a cognisable offence
had been committed.

At the same time, the court
made it clear that the CBI must
not treat anyone as an accused
unlessthe investigation throws
up sufficient grounds for rea-
sonable suspicion.

Disha, a former manager of
late actor Sushant Singh
Rajput, on the night between
June 8 and 9, 2020, died after
falling from a residential build-
ingin Malad, Mumbai. Six days
later, Rajput was found dead at
his Bandra residence.

Thebench of Justice Sarang
V Kotwal and Justice Ranjit-
sinha R Bhonsale directed the
CBItoappointaninvestigating
officer, record the statement of
Salian’s father Satish Salian and
investigate “all aspects sur-
rounding the circumstances”
in which she died.

The court also flagged 10 cir-
cumstancesin the case records

Secunderabad
cantonment arms
theft: Police suspect
insider’s involvement

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, September 2

THE THEFT of 12 weapons,
over 1,000 rounds of ammuni-
tion and a pair of passive night-
vision binoculars from the
high-security Secunderabad
Cantonment near Hyderabad
in Telangana was likely an in-
sidejob, TheIndian Express has
learnt.

Accordingto police sources,
the theft of four AK-203 assault
rifles, seven pistols, an INSAS
rifle, the ammunition and the
binoculars could have occurred
within a 12-hour window from
6 pm on August 30 to 6 am on
August 31. The theft was de-
tected when the kote — ar-
moury — and the ammunition
storage were opened and the
door locks were found broken.

“It’s most definitely an in-
sidejob,” a Telangana police of-
ficer who is part of the investi-
gation said.

The police suspect asection
of defence personnel with ac-
cesstothe kote of being behind
it. For this, sources cite three
reasons — that the armoury is
guarded around the clock, that
there were Army guards at the
time of the theft, and that the
guards didn't sound the man-
ual alarm.

“We have so far questioned
some defence personnel in
connection with the case. We
are questioning why the guards
did not notice the crime or why
they were feigning ignorance,”
apolice officer said.

Among those questioned
are some old-timers and young

4 AK-203 assault
rifles, 7 pistols,
INSAS rifle, and
binoculars, etc. went
missing

personnel, the officer said.

“Vehicles had gone in and
out of the cantonment during
this 12-hour period,” a source
said. “A complaint was lodged
with the police because it is sus-
pected that the arms have left
the cantonment and are with
unauthorised personnel,” a
source said.

The arms were allegedly
stolen from astoreroomonthe
premises of the 20 Madras
Regiment. The incident came
to light around 7:50 am on
Monday. A case for trespass and
theft of government property
was registered under the Bha-
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Major Probal DasGupta, an
Army veteran, author, and stra-
tegic commentator, called it a
“serious, unusual issue”.

“Giventhe information cur-
rently available, chances of an
external break-in, without the
theft being noticed until the
next morning, are remote since
thearmouryis heavily guarded
at all times. The Army has laid
down procedures for issue and
return of weapons from the
kote. Going by its past practice,
the Army is expected to take
this theft seriously. We expect
information on this to be
known clearly after the in-
quiry,” he told The Indian Ex-
press.

Disha Salian’s (right) father Satish Salian at Bombay HC. AkasH paTIL

that, it said, required a thor-
ough investigation, includinga
belated spot panchnama, dis-
crepancies in the accidental
death report and unexplained
police presence at the building
before Salian’s death was re-
ported.

The HC said the Mumbai
Police had “sufficient oppor-
tunity to investigate the of-
fence” but had not registered
an FIR despite allegations
pointing to a cognisable of-
fence. Instead, the police had
proceeded under Section 174 of
the CrPC, which the court
found “inadequate and insuffi-
cient”.

The court directed the Mal-
vani police station to hand over

all relevant papers and articles
to the CBI officer and said the
investigation should be con-
ducted under the Bharatiya Na-
garik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS),
2023.

“Nobody shall be treated as
an accused, unless in the
opinion of the IO there are suf-
ficient grounds toraise reason-
able suspicion against him de-
pending on the material
collected under the investiga-
tion,” the HC said, adding that
itwas making “no observations
against any particular individ-
ual”.

The court said the CBI
should file an appropriate re-
port before the competent
court if an offence is made out.

If the investigation finds that
no offence was committed, the
CBI should file a summary,
against which Disha’s father
would have the right to file a
protest petition.

The court also said the fresh
investigation was necessary to
ensure that evidence, if any,
was not destroyed or lost with
the passage of time. It observed
that an investigation that had
already continued in two stages
for six years “cannot go on for
an inordinately long time”.

Disha’s father had initially
raised concerns over attempts
to malign his daughter’s name
amid speculation surrounding
herdeath. In2025, however, he
approached the HC through

"EXPRESS special

advocate Nilesh Ojha, alleging
a cover-up in the investigation
and seeking registration of an
FIR and a fresh probe.

Opposingthe plea, Mumbai
Police, represented by Chief
Public Prosecutor Shishir
Hiray, said itsinvestigation had
concluded that Salian died by
suicide.

Italsotold the court thatthe
findings of a Special Investiga-
tion Team constituted in 2023
were consistent with those of
the earlier investigation and
found no foul play. The police
said the investigation did not
substantiate allegations of sex-
ual assault.

Senior Advocate Sudeep
Pasbola, appearing for interve-
nor and Shiv Sena (UBT) MLA
Aaditya Thackeray, who had
been named in social media
posts relating to the case, ex-
pressed sympathy for Disha’s
father and said he deserved
“proper closure”. However, Pas-
bolasaid the intervenor should
not be targeted for political mo-
tives.

The HC directed the CBI to
interact with Disha’s family
“with sensitivity”, while also
ensuringthat “noinnocent per-
son is harassed” and that “the
offenders, if any, are made to
face the trial”.

Why Haryana sanitation workers’
strike puts BJP govt on back foot

Sukhbir Siwach
Chandigarh, September 2

AS THE principal Opposition
Congress party’s MLASs created
an uproar in the Haryana As-
sembly on Tuesday over the on-
going state-wide strike by sani-
tation workers in a bid to corner
the Nayab Singh Saini-led BJP
government, Social Justice Min-
ister Krishan Bedi told the House
thatthe government has held six
rounds of meetings with them.

The strike by around 13,000
sanitation workers demanding
regularisation of their jobs,
which entered 28th day on Wed-
nesday, has severely disrupted
the sanitation services in urban
areas across the state, even re-
sultingin clashesbetweenthem
and local officials in several
areas. At least two ministers —
Bedi and Urban Local Bodies
(ULB) Minister Vipul Goel —
have been holding meetings
with the agitating workers.

Inseveral instances, local of-
ficials, accompanied by police
personnel, tried to clear ac-
cumulated garbage using JCB
machines, only to be stopped by
protesting sanitation workers.
Videos from several locations
showed policemen tryingto re-
move such obstructing workers
with some protesters, including
women, purportedly throwing
garbage at them.

At places, protesters were
briefly detained and taken to po-
lice lines or stations or neigh-
bouring towns. Even FIRs have
been registered against several
of them. The Nagarpalika Ka-
ramchari Sangh, spearheading
the agitation, alleged that po-
licemen misbehaved or as-
saulted many women sanitation

Police personnel and sanitation workers at the protest site in
Haryana’s Hisar on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

workers during the protests.
Raising the issue in the As-
sembly, five-time Congress MLA
and Dalit leader Geeta Bhukkal
alleged that “the hair of women
sanitation workers were pulled
bypolice and they were dragged
intotheirvehicles”. As Congress
legislatorsraised slogansin sup-
portofthe striking workers, Bedi
accused the Opposition of “pro-
voking the agitators”, alleging
that “they wanttodisturbtheat-
mosphere of the state”. Bedisaid
that the Saini government has
already accepted 12 of the
workers’ 13 demands, adding
there were legal hurdles in ac-
cepting their demand for regu-
larisation of their services.
Earlier, Goel said the govern-
ment had sought the Advocate
General’s opinion on the issue.
“The court says that so many
employees can’t be regularised
in this manner. The high court
saysthiswould amount to back-
door entry. We have offered in-
creased financial benefits, but

they are not ready to accept it.”

Chief Minister Saini said
such issues had arisen during
the previous Congress regime
too. “...the BJP government is
continuously working towards
finding their solutions,” hesaid,
accusing the Congress of trying
to politicise the matter.

Valmiki factor

For the BJP, however, the
concern goes beyond the de-
teriorating sanitation situation
and increasing clashes between
officials and protesters. The
strike has political implications
because alarge section of sanita-
tion workers belongs to the Val-
miki community, which the BJP
hasbeen trying to woo in recent
years. Valmikis account for a sig-
nificant section of Haryana’s
Scheduled Caste population.

TheBJPhas, however, made
massive effortsin recent yearsto
expand its support among Val-
mikis and other SC commu-
nities. Dalits account for 20% of

the state’s population. Such
caste dynamics assumed addi-
tional significance after the BJP
government, in its first Cabinet
meeting after returning to power
in the state in October 2024 for
the third consecutive time, de-
cided to implement the apex
court’s August 2024 judgment,
allowing statesto sub-categorise
the SCs/Scheduled Tribestoen-
sure grant of quota to more back-
ward castes in these groups.

A traditional Congress vote
base in Haryana, the sanitation
workers’ protest emerged as a
new flashpoint in state politics
with the Congress trying to
corner the BJP government on
the issue, accusing it of using
force to suppress the strike.

In the Assembly, senior Con-
gresslegislator Ashok Arorasug-
gested that the House pass ares-
olution seeking regularisation of
sanitation workers’ services, of-
feringthe Congress’s support for
such a move. The BJP govern-
ment seems to be increasingly
coming under pressure in the
absence of any breakthrough so
far despiteitsrepeated attempts
toachieveit. Bedi, who referred
to the protesting workers as
“merasamaj” (my community),
hasannounced that he will soon
tour the state to meet workers
and address their concerns.

Sanitation workers on the
municipal rolls in Haryana get
Rs 19,000 per month as wages.
The Saini government has pro-
posed toincreaseit toRs 21,000.

Devi Das Valmiki, president
of Dalit-A Mahapanchayat, said
the ongoing agitation and the
use of police force against pro-
testers had angered Valmikis
and could “alienate” the com-
munity from the BJP.

* BRIEFLY

Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari and Union Minister of State Sukanta
Majumdar destroy illegal cough syrup, in Balurghat, Wednesday. pri

WEST BENGAL

Anti-drug drive: Suvendu bulldozes
2lakhillegal cough syrup bottles

Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari on Wednesday drove a
bulldozer over nearly 2lakh bottles of banned cough syrup
in Balurghat, Dakshin Dinajpur district, as part of an anti-
drug campaign. Accompanied by Union Minister of State
and Balurghat MP Sukanta Majumdar, Adhikari drove the
road roller and crushed the bottles lined up outside the of-
fice of the Dakshin Dinajpur’s Superintendent of Police.
State Health Minister Shardwat Mukhopadhyay was also
present atthe event. Referring to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's campaign for creating a “drug-free India” by 2029,
Adhikari said the initiative was “extremely relevant and
timely”. Inthe past, illegal liquor bottles have been seen
being destroyed using road rollers in Gujarat and Bihar. ENS

Soldier found
dead onrailway

trackin Pune

AN ARMY havildar posted
atthe National Defence
Academy (NDA)in Pune
was found dead on arailway
track on Tuesday. A Court of
Inquiry hasbeen ordered to
ascertain the cause of
death, officers said on Wed-
nesday. The deceased was
identified as Havildar Jag-
tar Singh, posted at NDA,
Khadakwasla, and hailed
from Mansa, Punjab. “At
around 5.30 pm on Tuesday,
the Railway Protection
Force (RPF) found the sol-
dier’sbody on the railway
tracklinking Khadkiand
Shivaji Nagar. The body was
sent for post-mortem,” the
communication said. ENS

School teacher
hackstodeath

wife, 2 children

A SCHOOL teacher
allegedly hacked to death
his wife and two children
with amachete in Dhemaji,
Assam, on Wednesday
morning, police said. The
man’s eldest daughter, 13,
was critically injured and is
undergoing treatment, they
said. A police officer said
while the motive is unclear,
economic hardshipis sus-
pected. The deceased have
beenidentified as Chinuara
Begum (33), Shakil Ali (8)
and Rijika Begum (5). The
accused, ateacher at Gam-
chuk Primary School, was
arrested, police said. He
claimed he did the actdue
to financial hardship. PTI

Jaishankar commences
trip to Ukraine, Poland

Shubhaijit Roy
New Delhi, September 2

IN A diplomatic tightrope walk,
External Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar is headed
to Ukraine on a bilateral visiton
Thursday even as Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi continues
his engagements with Russia.

Announcing the visit on
Wednesday, a Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs spokesperson said
Jaishankar “will undertake an
official visit to Ukraine and the
Republic of Poland from 3-5
September 2026”.

“...EAM will hold bilateral
consultations with his counter-
parts, Foreign Minister Andrii
Sybiha of Ukraine, and Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Radostaw Sikorski of
Poland,” the spokesperson said.

“The visit will focus on en-
hancingbilateral relations and
also provide an opportunity to
exchange views onregional de-
velopments and issues of mu-
tual interest,” the spokesperson
added.

This is Jaishankar’s first
standalone visit to Ukraine,
which hasbeen at war with Rus-
siasince February 2022. Hislast
visit, in August 2024, was as part

of the official delegation accom-
panying Modi. In contrast, Jai-
shankar has visited Russia at
least 10 times since 2019.

The EAM’s visit to Ukraine
comes at a time when Prime
Minister Modi is engaging Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin
twice in the span of a fortnight.

The development assumes
significance in the wake of an In-
dian beingkilled during Russian
attackson the Ukraine capitalon
Tuesday, making it the second
such death in the country. The
safety of Indian nationals in the
war-tornregion hasbeenacause
of concern for New Delhi, and it
has raised the issue with both
Moscow and Kyiv.

In fact, after five Indian sea-
farers were Kkilled in July last
year, India and Ukraine had a
diplomatic conversation. The
latter had then proposed a con-
versation between the Foreign
Ministers of the two countries.

India has always advocated
dialogue and diplomacy to
bring an end to the Ukraine-
Russia war. That said, the visit
could also be aimed at another
proposition that India has
fielded — i.e. to participate in
rebuilding Ukraine in the post-
conflict future.

e RESTORED MASTERPIECE WILL BE SCREENED AT FRANCE’S FESTIVAL LUMIERE IN LYON, FOLLOWED BY A SPECIAL SCREENING DURING BFI LONDON FILM FESTIVAL

Meena Kumari classic Pakeezah gets a facelift, set for world premiere in October

54 years after its grand premiere in Mumbai, Kamal Amrohi’s
classic will return to the big screen in a restored version

Alaka Sahani
Mumbai, September 2

NEARLY 54 YEARS ago, the
film cans for Pakeezah’s pre-
miere arrived at Mumbai’s Ma-
ratha Mandir in a palanquin
and the screening was attended
by its director Kamal Amrohi,
lead actor Meena Kumari and
many prominent film person-
alities.

After a two-year restora-
tion process, spearheaded by
the Film Heritage Foundation
(FHF), the cinematic master-
piece will have the world pre-

miere of its restored version at
France’s Festival Lumiere in
Lyon in October, followed by
another special screening dur-
ing the BFI London Film Fes-
tival.

The Indian classic was con-
ceptualised in the mid-1950s as
a grand tribute to the beauty of
Amrohi’s wife and muse,
Meena Kumari.

Set against the exquisite
backdrop of Lucknow’s twilight
eraof nawabs, Pakeezah show-
cases a career-defining per-
formance by Meena Kumari as
thetragic courtesan Sahibjaan.

Due to a number of techni-
cal and personal reasons as well
as budgetary constraints, the
film remained in production
for15years.

Filmingbegan in black-and-
white in 1956 before shifting to
Eastmancolor in 1958. Produc-
tion slowed due to casting
shifts, script revisions, and Am-
rohi’s perfectionism that
proved expensive.

In 1964, the film’s produc-
tion stalled when Amrohi and
Kumari separated due to per-
sonal differences.

The project suffered a

After multiple roadblocks, Pakeezah hit theatres in 1972

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

major blow when Kumari was
diagnosed with liver cirrhosis
in 1968.

Avyear later, the project was
miraculously revived when
actors Sunil Dutt and Nargis
viewed the existing footage
and convinced an ailing Ku-
mari to complete the shoot.

The production faced
further tragedy when legend-
ary cinematographer Josef
Wirsching died in 1967.

A rotating collective of In-
dia’s top cinematographers
stepped in to complete the
work and meticulously match
his visual aesthetic.

Similarly, music composer
Ghulam Mohammed passed
away in 1968 after composing
the film’s iconic songs.

New Delhi

Legendary Naushad was
brought in to compose the final
background score.

“Pakeezah finally hit the-
aterson February 4,1972, arriv-
ingjust as Indian cinema was
shifting away from the refined,
Urdu-inflected studio melodra-
mas of the mid-century toward
gritty, urban action block-
busters,” says a press note by
the FHF. Kumari passed away
on March 31, 1972.

Following her tragic death
and overwhelming critical ac-
claim, the film emerged as a
box office sensation.

Recounting the process of
its restoration FHF director
Shivendra Singh Dungarpur
says: “When I went to inspect
the original camera negative, I

saw that it had almost melted.

The other film elements we had
to work with were not in good
condition, with faded colours,
scratches and mould ... During
our research, we discovered
original film stillswhich helped
agreatdeal.”

The restoration team col-
lected an interpositive (IP) and
a CinemaScope print found at
the Ramnord Lab. They also se-
cured access to acolour reversal
internegative preserved by the
NFDC-National Film Archive
of India.

These materials helped in
the restoration of the 153-min-
ute film. Pakeezah’s restoration
was carried out by FHF in as-
sociation with the Amrohi
family.
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No. AUTH NOTICE TENDER

| NOTICE INVITING TENDER RFP FOR SELECTION OF |
AGENCY FOR DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, SUPPLY,

HARYANA MEDICAL | |NSTALLATION, COMMISSIONING AND OPERATION
| SERVICES AND MAINTENANCE AND TRANSFER ALONG WITH 5
CORPORATION YEARS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF PET-CT
LIMITED AND SPECT-CT CENTRE AT CIVIL HOSPITAL, AMBALA

CANTT. AS MENTIONED AGAINST ITEM IN SCHEDULE
OF REQUIREMENT

DATE CLOSING
DATE (TIME)

02.09.2026
24.09.2026

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

& GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA TENDER NOTICE

OPENING | AMOUNT/ |
EMD (APPROX.) IN

RUPEES

WEBSITE
OF THE BOARD/CORP./
AUTH

NODAL OFFICER/
CONTACT DETAILS/EMAIL

8929299829

98,52,00,000/- equipmentdgm?2020 @ gmail.com

www.hmscl.org.in

No- 48866/HRY

Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Ltd.

Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)
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M 254 CE/MM | Procurement of 1800Nos of 200KVA 22KV 433V EEL-1 DTs http:/pwd.rajasthan.gov.in W & 1 e & |
M 255 CE/MM | Procurement of 63KVA 11KV Aluminium Wound EEL2 DT NIB No- PWD2627A2369
M 256 CE/MM | Procurement of 100KVA 11KV Aluminium Wound EEL2 DT UBN No:-
M 257 CE/MM Procurement of 500KVA 11KV Copper Wound EEL1 DT 1. PWD2627WSOB10519 2. PWD2627WSOB10521
- - . — - s 3. PWD2627WSO0OB10523 4. PWD2627WS0OB10526
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Shakil @ Chuna, S/o: Nasir Ahmad, Rio: H.No-
E-13C-251, T Huts, New Seelampur, Delhi has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
in case FIR No.: 457/2023, Uls: 392/411/34 IPC, P.S.
Shastri Park, Delhi and it has been returmned to a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued that the said Shakil @ Chuna
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Shakil @ Chuna has absconded
(or is concealing himself to avoid the service of the said
warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Shakil @ Chuna of P.S. Shastri Park, Delhi is required
to appear before this court to answer the said complaint
on or before 16.10.2026.

By Order

Ms. Norma Jain

Ld. JMFC-03, North East Distt., Room No. 22,
DP/12307T/NE/2026 Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

DR i i | D i .
APPEARE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 (2) (ii) Cr. P.C.
Whereas a complaint has been made before me that accused

persons namely 1.Vikash Yadav S/o Satish Yadav Rlo A-624,
GGury Ram Das Nagar, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi. 2.5hubham
Slo Gopal Rle Rahul Vihar, Gali No. 3, M.5 International
School, Ghaziabad, UP, have committed (or is suspected
to have committed) the offence under FIR No. 04/2026 Uls
333/351(3)191(2) Bharatiya MNyaya Sanhita., has been
registered at PS: Laxmi Nagar, Delhi and it has been returmed
to a warrant of arrest there upon issued that the said, 1.Vikash
Yadav 2.Shubham cannot be found and whereas it has
been shown to my satisfaction that the said, 1.Vikash Yadav
2_Shubham has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid
the service of the said warrant),
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused,
1.Vikash Yadav 2.Shubham under FIR No. 04/2026 U/ls
333/351(3)191(2) Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita., registered at
P3: Laxmi Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this court
to answer the said complaint on or before 09.10.2026.
By Order
Sh. Satendra Pal Singh
JMFC-04, Room No. 32
Karkardooma Court, Delhi

DP/11925/ED/2026
(Court Notice)

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
(Regd. Office: PSEB H.O. Building, The Mall Patiala)

Corporate Identification Number (CIN) : U40109PB2010SGC033813
Contact No. 96461-22955, 96461-18773

Tender Enquiry No.: QQ-2381/PO-P

Chief Purchase Officer/ MM, Central Purchase Organization, PSPCL,
2nd floor, Multistory Building, The Mall, Patiala, invites E-Tender
for Procurement of 11 KV Composite Polymer Disc Insulators as per
PSPCL specification no. QQ-2381/-PSPCL/PO-P.For detailed NIT &
tender specification, please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from
04.09.2026 onwards.

Note: Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published online at

https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

No. 14812/PSPCL C 848/26

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

see Section 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Manish Singh, S/o: Kishan Lal, Rlo: C-8/11, Yamuna
Vihar, Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No.: 83/2025, Dated:
14/08/2025 & Ufs: 223(a)/221/132/121(1)/3(5) Bhartiya
Nyaya Sanhita 2023, P.5. Tughlak Road, New Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said Manish Singh cannot be found and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Manish
Singh has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
sarvice of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Manish
Singh of P.5. Tughlak Road, New Delhi is required to
appear before this court to answer the said complaint on or
before 06.10.2026. Eyl Order
Sh. Aridaman Singh Cheema

Ld. JIMFC-03, Room No. 28,
I" Floor, Main Building

DP/M2275/NDD/2026

Patiala House Courts, New Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
(SEE SECTION 82(2) (ii) Cr.P.C.)

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person(s) (1) Firoz Halder S/e Rais Halder R/o 33A/M, 1stFloor,
Govindpuri, Kalkaji, South Delhi and (2) Paramjit Singh S/o
Harmam Singh R/e H. Ne. 33AM, 1st Floor, Govindpuri,
Kalkajl, Delhi has committed (or is suspected o have committed)
the offence in case FIR No. 10/2026, Ul/s 316/318/61(2)
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, PS Economic Offences Wing, New
Delhi and il has been returnad o a Warranl of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused person{s) (1) Firoz Halder (2)
Paramijit Singh can not be found and whereas it has bean shown
to my satisfaction that the said accused person(s) (1) Firoz
Halder (2) Paramjit Singh has absconded (or is concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation is
hereby made that the said accused person(s) (1) Firoz Halder (2)
Paramijit Singh of case FIR No. 10/2026, U/s 316/318/61(2)
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, PS Economic Offences Wing, New
Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer the said
complaint on or before dated 03.10.2026. By Order

Ms. Upsana Satija
DP/12414/EOW/2026 |d. Chief Judicial Magistrate, Room No. 108
(Court Matter) 181 Floor, Rohini Courts, New Delhi

CINELE

i) | EMPLOYEES STATE INSURAMC

# Bhaman, Rapndm Place

|H:-!|=.I'y off Laboir & Emplaymes il e

20013015 5Tl UEALIT]

Cortifiad with 150 20092015

NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR EMPANELMENT
OF ADVOCATES

Application is invited from eligible practicing advocates for empanelment to
represent Employees Slate Insurance Corporation (ESIC) before the Hon'ble
Vanous Courts, tribunals, and other judicialiquasi4udicial fora in the NCT of Delhi,
Existing pane! advocates shall also apply afresh,

The detailed guidelines, eligibility criteria, application format, fee Schedule,
Terms & conditions and other instructions are available on the ESIC
Headquarters (Console No. 26493/2026 dated 20/08/2026) "www.esic.gov.in”,

The Completed application, in the prescribed format should reach The Regional
Director, ESIC Regional Office, 3rd and 4th Floor, Rajendra Bhawan,
Rajendra Place, New Delhi-110008 on or before 07/09/2026 (05.30 PM)

ESIC reserves the right lo acceplreject any application and lo modify, withdraw
or cancel the empaneiment process without assigning any reason,
Empanetment shall nof confer any nght to claim legal work,

Regional Director
ES| Corporation
Date: 31/08/2026

Regional Office, Delhi

~==_Maharashtra State Agricultural

|:I-|-|., o

«=~  Marketing Board (MSAMB)
Plot No. R-7, Market Yard, Guitekadi, Pune 411037,
Phone No.020-24528100 / 020-24528200
Email: export@msamb.com | Website: www.msamb.com

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

MSAME, with support from the MAGNET Project, has developed Fruit
& Vegetable Handling Facility, Baramati, District Pune. MSAMB
invites proposals from competent agencies for the Operation,
Maintenance and Management of the same, The detailed Reguest for

roposal (RFP) documents and quidelines are available on the e-
tendering portal at hitp/mahatenders.govin. The last date for
submission of proposalsis 18/9/2026. Any comigendum, amendment,
modification, or extension of the submission date, if any, shall be
uploaded only on hitp:imahatenders.gov.in. Applicants are advised
to visitthe website regularly for updates, Managing Director

NORTHERN RAILWAY
I CORRIGENDUM

Name of Work: "lmorovement of llumisation (o enhance the securly amangement al
around the raibway stations over Dathi Division®
I e amendmien]s i above sand fend of are 3% wrnder

Tender No:- 109-SRDEE-G-DLI-2026-27

! | Earlier published | Amended
105-5RDEE-G-DLI-2026-ZT
Mame of work "Improvemanl of dummation o enhance he
security arrangement at around the ralbway
slations awar Dl Division.”
Approx, cost of works in Fs. 196041175, 000
Address of the office or. Diw. Elect. EngineenfGeneral Cancnll:ej
DRM Office, Delhi Division,|  GW&W
Marthern Rallway, Staie Entry Road, | admmmtre:wa
| qarodind

New Dedhi-1100585

IlE!jl:l Security
Date & time of
Srbnkesion of nnder

| Opening of tender 18.08 2026, 13.00 Hrs |

Res. SRE000, 0=
Ta 09000, 14,08 Hes

The tender docwmant of above-menlionsd |'&I'IIT|;I' has been modified kndly go ihraugh
the amended documents available on www.ireps.gow.in and submit your offer

Volunteer Fogging Machine Operator
AT gq famme

LR

1. 05 Volunteer Fogging Machine Operator engage et

S |

2. I AT AR Tl T, e TRhRI / T Ak el & |

3. THST Ia- 78l © hael WHSH TUY 645/~ Ufd fe i X F IR
% 89 U4 Sl R 3 ¥UU 586/ Ufd feA, AE # 3iferehad
20 f&7 @Rl B9 BAm|

4. U8 wEdaw = Fogging Machine Operator & ®9 #

AR 5 a9 A7 7= SLER . e /g A S g T, 3

SEIREERCRIRE

aTaeeR fopdt T=ran g e gfafdel @ eudt 9 g =g |

3Mdeeh i Y 1 fader 2026 1 A A HH 18 I9 BT AT |

3Tecen foTell WFTa o1 TRl et g9 =i |

Volunteer Fogging Machine Operator =i %M 31d

feAieR 30.11.2026 <h! Tq: & FHME Bl SCI |

9. 3MAEA ik 08.09.2026 I WM 5:00 1 deh HHT TEATAS Higd
3TPI8E §iE, UA.UG.UH. ey, fafael geare dad o S
Exd

®» N o w

No. 48839/HRY

Government of Jharkhand
URBAN DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING DEPARTMENT

State Urban Development Agency
Ground Floor, JUPMI Building, Dhurwa, Ranchi -834004
Phone: 0651-2446640,E-Mail: suda.goj@gmail.com

Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)
NIT No: 14 Dated: 01 /09/2026
The Detailed schedule of events is as follows:-

Selection of Private Partner for minimum |
120 TPD Municipal Solid Waste

1. Name of the Project Processing Facility (BOOT Basis, 20-
Year Concession) for Urban Local Bodies
i in Jharkhand I
Date of Publication of RFP

2. : 02/09/2026, 17:00 hours
[ | on website _

e-Tendering

3. Mode of submission of bids (https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in)

[ 4. _. Pre-Bid Meeting 07/09/2026, 15:00 hours
Date of Start of Submission .
| 5. . of RFP (Online) | 08/09/2026, 17:00 hours
6. Last Date/Time for 28/09/2026 up to 17:00 hours

_|_submission of RFP (Online)

Request to submit the pre-bid queries in
the following e-mail Id:
suda.goj@gmail.com by 05/09/2026 by
14.00 Hrs. The queries will be uploaded
on the website under Tender section.
Prospective bidders are advised to attend
the meeting to seek clarifications
regarding the scope of work, technical
specifications, and contractual conditions.
Amendments/clarifications, if any, arising
out of the pre-bid meeting shall form part
of the Tender Document.

Rs. 25,000.00 (Twenty Five Thousand
Only); Payable Online
Rs. 10,00,000.00 (Ten Lakhs Only);

7. Pre-Bid Submission

8. Tender Document fee

' 9 | Bid Security/Earnest Money '

— Deposit 1 Payable online
10. Date of Technical Bid 29/09/2026 at 16:00 hours
I | Opening (Online) _

11. REP submission address https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

(Online) |
Director, SUDA, Ranchi; e-mail ID —
suda.goj@gmail.com; Phone No. 0651-
2446640

Note: Only online submission of Tender will be accepted.
Further details can be seen on website https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in

Sd/-
(Director)
State Urban Development Agency

12. Contact Details

PR 388846 Urban
Development(26-27).D

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 Cr. P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Namely:
Prince @ Katti, /0. Sh. Hari, Rfo. H.No. 669, TC Camp Raghubir
Nagar, Delhi has committed {(or is suspected to have committed) the
offence in a case vide FIR No.124/2021 U/S 324734 IPC registered at
P.5 Rajouri Garden, West District, Delhi and it has been returned on
a warrant of arrest there upon issued stating that the said Prince @
Katti could not be found and whereas it has been shown fo my
safisfacton thal accused Prince @ Katti is absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warran)
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Prince (@ Katti, accused of
FIR No.124/2021 U/S 324/34 IPC, P.S Rajouri Garden, West District,
Delhi is required to appear before the court to answer the said
complaint on or before 05.10.2026.
By Orcler, Sh. Shashank Nandan Bhatt,
Judicial Magistrate First Class (West),
Room No.356, 3rd Floor,
Tis Hazari Court, Delhi.

DP/ 12377/WD/2026
(Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 CGr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Mohammad Mustak, Rio A-830, Gali no. 04, Jwala Puri,
Near Udhyog Vihar Metro Station, Delhi-110087 has
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
in case CC NI ACT/1472/2021, U/s 138 NI Act, P.S.
Pandav Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant
of arrest thereupon issued that the said Mehammad Mustak
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said Mohammad Mustak has
absconded (oris concealing himself to avoid the service of the
said warrant),
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Mochammad
Mustak accused of CC NI ACT/1472/2021, U/s 138 NI Act,
P.S. Pandav Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this
Courtto answer the said complaint on or before 13.10.2026.
By Order - Ms. Shraddha Tripathi
Judicial Magistrate First Class-02, East
DP/11565/ED/2026 Room No. 407, Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 82 GrPC / 84 Bhartiya Nagarik
suraksha Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Pawan Kumar Sfo Hari Singh Rle Village-Deta, Posl
Bhangara, PS Igalas, Distt.- Aligarh (U.P.), has commitied {or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in FIR No. 797/2022,
Ufs 379/411/34 IPC, PS Alipur, Outer North Distt., Delhiand it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued that
the said accused Pawan Kumar cannot be found, and whereas
it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Pawan Kumar has absconded (or is concealing himself to
avoid the service of the said warrant);

Proclamation is hereby made that Pawan Kumar the said
accused of FIR No. 797/2022, U/S 379/411/34 IPC, PS Alipur,
Outer North Distt., Delhi, is required to appear before this
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 06.10.20286.

By Order

Ms. Priyanka Rajpoot

Chief Judicial Magisirate,
(Morth), Court No. 115, 1st Floor,
Rohini Courts, Delhi

DP/12379/0N/2026
{Court Matter)

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
THE APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

(See Section 84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita)
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person namely Abid Sfe Khurshid Rio Village Mohana, Distt
Sonipat, Haryana Now At :- House No 336 Baldhari Colony,
Goyal Builder Wali Gali Bakhtawarpur Village, Delhi-110036
has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence in
case FIR No. 210/2015 U/s 323/341 IPC at PS: Shahbad Dairy,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon
issued that the said accused Abld can not be found and whereas
it has been shown o my satisfaction that the said accused Abid
has absconded (or is concealing himselfto avoid the service of the
said warrant). Proclamation s hereby made that the said accused
Abid of FIR No. 210/2015 U/s 323/341 IPC of PS: Shahbad
Dairy, Delhi is required to appear before this court to answer

the said complaint on or before 07.10.2026. By order

Bharti Beniwal
Judicial Magistrate First Class-05
North, Room No.114, First Floor,

DP/M2138/0N2026 Rohini Courts, Delhi

&1 GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA

SR.| NAME OF - NATURE OF
No.| BoARD/CORP. | O1P 1;];3; ENI({)ENCE/ CORRIGENDUM
| /AUTH :
1 | DIRECTORAT | 02/2026-27/SPA- ONLINE TENDER FOR PURCHASE OF 500

E OF STATE |1/TECH TENDER ID-
TRANSPORT | 2026 HRY 539130 1 BS-VI EMISSION NORMS. THE CLOSING DATE IS
HARYANA, EXTENDED UP TO 18.09.2026 TILL 15:00 HOURS
AND OPENING OF TECHNICAL BID WILL BE
21.09.2026 AFTER 15:00 HOURS

STANDARD NON-AC DIESEL BUSES MEETING | http://etenders.hry.nic.in

F Oli FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY .VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in olr www.etenders.hry.nic.i;i

accordingly. Tender No, 109-SRDEE-G-DLI-2026-27 3019/2026
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Dffice of the Executive Engineer, Shivaji Nagar Division,
Thimmaiah Road, Queens Road, Bangalore

@ BENGALURU CENTRAL CITY CORPORATION

No.EE/SJNIE-PROC/26/2026-27 Date: 02.09.2026
INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER

(Two Cover System] (Through GOK KPPP Portal only)

The Executive Engineer (Shivaji Nagar Division), BCCC, Bangalore invites
tenders from eligible Contractors registered in CPWD / KPWD / Railways
/MES/ National Highway or any State Government Organizations for the
construction of work detailed in the table below. The tenderers may submit
tenders for the work given in the table through e-procurement portal of the
Government of Karnataka (via hitp://kppp.karnataka.gov.in), The Tenderers
are advised to note the minimum qualification critena specified in Clause 3
of the Instructions to Tenderer's to qualify for award of the contract
(standard Tender Document KW4). 2) Tenders must be submitted online
through e-procurement portal on or before 16.00 hours on 18/09/2026.
3) Other details can be seen in the tender document,

Sl Name of the Work/Approximate value (Rs in Lakhs)
No. (Without GST)/EMD amount in Rs.

Park Area Development, Construction Of Seating Plaza, Civic
Center And Other Finishing Works In Ulsoor Lake (Call-V1).
Approximate value of work : Rs. 787.20 Lakhs, EMD Amountin Rs
! |:Rs.11,80,000./-

Calender of events :

1) Pre bid meeting will be held on 15/09/2026 at 15.00 in the office of the
Chief Engineer Zone-2, Bengaluru City Central Palike, Annexure-3, 4th
Floor, GBA office compound, N R Square, Bengaluru. 2) Last Date for
uploading the Filled Tender Document is 18-09-2026 upto 04.00 p.m.
3) Date of Opening of the Technical Bid Tenders is on 19-09-2026 by 11.00
A.M. 4) Date of Financial bid Opening of Tenders is on after Technical bid
approved

§d/- Executive Engineer, Shivaji nagar Division, BCGC.

#5 RAIL WHEEL FACTORY

Yelshanka, BANGALORE - S50 064
Wiabie: weww, rat indSanraileays gowin

E-TEMDER NOTICE NO.RWF/S/P111/

2026-27 di:01.09.2026

On Dehadl of the President of India, Princlipal
Chigf MNeaterials Manager imvites  E-Tenders
from Interested Vendors for supply of the
lallawing stems on the Indian Railways
E-Partal - wwwiraps.goilin. The Tendar
docurnams., Corngenda to fenders, (if any) will
e availaie on the E- Portal gnly.

1) Global Tender Mo: P1262530. Due date:
21009526, Shart Deseription: Air setfing
mortar (super 300 &5 par EWF speceficatian
Oty - 117375 Kigs

2) Global Tender Mo: PA1262727. Due dafe:
0510726 Bhorl Description: Magnesium

CORRIGENDUM | g

| WEBSITE NODAL OFFICER/ aluminium silicale granules’ pawdér &£ por
OF THE BOARD/ CONTACT RWF specification. Qty : 5900 Kgs.

| CORP/AUTH | DETAILS/EMAIL Principal Chief Malerials Manager

' https://hartrans.gov.in 01722710371

landbuilding0002
@gmail.com

"IMPORTANT"

No- 48890/HRY

WASTRATA JIhX
WISl I UG SAfIehTiar fawmT
St 3/1, TSR Wed, TSire~dt TR, 22 e, SR
i FO(4)Sch/AY 2026-27(2)/04969-9928645 PF1 10194261 feie :
BRI ISR
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Serforer T 2026-27 H ASRAH T5T % o et & foaw fawm g/ denfera
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T/t frser o/ ada S=a fran s Afew smgfa /oy,
A T gYH] T qe Rt ve et Tge e # T8 i Asten /
STt ATt gme frefor Geensti ud Usy o aeY Warerd Ui / ST W) ehi
0T Ferat o ureFehHl | YART /TeaaeRd (hell 11 9 12 o AfaRw) e
deenet & foenfdi @ 99 9@ www.sjmsnew.rajasthan.gov.in/
scholarship 3721 THTH3N G W WhICRRY THSE TT & AILAH 9 3{cE
TR BEGRd 3EeA 99 WA & fog Fergar faftmi feiRa @6t s @ -

B GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA g | Whistcare s takenpror o

oo, s or ok e o T o T sonwomen || ACCBPIANGE Of a0Vertising

b AUTH DATE (TIME) IN RUPEES AUTH ’ DETAILS/EMAIL Copy’ i t i S n Ot p O S Sib' e t O Veriry
MUNICIPAL CONST. OF B/WALL,SHED AND . .

oL ARG oM | T2 10 | s || 15 CONENIS. The Indian

MANDI | PATAUDI JA\I}%{IJ{II‘(ISMANDL +6 | | @gmail.com ExpreSS (P) Limi te d CannOt

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No- 48865/HRY be held reSpOnSible for SUCh

Jdoll ©d Slol-3edd forgancrl

scol @l dfSicafdd (Expression of Interest)

contents, nor forany loss or
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associations or indiviouals
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SC: Mishra only pro tem
BCI Chairperson until
new Bar body is in place

Express News Service
New Delhi, September 2

THE SUPREME Court on Wed-
nesday said that Bar Council of
India (BCI) Chairperson Manan
Kumar Mishra’s position was
only “pro tem” until a freshly
constituted lawyers’ body
elects its office-bearers and di-
rected that it has to take any
policy decision in consultation
with the Attorney General (AG)
R Venkataramani and Solicitor
General (SG) Tushar Mehta.

A three-judge bench pre-
sided by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, also comprising
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V Mohana, was hearing pleas
challengingthe continuation of
Mishra as BCI Chairperson
after the expiry of the tenure of
the last Council, and the April
2025 BCI notification extend-
ing his term until 2030.

Representing the peti-
tioners, Senior Advocate Mad-
havi Divan said the tenure spec-
ified by the BCI Rules is two
years, and the April 2025 notifi-
cation regarding the extension
of Mishra’s term does not say
under which clause it was is-
sued.

Referring to the proviso to
Section 4(3) of the Advocates
Act, she said the provision in-
tends to prevent an adminis-
trative vacuum and allows last
Chairman or Vice Chairman to

continue until the new Council
isin place, buthasbeenused to
avoid elections and perpetuate
the existing office-holders.

Justice Bagchi said the no-
tification cannot gobeyond the
Rules. “Ifthe rule holds, it can’t
extend beyond 2027. On the
face of the rule, notification
can’toverride astatute and em-
power abody to give additional
tenure,” he said. The CJI said
the concernsraised by the peti-
tioners would be addressed if
the elections are completed
soon.

Underlining the need to in-
volve the AG and SG in policy
decisions, Justice Bagchi told
BCI counsel Senior Advocate
Guru Krishnakumar: “You
should also bear in mind that
you are like a pro tem Chair-
man till a fresh election of the
BCI, pursuant to the elections
already conducted in the State
Bar Councils, takes place. So, it
is not a situation where he is
democratically elected and
continues to be so. His term is
co-terminus with the elections
which are imminent. Because
the new Bar Councils are about
to be constituted. So, in this
situation... day-to-day func-
tioning is left to the pro tem
Chairman. But whenever a pol-
icy decision is taken, a perma-
nent ex-officio member, like
the Attorney General, must be
involved.”

Nepal PM thanks India for aid after

minister’s ‘compensation’ claim

India sends fifth
instalment of
5-tonne relief
material to Nepal

DivyaA
New Delhi, September 2

INDIA ON Wednesday dis-
patched the fifth tranche of over
5 tonnes of essential medicines
to flood-ravaged Nepal, along-
side an11-member rescue team.
Nepalese Prime Minister Balen
Shah thanked India for rapid as-
sistance, also stating in Parlia-
ment that around 4,000 people
remain missing a week after
flash floods struck Rasuwa dis-
trict. PM Shah’s statement
comes after Nepal Foreign Min-
ister Shisir Khanal had said that
Nepal should not view post-dis-
aster assistance simply as char-
ity,butasanissue of “justiceand
compensation”.

“ThefifthIndianaircraft has
departed for Nepal.Itiscarrying
an 11-member rescue team with
specialised equipment, and 5.5
tonnes of essential medicines,”
External Affairs Minister S Jai-
shankar said in a post on X on
Wednesday morning.

India has already delivered
68.5 tonnes of relief materials to
Nepal, alongwith ateam of doc-
torsand paramedics, atechnical
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India has already delivered 68.5 tonnes of relief materials to Nepal,
along with ateam of doctors and paramedics. X/DRSJAISHANKAR

contingent and equipment for
search and rescue operations.
Thefirsttranche of relief ma-
terial was sent by India hours
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke to Shah on August
26,theday flash floods struck the
Himalayan nation. The floods

NTA looks for exam centres, seeks
help from technical education body

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, September 2

AS PART of a plan to identify
and develop testing centres to
conduct computer-based
examinations for NEET-UG
next year, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) has asked the All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) to collect
information from government
institutions on their IT infra-
structure and available space.
Following NTA’s directions,
the AICTE wrote to the Vice
Chancellors of state-run techni-
cal universities, directors and
principals of AICTE-approved
government-run higher educa-
tion institutions earlier this
week. This comes amid the on-
going overhaul of the NTA —
the nodal autonomous body
that conducts NEET-UG and

Suratgangster
arrested for
BJP worker’s
murder in May

Surat: Three months after a
young BJPworkerwas fatally as-
saulted by agroup of men, Surat
police said they have arrested a
notorious gangster from Maha-
rashtra’s Chhatrapati Sambhaji-
nagar district for his alleged in-
volvement in the murder. This
was the fourth arrestin the case.

Jayesh Dalal, 21, who was a
youth wingleader at Surat’s BJP
unit and a resident of Dindoli,
was attacked in Udhna on May
18. Jayesh succumbed to hisin-
juries later at a hospital. A
murder case was registered at
the Dindoli police station after
a complaint by the victim’s
mother, Jayshree Dalal.

Police arrested Milind Koli,
Kishan Parmar and Pankaj Patil,
all residents of Dindoli, a couple
of days after the murder. During
interrogation, the trio disclosed
that they killed Jayesh on thein-
structions of Sagar Sonavne alias
Manya Dukkar, the gangster. ENS

other entrance tests for higher
educational institutions —
after the paper leak earlier this
year. The government has said
that the NEET-UG exam will
move from pen-and-paper
mode to computer-based test-
ing from next year.

The NEET-UG paper leak
prompted the Union Educa-
tion Ministry to cancel the first
entrance exam on May 3, in
which around 22 lakh candi-
dates appeared. The cancella-
tion sparked nationwide pro-
tests and compelled
Dharmendra Pradhan to resign
as Education Minister.

According to an official
order, NTA wrote to AICTE on
August 5 and sought informa-
tion on the availability of com-
puting infrastructure and va-
cant space in government
institutions, which canthenbe

considered for being developed
asStandard Testing Centres for
entrance exams.

“NTA conducts various na-
tional level examinations in
Computer Based Test (CBT)
mode. With the progressive mi-
gration of examinations mode
and the requirement for awider
geographically distributed net-
work of testing centres, NTA is
assessing the availability of
suitable infrastructure in Gov-
ernment institutions acrossthe
country,” AICTE said in acom-
munication to the Vice Chan-
cellors of state-run institutions.

All AICTE-approved institu-
tions, including engineering
colleges, polytechnic institutes,
government university depart-
ments and other state-run
technical or management insti-
tutions, have been requested to
provide information about

their infrastructure.

The AICTE hasalsoshared a
format with the institutions.
They will need to provide de-
tails of the number of func-
tional computers/computer
systemsavailable, IT infrastruc-
ture and systems, networking
and internet connectivity, avail-
ability of power backup and the
availability of CCTV and related
facilities. Details on vacant
space have also been sought.

“The information is
required only in respect of gov-
ernment colleges/institutions
approved by AICTE. Institu-
tions are requested to ensure
that the information furnished
is accurate, complete and duly
verified by the competent auth-
ority of the institution,” it said.
The institutions have been
asked to submit the details to
AICTE by September 15.

Tiger escapes cage, Kills worker
at Rajasthan biological park

HamzaKhan
Jaipur, September 2

IN A freak accident, a 42-year-
oldlabourer, identified asSugna
Devi, was killed by a tiger at Jai-
pur’s Nahargarh Biological Park
Wednesday morning. The inci-
dent has prompted the forest de-
partment to suspend an official.

Devi and other women la-
bourers had entered an enclo-
sureatthe parktocutgrasswhen
the cage of tiger Shivaji, located
inside the enclosure, was
opened, allowing the animal to
escape and attack Devi.

Sugna’s sister Kamla said,
“There were seven of us —three
were cuttinggrassand four of us,
including me, were removingit.
Shewas carryingthe cutgrasson
her head and saw that someone
had opened the tiger’s cage. She
immediately threw the grass
and ran towards us. We took the
help ofthe fencetojump outside
the enclosure. We shouted but
nooneheard us.”

Relatives mourn the death of Sugna Devi in Jaipur. p1i

While five of the women
climbed the fence to escape,
another climbed a tree. The
women said Sugna too tried to
escape by climbing the fencebut
was pulled down by the tiger,
which mauled hertodeath. Fol-
lowing her death, Devi’s family
and relatives staged a protest,
demanding compensation.

Deputy Conservator of For-
ests Dr Ashish Vyassaid the cage
had been opened by Hansa, in-

charge ofthe Tiger Enclosure, as
it was time to move the tiger to
the display area.

Vyas said in view of the seri-
ousness of the incident, Hansa
was suspended “prima facie for
negligencein duty and failurein
following the safety protocol”.

“An Assistant Conservator of
Forests-level officer had also
been appointed asinvestigating
officer to conduct a detailed
probe into the incident, he said.

Rs 170 cheese garlic naan lands Goa cop in trouble

Express News Service
Panaji, September 2

DISPUTE OVER aRs 170 garlic
naanled GoaPolicetoinitiatea
departmental inquiry againsta
sub-inspector accused of
abusing and threatening an
employee of a restaurant in
North Goa.

The incident was reported
after a restaurant owner in Por-
vorim alleged misconduct by
the police official. Police said
the sub-inspector and his friend
had gone to the restaurant for a
meal and, after the meal, got
into an argument with the staff
over the “excessive” price of a
cheese garlicnaan. A purported

CCTV video of the incident
went viral on social media,
showing the police official and
another man confronting a
staffer at the restaurant.

In the purported clip, the
police official allegedly hurled
abuses at the restaurant staff
and threatened the owner with
police action for keeping the
restaurant open past 11 pm.

A police officer, requesting
anonymity, said, “The sub-in-
spector argued with a staffer
over the food bill, specifically
questioning why the cheese
garlicnaan was priced at Rs170.
When the staff tried to reason
with him, he and his friend
hurled abuses and threatened

the owner.”

Theissue was flagged in the
Legislative Assembly on Wed-
nesday by Leader of Opposition
Yuri Alemao. Terming the inci-
dent “shocking”, Congress MLA
Alemao demanded the suspen-
sion of the police official.

“Yesterday in the House, we
discussed the deteriorating law
and order situation and today
this allegation has come of po-
lice high-handedness in a res-
taurant in Porvorim,” he said.

Responding to the issue,
Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sa-
want said an inquiry had been
initiated.

In a statement, the Goa Po-
lice said: “PSI Viraj Sawant,

posted at Porvorim police sta-
tion, hasbeen attached to GRP,
Altinho for his alleged misbe-
haviour with hotel staff and
further departmental action is
initiated.”

It added: “Goa Police reiter-
ates that misconduct, cor-
ruption and violation of service
discipline will not be tolerated.
Appropriate action will be
taken against any police per-
sonnel found violating the law,
service rules or the standards of
conduct expected of members
of the force. The disciplinary
proceedings are being con-
ducted in accordance with the
prescribed rules and principles
of natural justice.”

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

have damaged 35 motorable
bridges, 45 suspension bridges,
and 40 km of black-topped
roads, mainly in central Nepal,
according to local authorities.
Inastatementin Parliament
on the flood situation on Wed-
nesday, Balen Shah formally

thanked India and China for
their rapid emergency assis-
tance, highlighting the role of
both neighbours in the ongoing
rescue and relief operation.
However, his acknowledgement
comes after Nepal’s Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Shisir Khanal
called for a shift from conven-
tional humanitarian aid towards
“climate compensation” from
major emitters, includingIndia,
Chinaand the US.

Indian teams have been in-
volved in efforts around hydro-
power tunnels and in forensic
worklinked tothelarge number
of casualties and search for the
missing. Shah said as many as
11,993 people have been rescued
so far, while 3,916 people are still
missing.

In aninterview with a Nepa-
lese mediaoutlet, Khanal argued
that Nepal’s contribution to glo-
bal greenhouse gas emissionsis
negligible but the country faces
severe consequences from a
changing Himalayan environ-
ment. He has said Nepal should
notview post-disaster assistance
simply as charity, butasanissue
of “justice and compensation”.

“We are shifting our diplo-
matic framework from ‘aid’ to
‘justice and compensation’.
This is not a matter of charity;
itisa matter of legal and moral
liability,” the Foreign Minister
was cited as saying by Nepali
media.

Students’ protest

Police use water cannons to disperse SFl activists during a protest march towards the State Secretariat
in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. The demonstration was organised to raise demands related to
education policy reforms and student welfare issues. pri

Intheinterview, Khanal said
India, China, and the US have a
“historical responsibility tocom-
pensate vulnerable nations like
Nepal”.

Indiato help rebuild
Trishulischool

India will rebuild the school
that was washed away in Bidur
town of Nepal. The principal of
the school had evacuated
around 900 studentstoahigher
area minutes before the raging
currentsobliterated the campus.
On Tuesday, India’s Ambassa-
dortoNepal, Naveen Srivastava,
met with Rajendra Dawadi, the
principal of Tribhuvan Trishuli
Secondary School in Bidur, Nu-
wakot.

During the meeting, Srivas-
tava conveyed that India will
support the complete recon-
struction of the school. Orig-
inally established in the 1950s
with Indian assistance and de-
signed by an engineer involved
in the construction of the Tris-
huli hydropower plant, the
school’s newer building was
constructed in 2022 through
grant funding under the High
Impact Community Develop-
ment Programme (HICDP).

In a post on X, Srivastava
commended Principal Dawadi’s
swift decision to ring the school
bell and clear the premises on
August 26 averted a massive
human tragedy.

Man stabbed outside Gujarat court as
murder suspects turn on one another

Brendan Dabhi
Ahmedabad, September 2

AMAN wasstabbed in the stom-
ach onacourt’s premisesin Gu-
jarat’s Kutch districtafterheand
four murder accused people got
into an altercation on Wednes-
day morning, the police said.
“Itwas fortunate we were on
scene and managed to appre-
hend the attacker. Otherwise
we would have had a murder
on the court premises,” said M
J Christian, Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police, Bhu,j.

It took three police officers
along with few other men to ap-
prehend the attacker on the
sessions court premises in Kutch.

Christian told TheIndian Ex-
press the suspects were out on
bail in a 2024 murder case and
that the victim was a friend of
one of them. “We moved himto
GK General Hospital for treat-
ment. We are waiting for him to
recover to give a statement, fol-
lowing which an FIR would be
filed in this case,” he added.

Christian said he arrived at
the court between 11 and 11.30

amto give astatementinacase.
Assoon as he stepped out of his
vehicle, he noticed an alterca-
tion in the lane leading to the
back of the courthouse towards
the parking area.

Christian found amanbran-
dishing a large knife, which he
allegedly used tostabthe victim.
The police managed to subdue
the attacker in the nick of time
and made him drop the knife.

Videos that have since gone
viral show police and others hit-
tingthe attackerin anattemptto
make him let go of the weapon.

under the BNS.

Mumbai Port
orders safety
probe after
craneoverturns
atIndira Dock

Express News Service
Mumbai, September 2

THE MUMBAI Port Authority
(MbPA) has ordered a detailed
investigation into the over-
turning of a shore-based mo-
bile crane during heavy-lift
cargo operations at Indira
Dock on Sunday evening, and
directed the operators con-
cerned to take corrective and
preventive measures, the port
authority said in a press state-
ment.

The incident occurred
around 7.15 pm at BPS Berth
while the crane was being used
for project cargo operations
alongside M/V Vienna. The
crane overturned towards the
vessel, following which a fire
broke out.

The MDbPA Fire Brigade,
with assistance from the
vessel’s crew, brought the fire
under control, the release said.
Two crane operators were in-
jured and evacuated to hospital
for treatment. The affected area
was subsequently secured.

Senior MbPA officers have
been monitoring the situation.
The site has been inspected by
the statutory safety authority
concerned, according to the
statement.

The port authority said rep-
resentatives of the vessel, P&l
and insurance agencies, the op-
erations and maintenance oper-
atorand other stakeholdershave
been engaged for surveys and
assessment of the incident, as
well as for the safe retrieval and
removal of the affected crane.

MDPA said it was ensuring
that the operators undertake
necessary corrective and pre-
ventive measures to ensure safe
and compliant cargo operations
and prevent a recurrence.

The authority added that
the investigation would exam-
ine any possible negligence,
dereliction, violation of safety
requirements or other non-
compliance.

Iflapses are established, ac-
tion will be taken against the
persons, operators or agencies
found responsible in accord-
ance with applicable laws and
regulations.

Bengaluru: Infant
twins found dead,
mother booked

Bengaluru: A 40-year-old Ben-
galuru woman was booked on
murder charges Tuesday after
sheallegedly drowned her three-
month-old twin daughters be-
foreattemptingtodiebysuicide
attheir residence, the police said.
Theincidentcametolighton
Tuesday when Ramalingappa,
50, returned to his house in Va-
jarahalli and found the door of a
room locked from inside. After
opening it, he allegedly found
his wife, Umadevi,attempting
suicide. Their daughters were
found dead in the same room.
Shewasrescued and takento
Shankar Hospital for treatment.
Based on Ramalingappa’s
complaint, the Talaghattapura
police registered a murder case
ENS

Keralam CM slams cleric over remarks
on women; IUML tiptoes around row

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
September 2

KERALAM CHIEF Minister VD
Satheesan Wednesday came out
strongly against remarks by
cleric A P Aboobacker Musliyar
over the presence of Muslim
women inthe public sphere, de-
spiteits ally IUML's tacit support
for the latter.

Referring to Eid Milad-un-
Nabi marked last week, Musa-
liyar, whois popularly known as
‘Kanthapuram’, said women
should not mingle with men in
public places or platforms, and
thatIslamic celebrationsshould
uphold “religious values and dis-
cipline”. “Exhibiting young
women in public places and
amongmen (Whoarenotrelated
to them) is un-Islamic and such
celebrations cannotbe allowed,”
he said in a written directive is-
sued to the community.

“What the Quran teaches is
that women should remain
quietly confined totheir homes.
Ifwomen enter the publicarena,
there will be great destruction,”
the cleric added.

Keralam CM V D Satheesan

As his remarks evoked a
backlash, including from
women of the community, vari-
ous Muslim leaders and
scholars, including those or-
ganisationally opposed to Kan-
thapuram, put their weight be-
hind him. The IUML, which
often acts as abuffer against or-
thodox elements dominating
the community, also sought to
justify the cleric’s remarks.

ITUML state chief and relig-
ious leader Panakkad Sayyid
Sadiq Ali Shihab Thangal said:
“He (Kanthapuram) might
have meant women’s safety.
What is more important is the
unity of the community aswell

New Delhi

associety. TheIUMLstandisto
remain close to that. Kanthapu-
ramstated (whathedid) asare-
ligious leader. Restrictions
could be for the benefit of
women. In modern society,
women are the most targeted,”
Thangal said.

Satheesan was unequivocal
in his comments Wednesday,
saying Kanthapuram’sstand “is
not suitable for a progressive
Kerala”. “Neither the Congress
nor the government can agree
to this stand. It may have been
okay tostate thisin the 19th cen-
tury, butnotin the 21st century.
Women should be part of the
mainstream, taking part in all
activities. We have a progressive
stand on this,” the CM said.

On Kanthapuram citingthe
Quran, Satheesan said: “The
Ouranisbeing misinterpreted.
Prophet Muhammed’s first
wife Khadija was a business-
woman. Another wife, Aisha,
led troops...Inthe royal assem-
bly of Caliph Umar, it was a
woman who questioned the
decision to reduce the Mahr
amount (for wives).”

The CM’s denunciation of

the cleric’s stand drew sharp
protests from the community
and its leaders. Kerala Muslim
Jamaath, a body of organisa-
tions owing allegiance to Kan-
thapuram, said Satheesan
should apologise to the Muslim
community for his ‘Ouran is
being misinterpreted’ remark.

Pro-IUML Muslim cleric’s
body SAMASTHA'’s president
Jifri Muthukoya Thangal said:
“Donotbelittle those who speak
on religious matters. Those re-
lated toreligion will speak about
religious matters...”

The cleric’s remarks camein
the wake of the active participa-
tion of women in festivities
marking last week’s Eid Milad-
un-Nabi. During the recent
Onam celebrations, too, Mus-
lim women had been at the
forefront of the festivities.

The IUML, which has been
fielding women for local polls,
nominated a Muslim woman
during this year’s Assembly
polls. Fathima Thahilya be-
came the party’s first Muslim
MLA. Her candidature toowas
opposed by clerics, as well as a
section of the SAMASTHA.
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Thank you for quashing
the FIRs, but a question

LL THE FIRs.... are hereby quashed.” With that order

by a three-judge bench, led by Chief justice of India

SuryaKant, awelcome moment of closure was reached

on Tuesday. The story began with the students’ pro-
testsat Jantar Mantar against the NEET paper leak. It saw a brut-
ish crackdown by the police on the march by mostly young pro-
testers demanding a hearing from the people’s representatives
inParliament. These columns have strongly and consistently ar-
gued for the freedom to protest peacefully, which is part of the
constitutionally guaranteed right to free speech and expression,
and against its criminalisation by the government. And yet, re-
wind to Tuesday’s quashing of FIRs by the Court, acting on the
request of governments at the Centre and some states, and a ques-
tion continues to hang in the courtroom: If Tuesday’s quashing
is an admission that a punishing state unfairly targeted citizens
for exercising their democratic right to protest, isn’t the manner
of the quashing problematic — because it seems selective? The
cases being closed isthe right thing to do, but are they being closed
for the right reason? Does the government find it expedient to
close them against one set of protesters while letting those against
other protesterslinger on, making the process their punishment?
The question s, basically, this: What about the protesters left out
of Tuesday’s frame?

Because the story of the April protests by factory workers in
Noida demanding higher wages has played out very differently.
There, as this paper has reported, a police crackdown saw up to
200 peopletaken into custody, including two under the stringent
NSA.The court stepped into grantreliefin 84 per cent of the cases
— on Wednesday, the Allahabad High Court quashed the NSA
detention of a student activist, terming the state’s case “con-
cocted”. But they fell one by one, for reasons ranging fromlack of
specific evidence to treating a crowd as the accused. There was
noblanket relief — the average period a protester spent in custody
was 53 days. Casesrelated tothe 20192020 protests against a dis-
criminatory citizenship law unleashed prolonged legal battles
acrossvarious courts. In UP, the government continued to harass
the accused, naming and shaming them in public hoardings, at-
taching properties by undue process, ignoring the court’s rebuke
thatithad becomeboth complainant and adjudicator. Cases from
the farmers’ protests of 2021 are still pending. As are those slapped
againstindividuals across the country, for the “crime” of disagree-
ing with the powers that be.

Tuesday’s quashing of FIRs against students will be avaluable
momentifitexpandsthe area of freedom for all —if it means that
henceforth, the government will be more tolerant of free speech
and the Court will give the benefit of the doubt to the vulnerable
individual, not the government. It will be unfortunate if it only
means that the decision tofile an FIR and the decision toquash a
protestdepends on whether the protesterisseenas “us” or “them”.

Cauvery needs a
distress-sharing pact

HE OPENING of the Mettur Dam’s sluice gates by Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay on Tuesday will
provide some relief to Cauvery Delta farmers. In anor-
mal year, the dam opens on June 12, and its gates are
shut on January 28, giving the region’s agriculturists a 230-day
irrigation window. This schedule is, however, contingent on the
monsoon and the release of water in the Cauvery’s upstream by
Karnataka. The Tamil Nadu government has ascribed thisyear’s
delay to the deficit in the southwest monsoon and Karnataka’s
failure to honour its water-sharing obligation under the Supreme
Court’s 2018 verdict. The dispute between the lower and upper
riparian statesignited political tensions in the past three months,
and the matterwent to the Supreme Court, but theimpasse wasn’t
resolved. With the rainfall deficit narrowing in August, the Tamil
Nadu government has leeway to release water for 45 days.

The Cauvery Management Authority, set up to oversee the
implementation of the 2018 verdict, has worked during normal
monsoon years. But the Court did not codify a formula for water-
sharing in years when the rains play truant. Its emphasis on sus-
tainable water use was lost on the two states, and the dispute
flared up again in 2023 — the first below-par monsoon after 2018.

The Tamil Nadu government hassaid that it will continuelegal
effortstosecureitsshare of the Cauvery’swaters. Karnataka’s push
for the Mekedatu Dam on the river has reignited old fears . The
DKShivakumar government’s argument that the dam would pri-
marily serve Bengaluru’s water needs while allowing better regu-
lation of releases hasn’t found any takers in Tamil Nadu. The fact
is, the Cauvery today hasto meet the competing demands of agri-
culture and urbanisation. Therefore, rather than lean on the ju-
diciary, Cauvery-dependent stateswould dowell to come together
and plan for the efficient use of the river’swaters. Solutions ranging
from disincentivising water-intensive crops to encouraging de-
centralised water management will require inputs of hydrologists,
economists, agri-scientists and farmers’ organisations. Represen-
tatives of the two states will need to sit together, understand each
other’s fears and shed confrontationist attitudes.

For the dog, it’'sa
toxic relationship

VER 30,000 years ago, a subset of grey wolves set in

motion the longest toxic relationship in history. It

began with eatinga few scraps, scavengingattheedge

of Homo sapiens camps. Those first tentative steps to-
wards abipedal ape turned gradually into a rewarding symbiotic
relationship — humans and dogs hunted together, offered each
other protection and even childcare. Symbiosis turned to com-
panionship, to affection and loyalty and now, to viral content
about “furbabies”. But all the marketing aboutlove of dog cannot
hide the cruelties of man toward his best friend.

Kindred Companion Sciences, a US-based biotech start-up,
claims to have created the first hypoallergenic dogs by using the
CRISPR technique to edit their genes. The tweak, though, may
have unintended consequences. After all, human beings have
been “geneediting” dogs since they were first domesticated. And
many, if not most, “purebreds” suffer from diseases and deform-
ities as a result. Yet, the dachshund with a bad back and the pug
ontheverge of aheart attackdonothold it against their “owner”.

Between Homo sapiens and Canis familiaris, then, isan abus-
ive friendship. A dog will accept its people as they are, warts and
all, and it is a rare pooch that bites the hand that feeds it. That
hand, though, might want its genes edited to avoid an allergy. Per-
haps that’sless cruel than breeding programmes of the past and
present. But let’s not call it love, or its victims “fur babies™.

about population explosion.

Every Census brought alarming

headlines. There were Five-Year

Plans, family-planning pro-
grammes, red triangles, slogans and sem-
inars on population stabilisation. Demog-
raphers warned us that Indians were
multiplying too fast.

We need not have worried. The solution
seems to have arrived from an entirely un-
expected quarter: the Election Commission
of India. The Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls appears capable of achieving
ina few months what decades of population
policy could not. Delhi had about 1.45 crore
electorsbefore the SIR. Itsdraft roll hascome
down to about 97.51akh — a fall of nearly 48
lakh, almost one-third. Maharashtra has
gone from about 9.78 crore to 7.71 crore, leav-
ingmore than2 crore names out of the draft.
Karnataka, too, has seen more than a crore
names excluded at the draft stage.

Across SIR’s three phases, more than 13
crore names have reportedly beenleft out of
draft rolls. Admittedly, these are notall final
deletions. Claims and objections will restore
many names. Butwhy allow such technical-
ities to spoil a great national achievement?

Ifelectoral-roll arithmeticistreated asde-
mography, India’s population problem may
already be solving itself. Perhaps we are no
longer 1.45 billion people. Perhaps we have
quietly slipped to 1.2 billion. Another round
ortwo of intensive revision and the much de-
sired 1-billion mark may be within reach.

Think of the benefits. Water availability
per capita will rise. Hospital beds per thou-
sand population will improve. Housing
shortages will decline. Teacher-pupil ratios
will look healthier. Even per capita GDP can
increase substantially without the inconven-
ience of increasing GDP. The Planning Com-

wanted to study the model. There is, how- 4
ever, a serious question hidden here.

Electoral rolls are not prepared afresh S
once in a generation. They are supposed to ,
be continuously updated. There are annual
revisions, Booth Level Officers (BLOs), politi-

the SIR. Critics have suspected that the exer-
cise would disproportionately affect Mus-
lims, an allegation strongly rejected by the
EC. But once a documentary net is cast
across tens of millions of people, bureau-
cracy does not necessarily discriminate with

cal-party agents and elaborate procedures ~ §Y QURAISHI the political precision that its critics or sup-
for additions, deletions and corrections. porters may imagine. Large numbers of Hin-
If this machinery has been functioning dus, too, find themselves caught in questions
reasonably well, how do we suddenly dis- of residence, migration, documentation,
cover that nearly one-third of Delhi’s elector- spelling, identity and verification.
ate requires exclusion from a draft roll, or That was one lesson of the NRC. It may
that more than 2 crore names in Maharash- become a lesson of SIR as well. Adminis-
tra have to disappear at one stroke? trative exercises have adangeroustendency
Either the earlier rolls (with which EC to begin with categories and end with
conducted the 2024 general election) were human beings. The consequences here are
astonishingly unreliable, or the present ex- especially serious because electoral registra-
ercise requires an extraordinary explanation. tionis notjustanother entry in another gov-
Neither possibility is particularly reassuring, ernment database. It determines whether a
We have seen before how massive exer- citizen can participate in the fundamental
cises involving citizenship, identity and democratic act of choosing a government.
documentation can acquire a life of their Of course, the electoral roll must be clean.
own. The Assam NRC is an instructive Dead voters should be removed. Duplicate
example. After years of verification under entries should disappear. Someone who has
Supreme Court supervision, enormous ad- permanently shifted should not remain en-
ministrative effort and expenditure of about rolled indefinitely at the old address. Butac-
Rs 1,600 crore, the final listin 2019 excluded curacy has two sides. An inflated electoral
19.06 lakh people. roll is undesirable. An artificially depleted
The result, however, produced an unex- one is potentially far worse. A wrong inclu-
pected political problem. Estimates widely sion can be challenged. A wrong exclusion
circulated at the time suggested . . may silenceacitizen on polling day.
that alarge proportion of those ex- Ifthis machinery has been Thereisalarger principle: A pet-

cluded were Bengali-speaking Hin-
dus, rather than only Muslim mi-
grants. NRC authorities never
published an official religion-wise
break-up. But the political dissatis-
faction was unmistakable. The
Assam government itself ques-
tioned the outcome and sought re-
verification. Seven years later, the

functioning reasonably well,
how do we suddenly discover
that nearly one-third of Delhi’s
electorate requires exclusion
from adraft roll, or that over
2 crore names in Maharashtra
have to disappear?

exercise remainsin limbo.

son does not cease to exist because
a BLO does not find him at home.
Nor does citizenship evaporate be-
cause anold document cannotim-
mediately be produced. The state
maintains registers for people;
people do not exist for the conveni-
ence of registers. Still, if we tempor-
arily put these constitutional
anxieties aside, the demographic

Why should the Registrar General and
Census Commissioner undertake the labori-
ous exercise of counting everybody in the
next Census? The job could simply be
handed over to the EC. After all, the ma-
chineryunderboth organisationsisthe same
— district administration.

Atraditional Census enumerator hasthe
inconvenient habit of counting whoever
livesinthe house. The newer administrative
imagination offers more productive possi-
bilities: Absent? Population reduced by one.
Shifted? Another reduction; Not found? Ex-
cellent progress towards stabilisation; form
not submitted? The demographic dividend
improves further. For decades, governments
tried persuasion, contraception and public
education to control population growth. No-
body thought of documentary verification.

The irony, however, should not obscure
the real issue. The success of the SIR cannot
be measured by how many namesitdeletes.
A large number of deletions is not evidence
of efficiency, just asasmall number is not evi-
dence of failure. The only meaningful test is
whether every eligible citizen remainson the
roll and every ineligible entry is removed —
with due process, transparency and a genu-
ine opportunity for correction.

NRC taught us that citizenship can be-
comeaprolonged documentary contest. SIR
should not turn votingintoone. Registersare
necessary. Clean electoral rolls are indispens-
able. But people are more real than registers.

And ifthe forthcoming Censusinsistson
tellingusthat India stillhas nearly one-and-
a-halfbillion people, perhaps we knowwhat
todo. Order an SIR.

Quraishi is former CEC and author of
An Undocumented Wonder: The
Making of the Great Indian Election

The dimag is a public good,
it's worth protecting

PAROMITA
CHAKRABARTI

Citizens come
to mistake
confidence for
truth and
doubt for
weakness. The
dimagi
becomes
subservient to
thejugaaduin
the republic of
theglib and the
obsequious

N HIS Pulitzer Prize-winning Anti-In-

tellectualism in American Life (1963),

Richard Hofstadter traces a suspicion

of the expert to a populist strain that

equated learning with elitism and
plain speech with virtue. This resentment of
and opposition to thelife of the mind, he ar-
gues, was not a product of McCarthyism
alone;itwasembedded in American culture,
in its material pragmatism that measured
worth inutility and profit, its populist politics
and religious evangelism.

Hofstadter was writing during the Cold
War but the cyclical antipathy to the dimag
—the mind — orwhatisborn of it — dimagi,
the intellect —is not an American phenom-
enon alone. In Age of Anger (2017), Pankaj
Mishra situates the global turn against ex-
pertise within a much older resentment —
the sense, cultivated since the Enlighten-
ment’s uneven arrival in the postcolonial
world, that rationalist elites have hoarded the
fruits of modernity for themselves.

Thatresentment travelseasily through a
stratified society, attachingitselfto old hier-
archies of caste, language, and privilege, ex-
acerbated by elite gatekeeping. InIndia, over
thelastdecade, a confrontational majoritar-
ian political project, a compliant echo
chamber, and the digital public square have
recast the expertasanebulousfigure,anad-
versary often to the national mood of vikas.

The damage thisdoesto publiclife —the
hollowing out of institutions that once me-
diated between knowledge and power — is
profound. But institutional erosion alone
does not explain why so many people are
willingtoaccommodateit. Thisis especially
paradoxicalin acountry thatadores degrees:
The IIT rank, the medical seat, the govern-
ment service examination.

Perhaps the answer lies in what it does
notrespect, and sometimes, resents. The de-
gree’s original purpose: Independent
thought. We are at home with intellect that
has been institutionalised, monetised, and
made obedient, not the one that is unruly,
curious, that asks questions, that says no.

Consider just one example: Competitive
examinations. The defining feature of most
of them is not that they are hard, but that
they are hard in a specific way. They reward
speed and retention under constraints of
time and pressure. A student preparing for
them is not being trained to weigh conflict-
ingevidence or unresolved questions. They
are being trained to eliminate ambiguity as

fast as possible, because ambiguity costs
marks and marks cost a seat that a few
hundred thousand othersalsowant. The de-
gree is a mobility instrument — it moves a
family across a caste line, a class line, a mar-
riageability threshold, a generation’s worth
of precarity. So the ability to shoehorn one-
selfintoitsrequirementsisuseful, especially
inanuncertainjob market. Itis, however, not
the same skill asindependent thought. And
after years of selecting for the first, thereisno
obvious reason a society would reward the
second once the exam is over, especially if
the costs are disproportionately high.

What happenswhen inquiryistreated as
an obstacle to advancement? Citizens come
to mistake confidence for truth and doubt
for weakness. The dimagi becomes subser-
vient tothejugaadu in the republic of the glib
and the obsequious. And yet there is virtue
in treating the mind’s slow, unglamorous
work —research, revision, imagination —as
a public good worth protecting, the way
clean air or an independent judiciary is a
public good. Its value lies in the possibilities
it keeps open: The questions not yet
answered, the arguments not yetsettled, the
futures not yet foreclosed.

Jonathan White in In the Long Run: The
Futureas a Political Idea (2024), argues that
democracies survive on the conviction that
alternatives to the present exist and can be
reasoned towards rather than simply
awaited or feared. That conviction has al-
ways been produced by argument — by
thinkers willing to sketch what has not yet
happened and defend it against opponents.
Take away that work of thinking, and what
remainsisapolitics of pure reaction: A “now
ornever” urgency that treats every problem
asanemergency tobesolved through direc-
tives rather than to be worked through.

A nation that cannot argue about its fu-
ture — that treats the economist’s dissent,
the historian’s revision, the stand-up comic’s
satire as noise — loses not just the capacity
tocorrectitselfbut the possibility of imagin-
ing something different from what it has. A
society that treats its dimag with suspicion
forfeits the very faculty by which futures are
imagined intobeing. It contractsintoan eter-
nal present, governed by whoever promises
the most confident escape fromit.

The writer is senior associate editor,
The Indian Express.
paromita.chakrabarti@expressindia.com

- Germany's fourth World Cup
hockey titleis warning for India
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MIHIR
VASAVDA

The Asian
Games offer an
immediate
opportunity to
reassert
continental
supremacy. But
the bigger task
isbeyond
Nagoya

Olympic gold medals. Pakistan built an equally formi-
dable legacy at the World Cup, winning four titles —
in 1971,1978, 1982 and 1994 — a record that stood for
32 years. For decades, the neighbours defined world hockey. On
Sunday, Germany changed that. By winning the 2026 World Cup,
they equalled Pakistan’s record. It was alandmark achievement
and completed another chapter in the rise of European hockey.

There was a time when an India-Pakistan match was a con-
test between the sport’s historical superpowers. India had their
extraordinary Olympic dynasty; Pakistan developed a similar
World Cup pedigree. Between them, they won five of the first
eight World Cups — India’s only World Cup triumph came four
yearslater in 1975, when they beat Pakistan in Kuala Lumpur.
Today, that rivalry is fragile, with India not losing to their arch ri-
vals in a decade. The global dominance, meanwhile, has long
waned. For both. Pakistan have not won the World Cup since 1994
and were knocked out early this time. India, despite remaining
Asia’sstrongest men’s side and winning Olympic bronze medals
at Tokyo and Paris, arrived at this World Cup chasing a second
title 51 years after the first. They finished eighth.

Look at the World Cup’s history and the geographical move-
ment becomes clear. Asia has five titles — four for Pakistan and
one forIndia. Europe now has seven, with Germany’s fourth tak-
ingthe continent ahead. Australia, meanwhile, have three.

European hockey built systems capable of sustaining it:
Stronger domestic competitions, professional structures, deeper
player pathways, sophisticated coaching and a wider pool of na-
tions capable of producing elite teams. Asia has struggled tomain-
tain the same momentum. Pakistan’s decline is the most dra-
matic. A country that once produced hockey heroes almost as a
matter of national identity now finds itself trying to rebuild the
foundations . The resources, talent and public interest remain
greater in India, and the national team is still capable of winning
major medals. But the gap between being the best team in Asia
and being the best team in the world is increasingly obvious.

That makes the timing of Germany’s achievement particu-
larly interesting. In less than three weeks, the Asian Gamesbegin
in Aichi-Nagoya. For decades, the Asian Games were another
stage on which India and Pakistan could measure their suprem-
acy. India will still be among the favourites. But the tournament
cannolonger be viewed simply through that old prism. Germany
have equalled Pakistan. The Netherlands remain Olympic cham-
pions. Belgium have won a World Cup and the Olympics within
the last decade. Australia remain a perennial power. Spain, the
surprise finalist in this World Cup, are showing that the European
pool continues to deepen.

The Asian Games offer an immediate opportunity to reassert
continental supremacy. But the bigger task is beyond Nagoya. If
Indiadoes not strengthen the ecosystem that produced its extra-
ordinary Olympic legacy, the rest of the world will keep coming
for the records that once seemed untouchable. And eight, for all
its grandeur, is still just a number.

OR DECADES, hockey’s greatest numbers belonged
to Asia. India owned the most coveted record: Eight

The writer is deputy associate editor, The Indian Express
mihir.vasavda@expressindia.com
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PM forimmediate sanctions

THE PRIME MINISTER, Rajiv Gandhi, called
upon non-aligned countries towork out a
package of measures to help frontline states
meet the aggression by the South African
government. He ordered India’s full support
for the measures to end apartheid.

NAMr reportcriticised

PRIME MINISTER Rajiv Gandhi's report to the
non-aligned summit as outgoing chairman of
the movement came in for adverse comment

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

outside the conference for not giving a full
account of the happeningsin the last three
years. Particular notice was taken of the
report not having made any mention of the
US bombing of the Libyan capital and the

team of NAM foreign ministers visiting Tripoli.

DTC scraps scheme

IN THE face of violent resistance by residents
of anumber of trans-Jamuna colonies, the
Delhi Transport Corporation decided todo
away with the “route rationalisation” scheme
introduced inthe area on August 30. A state-

New Delhi

ment issued by the DTC said the Minister for
Surface Transport, Rajesh Pilot, had ordered
that DTC routesin the trans-Jamuna colonies
be restored to the earlier position.

Deadly collisioninBlack Sea

THREE HUNDRED and ninety-eight passen-
gers are dead or missing after the marine
accidentinthe Black Sea, a Soviet govern-
ment enquiry commission has reported.
Seventy-nine bodies have so far been
recovered from the sea, and 319 passen-
gersremain to be traced.




® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
There’s no point warning Israel’s
pyromaniac government about the
West Bank blaze.

— Haaretz, Israel
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Mountains bind India, China, and Nepal to
ashared destiny. They

——

THAROORTHINK

BY SHASHI THAROOR

HE RECENT catastrophe that

struck Nepal offers adevastating

reminder of the fragile, inter-

connected ecological reality of

Himalayan Asia. A sudden col-
lapse of ice and rock high in the mountains
abovetheborderregion transformed within
minutes into a violent surge of water, mud,
and debris, sweeping through settlements,
crushingcritical infrastructure, and claiming
overathousandlives. The shockwaves of this
tragedy were felt immediately in Kath-
mandu, where I happened to be visiting,
along with various diplomats, politicians,
and global observers gathered for pre-
planned commitments.

During a high-profile conclave hosted in
the capital by a leading Indian television
news channel, the gravity of the situation
completely reshaped the agenda. Address-
ing the audience, Rabi Lamichhane, the
leader of the ruling Rashtriya Swatantra
Party, made a poignant observation that cut
through standard diplomatic platitudes. He
noted, almost in passing, that whatever the
prevailing geopolitical frictions, strategic ri-
valries, or sovereign boundary disputes
amongIndia, China, and Nepal, all three na-
tions unavoidably share a single, unified
mountainsystem. Hisremarks underscored
a shared sentiment reverberating across
Kathmandu: Thistragedy was not merely an
isolated localised accident, but astark mani-
festation of accelerated global warming. Itis
abitter irony that Nepal, whose greenhouse
gas emissions are virtually negligible, bears
the most brutal, immediate consequences
of global climate change, while its vast,
highly industrialised neighbours, especially
tothe north, account for a substantial portion
of the atmospheric warming driving Hima-
layan glacial collapse.

Glaciers do not recognise international
boundarylines, nor doglacial lakes, river ba-
sins, or atmospheric currents. When a glacial
lake bursts, alandslipdamsa transboundary
river, or an ice-rock avalanche releases mil-

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

Food warnings

THE PROPOSED red-label system
iswelcome, but India’s nutrition
crisis needs more than warning
stickers (‘Red label for salt, sugar
and fatisagood start’, IE, Septem-
ber2). It could combine front-of-
pack warnings with simple colour-
coded nutritional scores,
restrictions on junk-food advertis-
ingaimed at children, and health-
ier school canteens. However,
regulation must avoid turning nu-
trition into aluxury, since health-
ier alternatives are often costlier.
Bablu Gupta, Lucknow

Nalanda’s memory

THE AUTHOR rightly argues that
India’sengagement with Central
Asia must extend beyond strategic
calculations to knowledge, culture
and civilisational connections (‘In
Bishkek, alesson from Nalanda’,
IE, September 2). I believe this
offers animportant opportunity
for Bihar. The revived Nalanda
University’s growing
international character and em-
phasis on educational diplomacy
provide a natural platform for

need to honourit

lions of cubic metres of meltwater, creating
a “barrier lake” that could burst at any time,
the ensuing deluge flows downstream across
sovereign frontiers. Yet, despite this undeni-
able physical unity, regional governance of
the Himalayan biome remains deeply frag-
mented. The current crisisdemonstratesthe
urgent necessity of establishing an institu-
tionalised tripartite mechanism among
India, Nepal, and China dedicated exclus-
ively to ecological protection, real-time
hydrological information-sharing, and joint
climate adaptation efforts.

Designing such an institutional frame-
workrequiresaclear-eyed assessment ofthe
region’s historical track record regarding
ecological transparency. Cooperation be-
tween upper-riparian and lower-riparian
statesin the Himalayas has historicallybeen
uneven, reactive, and constrained by na-
tional security secrecy. Both Indiaand Nepal
have repeatedly expressed deep dissatisfac-
tion with the quality, frequency, and timeli-
ness of hydrological and geological data
shared by China.

China controls the Tibetan Plateau, the
crucial source of headwaters for Asia’s major
river systems, including the Yar-
lung Tsangpo (Brahmaputra), the
Indus, and the upper tributaries of
the Ganges, such as the Bhote
Koshi and Karnali. Over the years,
Beijing’s approach to sharing

Itis a bitter irony that Nepal,
whose greenhouse gas
emissions are virtually

negligible, bears the most

ILLUSTRATION: C R SASIKUMAR

ian nations have often been left in the dark
during critical moments.

Forinstance, during previous incidents
involving natural dams formed by massive
landslidesin Tibet, both Indian authorities
in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam, aswell as
downstream Nepali communities, faced
terrifying delays in receiving actionable
flow rates or structural assessment data
from Chinese monitoring stations. Simi-
larly, when flash floods and artificial lake
formations occurred along upper trans-
boundary tributaries like the Pareechu
River or the Bhote Koshi, downstream
countries were often forced to rely on de-
layed commercial satellite imagery rather
thanimmediate, official hydrological alerts
from Beijing. Even existing bilateral mech-
anisms between India and Nepal, while
more operational, have frequently suffered
from administrative friction, inadequate in-
strumentation in remote high-altitude
zones, and a lack of integrated early-warn-
ingarchitecture spanning the higher Hima-
layas down to the Gangetic plains.

Ifatripartite environmental mechanism
istosucceed where past arrangements have
stumbled, it must transcend politi-
cal posturing and operate on a
purely technical, life-saving im-
perative. This requires three dis-
tinct pillars of engagement.

First, information-sharing must

hydrological data during the mon- brutal. immediate be transformed from a discretion-
soon season has been governed ’ ary political courtesy into an auto-
largely by transactional, bilateral conseguences of glObal mated, real-time protocol. High-al-
MoUs rather than automatic, open- climate change titude  hydrometeorological

data commitments. Lower-ripar-

stations, seismic sensors, and auto-

mated water-level gauges situated across
Tibet, northern Nepal, and the Indian Hima-
layan region must feed into ashared regional
data grid. Downstream communities in
Nepal and India cannot afford to wait hours
foradministrative clearancesin foreign capi-
tals when a glacial outburst flood can travel
downstream in a matter of minutes. Real-
time satellite data, telemetry, and flood ha-
zard modelling must be made accessible to
emergency responders across all three
nations simultaneously.

Second, joint ecological research and risk
mapping must replace isolated national as-
sessments. Thousands of potentially danger-
ous glacial lakes are scattered across the
Hindu Kush-Himalayan range, many of
them expanding rapidly as global tempera-
turesrise. Mappingthese hazards, assessing
the structural stability of hanging glaciers,
and predicting destabilising landslips
requires joint scientific expeditions, cross-
border remote sensing analysis, and shared
ecological modelling. Establishing a joint
scientific council under a tripartite banner
would allow researchers to pool expertise.

Third, feasibility-based joint action must
be pursued on the ground. Where high-risk
glacial lakes threaten settlements across
borders, joint engineering interventions
(such as controlled siphoning, artificial
drainage channels, or structural reinforce-
ment) must be undertaken collaboratively.
Coordinated disaster response drills and
cross-border environmental conservation
projects can build functional trust among
military and civilian disaster response
agencies that otherwise view each other
through alens of geopolitical suspicion.

The Himalaya is warming at a rate sig-
nificantly higher than the global average,
threatening the water security, safety, and
livelihoods of over a billion people down-
stream. Nations can negotiate political
boundaries, but they cannot negotiate with
physics, geology, or changing atmospheric
temperatures. As Lamichhane pointed out,
the mountains bind India, China, and
Nepal to a shared destiny. Establishing a
dedicated, transparent tripartite mechan-
ism for environmental cooperation is an
absolute necessity for survival in an age of
climate crisis.

The writer is a fourth-term Member of
Parliament (Lok Sabha) for Thiruvananthapuram
and chairman of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Affairs

— I.;I:bll""\-\.__._. )

o~ ‘_:L::'-T'-:i&_-.- e T- ._._1%. i
IRFANULLAH FAROOQI AND
SURAJ GOGOI

JASON ARDAY’S death hasraised pertinent
questionsabout academicexcellence andin-
tegrity, institutional practices pertaining to
diversity and inclusion, and criticism in gen-
eral. A sociologist of education, Arday was
only 37 when he was appointed in March
2023 asafull professor in the Faculty of Edu-
cation, University of Cambridge, making
him the youngest Black professor in the uni-
versity’s history. However, the very day he
joined, there was a Freedom of Information
request inquiring into his credentials.
Ardaydid notspeaktillhewas11, started
reading and writing when he was 18 and
battled with arange of disabilities. However,
during his stint at Cambridge, Arday was
subjected to unrelenting scrutiny. What
stood out were charges of plagiar-
ism, something that recently
gained massive traction after accu-
sations made by Nathan Cofnas, a

When academiabecomes
the site of othering

Dalits in Indian academia are
always managing themselves,

The public shaming Arday had to face
urges us to think about the parallels be-
tween race and caste. Criticism of Arday was
firmly rooted in the excellence narrative.
While many questioned his scholarly cre-
dentials duetothe plagiarism charges, afew
dismissed himbased on what they saw asthe
lack of excellence in his scholarship. He did
notdeserve, intheir view, tobe aCambridge
professor. Dalits at Indian universities — stu-
dentsand teachers — have struggled against
thisexcellence narrative for several decades,
with much of their labour going into con-
stantly proving their merit.

The appeal of the integrity narrative can
hardly be overstated. Arday was painted as
a fraud. Academics, too, were quick to dis-
miss his integrity. However, the campaign
against him was more about the violatorand
less about the violation. In the case
of Dalits, too, the slightest evidence
of them cutting corners leads to
them being crushed under the in-

self-described “race realist”. Asthe
campaign against him turned
abusive, Arday resigned from his
position, stating that it was not to
be taken as an acceptance of the
chargesbutassomethinghehadto
dofor hiswell-being. Ten dayslater,

projecting a certain image to

keep hasty criticism at bay. If
they stray a millimetre from
the socially sanctioned script,
disgrace of a kind that exists

solely for them befalls them

tegrity narrative. Insocieties where
race and caste continue to deter-
mine the majority’s standing, we
ought to be mindful of the uneth-
ical foundations of such concerns.

To question someone’s aca-
demic credibility isone thingbut to

responsible criticism. When asked what the
blueprint is to become an academic, Arday
remarked, “If you are Black or Asian, it is:
How much can you suffer?” Black people
and Dalits are forced to hold on to whatever
dignityisleft with them, enduring everyday
racism and casteism. They know that what
routinely bypasses the social gaze willbe un-
forgivable in their case.

Dalitsin Indian academia are always ma-
naging themselves, projectingorlivingupto
acertainimage soastokeep criticismatbay.
If they stray a millimetre from the socially
sanctioned script, disgrace of a kind that
exists solely for them befalls them. Arday,
too, was subjected to criticism that led to a
specific kind of humiliation. It was directed
athimasaBlack person, notasanacademic.

In the days before his death, the fixation
on Arday’slife took a ghoulish turn. The dis-
proportionate focus has been rightly at-
tributed to his racial identity. This media
frenzy wasjustified asbeingin “publicinter-
est”. Perhaps one should also ask, what kind
of public and in whose interest?

To be Black, to be a Dalit, or any kind of
minority, is a costly thing in society. Evenin
educational institutions, many of the mar-
ginalised continue to pay with their life.

controversy
over GDP
numbers is

unwarranted

SoumyA KANTI GHOSH

NDIAS FIRST-QUARTER GDP numbers have been caught

in a crossfire, with a slugfest of unending salvos between

die-hard supporters and opponents on issues such as the

interpretation of the base year. Globally, GDP revisions typi-

cally occur for two major reasons: Periodic baseline changes
to reflect modern economic structures, and retrospective data
updates after economic events. While developed economies gen-
erally experience minor routine adjustments, emerging markets
frequently witness dramatic revisions due to the inclusion of in-
formal or rapidly expanding techno-digital sectors and ever-
changing consumer preferences.

While the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implemen-
tation (MoSPI) has come out with its set of explanations, we pro-
vide some more food for thought for settling this issue.

Last year, when the NSO had released the first quarter FY26
GDP numbers (base: 2011-12), the nominal GDP for the quarter
was Rs 86.11akh crore. In the latest release (base: 2022-23), the
Q1 FY26 GDP number has been revised downwards to Rs 80
lakh crore. Alongside, the latest Q1 FY27 GDP number is at Rs
88.3 1akh crore.

Some are now ascribinga 2.6 per cent growth innominal GDP
for the latest quarter instead of 10.3 per cent by calculating the
yearly growth rate using Rs 88.3 1akh crore (we call it series A for
the sake of clarity) over Rs 86.11akh crore (we call it series C). This
isasign of intellectual dishonesty.

If anyone truly wants to compare current nominal GDP
numbers over the previous unrevised base of the first quarter
of last year, then Rs 88.3 lakh crore (new base, series A re-
leased in August) should be estimated over Rs 80.4 lakh crore
(new base, released in June), which comes out to 9.7 per cent
growth (as against 10.3 per cent). Hypothetically, even with
this nominal growth (by adjusting the deflator), the real
growth for Q1 FY27 would be 74 per cent (as against the re-
leased 7.8 per cent), still good enough in view of the exogen-
ous challenges during the quarter.

Comparisons need to be made on the same base, using the
same method. The 2.6 per cent number being touted is neither
the official real growth rate nor
a like-for-like comparison. It is
ahybrid comparisonbetweena
current-year level of the new-
series with an old-series pre-
vious-year level. That may
make for a dramatic talking
point, but it does not provide a
meaningful growth rate for a
reality check. Another situation
may arise when instead of being
revised downwards, the

numbers are revised upwards.

But why did this unwar-
ranted confusion arise this
time?

Everyyear, MOSPI revisesits
previous year’s GDP estimates,
reconciling them against the corresponding annual revised esti-
mates. These revisions are released in February. In the current
year (this time on August 31), the National Accounts Statistics has
also incorporated revised numbers of previous years in the
quarterly data itself for the sake of more transparency to align
with the base revisions carried out in CPL ITP, WPI and PPI. This
isperfectlylegitimate. This base alignment ensures that the GDP
deflators and volume estimates remain consistent with the up-
dated price and production indices.

The reported Q1 FY27 growth number does not stand alone.
The composition givesit credibility. Real GVA grew 8.2 per cent,
whichisa cleaner reading of underlying activity. GST collection
till August was at Rs10.42 lakh crore, up 11 per cent (Q1 FY27 up
8.6 per cent). Domestic passenger vehicle sales were up 25.6 per
cent, tractor sales 19 per cent, IIP 6.2 per cent, steel output 4.8
per cent, cement 8.8 per cent, and exports 17 per cent till July.
Net FDI for Q1 FY27 was at $7.8 billion as compared to $4.75 bil-
lion last year. These are surely not signs of an economy expan-
ding at only 2.6 per cent.

The World Bank notes that countries revise national accounts
toimprove accuracy and comparability, and thatlarger revisions
may be needed when new methodologies or anew reference year
for constant-price series are introduced. It also cautions that re-
basing can create breaks unless historical data are consistently
linked. Forexample, thelatest Q1 FY27 number will only be final-
ised by February 2029. Base revisions add an extra layer to this
complicated process. Interestingly, the base year revision this
time hasreduced the size of the GDP. Thus, the argument of GDP
getting bigger because of base year revisions is meaningless.

The writer is member, PM Economic Advisory Council,
member, 16th Finance Commission and group

deeperacademic and cultural en-
gagement with Central Asia.
Ashok Rajpath, Patna

Bishkek alignment

THE ALIGNMENT of leaders at
the Bishkek summit on artificial
intelligence and climate security
isencouraging at atime when
both technological and environ-
mental changes are reshaping the
global order (‘“Take Bishkek to
BRICS’, IE, September 2). Al is
creating new opportunities, but
itsrapid expansion also requires
responsible regulation and safe-
guards. Climate change, mean-
while, isemerging as an impor-
tant security concern. Extreme
weather events, water shortages,
food insecurity and damage to
infrastructure can place
additional pressure on
economies. Greater cooperation
in climate adaptation, disaster
management and early-warning
systems can help.

Rukma Sharma, Jalandhar

he was found dead.

violate their dignity isanythingbut

The writers teach at IIM Kozhikode

chief economic adviser, SBI. Views are personal

SURENDAR SINGH

THE WORLD bemoans Chinese overcapac-
ity asa global structural challenge. Chinais,
after all, the world’s largest trade-surplus
economy, with avalue of $1.2 trillion, and ac-
counts for roughly 30 per cent of global
manufacturing output. Its rise in global
manufacturing is largely driven by govern-
mentsubsidies and astate-directed financial
system that provides cheap credit. State-
backed industrial subsidies have enabled
Chinese firmsto expand without being con-
cerned about profits and returns vis-a-vis
their international competitors. The conse-
quenceisaself-defeatingrace tothe bottom,
with razor-thin or negative margins as Chi-
nese firms engage in zero-sum price wars at
home and abroad to expand market share.

Chinese overcapacity is a problem for the worlo

China’s rise has created a form of “abso-
lute advantage” in manufacturing. Its suc-
cess reflects not only low-cost production
but alsoscale, supplier networks, infrastruc-
ture, technological capabilities, and state-
supported industrial ecosystems. This allows
it to manufacture goods ranging from tex-
tiles and machinery to electronics, solar PV,
batteries, and EVs at competitive prices. This
has far-reaching implications.

First, China’s rise has produced signifi-
canteconomic gains forboth developed and
developing countries. Low-cost Chinese
manufactured goods reduce the prices of
consumer goods, machinery, clean technol-
ogy products and intermediate inputs,
thereby supporting industrial transforma-
tion and infrastructure development in de-
veloping economies.

Second, China’slow-cost mass manufac-
turingadvantage creates asymmetric press-
ures on developing countries to build do-

mestic manufacturing capabilities. Pro-
ducers in developing countries face chal-
lenges in competing with Chinese pro-
ducers, creating a “late industrialisation
dilemma”. However, this gradually weakens
incentives and capabilities to foster domestic
upstream industries. The key questionisnot
whether Chinese imports are efficient and
competitive, but whether import depend-
ence thwarts capability building and
upgradationin manufacturing value chains.

Third, China’s absolute advantage in

The key question is not whether
Chinese imports are efficient and
competitive, but whether import
dependence thwarts capability
building and upgradationin
manufacturing value chains

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

bothlow-cost and high-end manufacturing
istransformingthe geography of global value
chain networks. Today, it occupies a domi-
nant and critical position across multiple
stages of the manufacturing value chain net-
works. In the EV sector, it controls critical
nodes — 65 per cent of lithium refining, 70
per cent of cobalt refining, and over 80 per
cent of battery manufacturing. This creates
apeculiar paradoxin the globalisation of pro-
duction, where China is the most competi-
tive and its sheer dominance generates sig-
nificant strategic vulnerabilities for countries
that rely excessively on a single supplier.
Fourth, China’sexcessindustrial capacity
poses challenges for Indiain its quest for self-
reliance. Chinese imports have impacted
MSME-led domestic manufacturing, undetr-
miningIndia’s manufacturing imperatives.
Chinaaccounts for roughly 17 per cent of In-
dia’s imports, with dependence on solar PV
modules, telecom components, electronics

New Delhi

and APIs. India’s electronics industry faces
ashortage of printed circuit boards due geo-
political headwinds and supply-chain im-
pediments, impacting downstream manu-
facturing. India also faces a pincer dilemma.
Chinese export curbs could restrict access to
keyinputssuch assolar wafers, cells and bat-
teries, while its PLI scheme for solar and EV
is challenged in the WTO for violating local
content rules aimed at augmenting do-
mestic manufacturing capabilities.

Aglobal dialogueis needed on gradually
rebalancing the Chinese economy in part-
nership with the US and other major econ-
omies. Given the scale of the challenge and
the Chinese economy’s size and broader in-
ternational ramifications, a globally coordi-
nated approach, similar tothe 1985 Plaza Ac-
cord, could be considered.

The writer is associate professor, O.P. Jindal
Global University, Sonipat. Views are personal
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Classifieds

PERSONAL

I, Jagvir Singh S/o Balwant Singh
R/01082,Bavli-3, Baraut,
Baghpat, UP have changed my
name to Jagbir Singh.

0071058258-1

I, Aashish Kumar Shukla S/o-
Devendra Kumar Shukla, R/o-
4000, Gali Varna Sadar Bajar,
Chandni Chowk, Delhi-06 have
changed the name of my minor
daughter Jainy Shukla, aged
17yrs and she shall hereafter
be known Riddhi Shukla

0040875895-3

I KHUSHBU JAIN W/O RAJESH
JAIN R/O C-86 SECTOR-20
NOIDA | HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME KHUSHBOO JAIN AND
KHUSHBU JAIN IS THE NAME OF
ONE AND THE SAME PERSONS.

0040875956-3

I, MOHAMMAD JAVAD S/0O
GULZAR AHMED R/0 2112, 1ST
FLOOR GALI PEER JI WALI,
RODGRAN, LAL KUAN CHANDNI
CHOWKDELHI 110006 HAVE
CHANGE MY NAMETO
MOHAMMAD JAVED
PERMANENTLY AS PER MY
DOCUMENTS.

0071058268-1

I,IC/Army
No.Ex.JC168429H,Rank Sub
Maj(HONY CAPT) Name-
Mahaveer Singh,R/0 Vill-
Pukharpur,PO- Mokalwas,Teh-
Manesar, Distt-Gurugram,
Haryana-122413,have changed
my spouse/dependent From
Chander Kala Devito Chander
Kala,for all future purposes.

0040875953-2

1,Gurjit Singh,S/o-Amarjit Singh
R/o0 FB-14,Second Floor, Tagore
Garden, New Delhi-110027 have
changed my name to Gurjeet
Singh Baweja.

0040875949-6

I,Kanwal Jit Kaur W/o Ravinder
Singh R/0,B-42-D, Tilak-Vihar,
Tilak-Nagar, New Delhi-
110018,have changed my name
to Kanwaljeet Kaur for all
purposes.

0040875957-4

I,SUWARTH RAM,S/0-PALTU
RAM,R/0-0-47, MAGOLPURI,
DELHI-110083,declare that
name of mine has been
wrongly written as SURAT in
my DDA(J.J. CELL)possssion
slip no.-1547.

0040875944-1

I, THAKUR SHUBHAMSHANKAR
BINEETKUMAR,S/0-
Bineetkumar T Thakur,R/0-
Suncity Vatsal Valley,Block-B-
105,4th Floor,Gwal
Pahari,Gurgaon,Haryana-
122003,have changed my name
to SHUBHAMSHANKAR BINEET
THAKUR for all future
Purposes.

0040875953-6

I,SHYAM SUNDAR BANSAL, S/0
MOOL CHAND BANSAL, R/O-A-
148/1 SHASTRINAGAR,ASHOK
VIHAR DELHI-110052,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO SHYAM
SUNDER BANSAL.

0040875944-5

I, Bhavya D/o ShriYogesh
Malhotra, R/0 C2/502, PWO
Housing Complex, Sector-43,
Gurugram-122009, Haryana,
have changed my name to
Bhavya Seth for all future
purposes.

0040875837-1

ILAMARY MARGARET W/O
WILSON CRUZ R/O EMBASSY OF
SWEDEN,?.NO.22,GATE-NO-3,4-
5 NAYA MARG,
CHANAKYAPURI,NEW DELHI-
110021,HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO MARY MARGARET
CRUZ. 0040875944-2

I, KISHAN D/o LAL BHADUR
KHATRI W/o DEEPAK SINGH R/0
HOUSE NO-7, MANOHAR PARK,
ASHOK PARK METRO STATION,
EAST PUNJABI BAGH, WEST
DELHI, DELHI, 110026 have
changed my name to KUSUM
SINGH for all purposes.

0071058261-1

I,DEEPAKS/O PYARE LAL, R/O-
BB-443,BAGRIAN BASTI, NABI
KARIM, PAHAR GANJ, NEW
DELHI-55, declares that | will
use my name as DEEPAK
RAJPUT for all purposein
future.

0040875895-4

I, MOHAMMAD KHALID S/O
MOHAMMAD YAMEEN R/O
1282-1283, MAIN ROAD FARASH
KHANA DELHI-110006, HAVE
CHANGED THENAME OF MY
MINOR SON AGED 13 Yrs FROM
MOHAMMAD HUMZA TO
MOHAMMAD HAMZA
PERMANENTLY.

0071058284-1

I,ASHUTOSH AGARWAL S/0
Anand Kumar Aggarwal R/o-
14/28 East Punjabi Bagh Delhi-
110026 have changed my name
to ASHUTOSH AGRAWAL.

0040875944-6

I, Mridul Pal, S/o Shri Yash Pal,
R/o H-12,Plot No. 88, Mukhram
Garden, Tilak Nagar, Delhi-
110018, have changed my name
from Mridul Pal to Mridul Paul
and shall hereafter be known
as Mridul Paul for all purposes,
vide Affidavit sworn before Ms.
Iti Aggarwal, SDM Rajouri
Garden, on 31.08.2026.

0071058232-1

I,Tusha Kumari
Tilwe,D/o.Hukumchand
Tilwe,R/0.T-422/A,4th
floor,Ration Wali Gali,Temp
Nand Lal,Baljeet Nagar,Patel
Nagar, Delhi-110008 have
changed my nameto TUSHA
TILWE permanently

0040875953-3

I,LRAVI KUMAR,S/0-PREM
CHAND,R/0-WZ-17A,Harijan
Colony,Tilak Nagar,delhi-
110018,have changed my minor
daughter,age 14 years name
from SONAKSHI to SONAKSHI
SOO0D,for all future purposes.

0040875953-7

I, SANA UROOJ W/O IMRAN ALI
SIDDIQUIR/0 2123 1ST FLOOR
AHATA KALE SAHIB QASIM JAN
STREET BALLIMARAN DELHI
110006 HAVE CHANGE MY
NAME TO SANASIDDIQUI
PERMANENTLY AS PER MY
DOCUMENTS. 0071058235-1

I,LANU GUPTA,W/0 AMRIT
PAL,R/O FNO.501 5TH-FLOOR
PKT-2 SECTOR-18B DWARKA
DELHI-110078.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAME TO ANU FORALL
PURPOSES.

0040875953-11

I, Mainaj W/o Mustafa R/o
House N0-91 Kakrala
Khawaspur Secter-80 Phase-I|
Noida G.B Nagar have changed
my name from Manaaz to
Mainaj for all future purposes.

0071058304-1

I Lokesh S/o Late Naresh Kumar,
R/0 3394, Arya Pura, Subzi
Mandi, Delhi-110007 is also
known as Lokesh Verma. Both
names are of one and the same
person.

0040875815-1

I, SARAJOODDIN S/0
KARIMUDDIN,R/0 3910, FIRST
FLOOR,GALI JAGAT CINEMA
WALI, JAMA MASJID, DELHI-
110006, have changed my name
to SIRAJUDDIN

0040875949-3

I,Saba,W/0-Danish,D/0-MOHD
ZAKRAR,R/0 H.N0.6384, Gali
Jumman, Qasab Pura, Sadar
Bazar,Delhi-110006 have
changed my father nameto
MOHD ZARRAR, for all purpose.

0040875949-7

I, Juveda Bano W/o Makbul R/o-
787, Pragati Marg, Hindon
Vihar, Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Zubeda.

0071058244-1

I, Mukul Goel S/0O Prabhat
Kumar Goel R/0 A-1/123,
Sector-5, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my nameto
Mukull Goel. 0040875956-2

I, Naresh Bhatnagar S/o Prakash
Chandra Bhatnagar R/0-52/1,
Shastri Nagar, Meerut have
changed my nameto Naresh
ChandraBhatnagar.

0071058252-1

I, AMBICA AGARWAL @-AMBIKA
AGARWAL W/0-Kanhaiya Lal
Agarwal, R/0-B13, 163-(FF)
Pharma Apartment, Near
Madhu Vihar Market,
I.P.Extension, Laxmi Nagar,
New Delhi-92, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as AMBICA
AGRAWAL.

0040875895-1

,AMANA KHATOON W/0 MOHD
AYUB, R/0,H.N0.K-115/B, ABUL
FAZAL-ENCLAVE, JAMIA-
NAGAR, NEW DELHI-
110025,have changed my name
to AAMNA.

0040875957-5

I,Neha Bhatia,W/0-Shivam
Soni,R/0-Plot No 110,Second
Floor,Block-B,Kiran Garden,
Uttam Nagar,Delhi-110059,
have changed my name Neha
Soni for all Purposes.

0040875953-5

I, Manisha Dabas W/o Siddarth
Kumar R/0-3/57, Sec-5,
Rajendra Nagar, Ghaziabad
have changed my nameto
Manisha Pawaria.

0071058241-1

I, Chhaya w/0 Alok Kumar R/O C-
4/229 Yamuna Vihar, Yamuna
Vihar, PO: Seelampur Dist:
Seelampur Shahdara Delhi-
110053 have changed the name
of my minor daughter Aradhya
aged 16 years and she shall
hereafter be known as
ARADHYA UPADHYAY.

0040875956-1

I, Megha Rawat D/o Ganesh
Singh Rawat R/o Flat No-IND-
205, Parsvnath Edens Alpha-2,
Greater Noida, Knowledge
Park-l, Dist: Gautam Buddha
Nagar, U.P.-201310, have
changed my name to Mona
Rawat

0071058278-1

I,SHISH PAL @ SHISHU PAL
DHINGRA S/o-Lakhi Ram
Dhingra R/0-1/135, Subhash
Nagar, New Delhi-110027, both
names belong to same person
i.e.myself

0040875944-3

I, MOHAMMED AQILS/O
MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM R/O
1804, 3rd FLOOR, KATRA SHEKH
CHAND LAL KUAN DELHI 110006
HAVE CHANGE MY NAMETO
MOHAMMAD AQIL
PERMANENTLY AS PER MY
DOCUMENTS.

0071058262-1

l,iIndu SharmaS/o Vinod
Prakash R/o A-8 Gail
Apartment, Sector-62,
Noida(U.P) have changed my
name to Indu Prakash for all
future purposes.

0040875867-1

I,AJEET PAL SINGH,S/O- LAL
SINGH,ADDRESS-C 180A,
PALAM VIHAR
EXTN,NASIRABAD
(63),CARTARPURI ALIAS
DAULATPUR, GURGAON,
HARYANA-122017,have
changed my nameto AJITPAL
SINGH

0040875953-8

I,SURESH KUMAR SAINI,S/o-
Phool Singh Saini,R/0-H.No.E-
7C,Near Laxmi Mandir,Laxmi
Park,Nangloi,Nilothi,West
Delhi,Delhi-110041, have
changed my name to SURESH
KUMAR for all future Purposes.

0040875953-4

I, Ishak Khan S/o0 Makbul R/o-
787, Pragati Marg, Hindon
Vihar, Ghaziabad have
changed my nameto
Mohammad Ishaq.

0071058246-1

I,DHANANJAY MAHALIK S/0
KAMALAKANTA MAHALIK
R/0,A-306, Alla-
Mohalla,Tekhand,Okhla
Industrial-Area Phase-l, South-
Delhi, Delhi-110020,have
changed my name from
JANMOJAY MOHANTY to
DHANANJAY MAHALIK.

0040875957-6

I, Makbul Khan S/o Sakur R/o-
787, Pragati Marg, Hindon
Vihar, Ghaziabad have
changed my name to Makbul.

0071058249-1

I, PANKAJ KUMAR JAIN ALIAS
PANKAJ JAIN S/o PRADYUMAN
KUMAR JAIN R/0 A-59 2ND
FLOOR SURAJMAL VIHAR,
SURAJMAL VIHAR, EAST DELHI,
DELHI-110092 have changed my
name to PANKAJ JAIN for all
purposes.

0071058300-1

I, Ritik, S/0 Suresh, R/o0 G-269,
Sector 56, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh -
201301, have changed my name
to Ritik Kumar for all future
purposes.

0040875818-1

I,ANAND AGRAWAL/ANAND
AGARWAL S/o0 Mohan Lal
Aggarwal R/0-14/28,East
Punjabi Bagh Delhi-110026
have changed my name to
ANAND KUMAR AGGARWAL

0040875944-7

I, ATTAR KALI, W/0-RAM
SAWRUP RAWAT Address-
2151/17A/12,NEW PATEL
NAGAR DELHI-110008, have
changed my name to ATARKALI
RAWAT

0040875953-12

,LNAMRA D/O MOHAMMAD
JAVEDR/0O 2112,1STFLOOR
GALI PEER JIWALI, RODGRAN,
LAL KUAN CHANDNICHOWK
DELHI 110006 HAVE CHANGE
MY NAME TO NAMRA JAVED
PERMANENTLY AS PER MY
DOCUMENTS.

0071058264-1

I,Karna,S/0 Ashok Kumar, R/O
House No 130,Ground Floor
Sector 5,Vaishali,
Ghaziabad,Uttar-Pradesh
201010,have to changed my
name to Karna Choudhary,for
all future purpose.

0040875949-4

1,Shimmi Khan,W/0-Zafar Khan
Fa,R/0 A-302, Ward No-19,
Noulakha, Farrukhabad, Uttar
Pradesh-209625,Have Changed
My Name To SIMMI BEGAM.
Permanently.

0040875957-2

I, Deepak khatri S/o Sh.Ajit
Singh Khatri R/0 House.no.80,
Singhola, Delhi-110040. That, |
have changed my name from
Deepak to Deepak Khatri forall
purposes.

0071058276-1

I,SONU RASTOGI S/0 ASHOK
RASTTOGI R/0B-1038/1,BLOCK
B SHASTRINAGAR,ASHOK
VIHAR DELHI-110052,HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO SONU
RASTTOGI.

0040875944-4

I, SWAREENA VIJAY VIKRAM
SINGH, W/0 Akhil Sirohi, R/o
3237, B-4, Vasant Kunj, Delhi-
110070, have changed my name
to SWAREENA SIROHI, for all
future purposes.

0040875953-9

I, Meenakshi, W/o Suresh, R/o0 G-
269, Sector 56, Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh -
201301, have changed my name
to Meenakshi Devi for all future
purposes.

0040875818-2

I,Shafiq Ali R/0 D-205/10, New
Ashok Nagar, Vasundhara
Enclave, East Delhi-96, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Fareen Naaz to
Farhan Ali for all future
purposes. 0040875867-2

I,Rakhi Dager W/o Bhimender
Singh R/0302,Utsarg CGHS,Plot
26, Sector 65, Faridabad have
changed my name to Rakhi
after-marriage.

0040875944-10

I, Saleem Ahmed S/o Multan
Ahmed R/0 438G, Sadhbhavana
Apartment, Sector-5, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, UP-201010, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from ZOYA to ZOYA
AHMED for all purposes.

0071058257-1

I, KANHAIYA LAL AGARWAL S/o-
Damodar Prasad Agrawal, R/0-
221,Second Floor, Prakash
Mohalla, Garhi, East of Kailash,
New Delhi-65, have changed
my name and shall hereafter
be known as KANHAIYA LAL
AGRAWAL

0040875895-2

I,LRAJESH JAIN,S/O-BALBIR
SINGH JAIN,R/0O-H.NO.102, 3RD-
FLOOR GATE NO.6 MAIN
GAGAN-VIHAR,KRISHNA
NAGAR DELHI-110051, have
changed my name to,RAJESH
KUMAR JAIN, S/O BALBIR SINGH
JAIN for all future Purposes.

0040875949-5

I, Siddhi D/o Nitin Asati, resident
of 1-202, Prateek Wisteria,
Sector-77,Noida, Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201301, have changed my name
from Siddhi to Siddhi Asati.
Henceforth, I shall be known
and identified as Siddhi Asati
forall purposes, records and
documents.

0071058230-1

LOST & FOUND

I, Rajender Sadhu, S/o Pushkar
Nath Sadhu, R/0 A-403, Jeevan
Ashray Apartments, Sector-62,
Noida, hereby inform that |
have lost Page Nos. 1,2 & 3 of
my Lease Deed dated
16.03.2011, pertaining to A-403,
Plot No. C-58/8, Jeevan Ashray
Apartments, Sector-62, Noida,
U.P. Anyone finding contact me
at9810531003.

0071058291-1

I, Saleem Ahmed S/o0 Multan
Ahmed R/0 438G, Sadhbhavana
Apartment, Sector-5, Vaishali,
Ghaziabad, UP-201010, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from ZARA to ZARA
AHMED for all purposes.

0071058248-1

| AMARJEET W/O BALRAM
JUNEJA R/O HOUSE NO.4349,
SECTOR-3,BALLABGARH,
FARIDABAD 121004(H.R.) HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME AMARJEET
TO AMARJEET JUNEJAFORALL
FUTURE PURPOSES

0071058303-1

I,Bhawna Dhall W/o Amit Dhall
R/o Villa4423,Kalindi Hills,
Achievers Builder, Sector-
49,Faridabad have changed my
name to Bhawna Sarwal.

0040875944-9

I,Govind Singh Negi S/o Chinta
Singh Negi R/0 C2/342 Block-
C2,AyaNagar Phase IV,New
Delhi-110047,have changed my
name from Govind Singh to
Govind Singh Negi for all future
purposes.

0040875944-8

I,Babita Devi,W/0 Dharamvir
Singh,R/0-House N0.945,Gali
No0.20, Village Libashpur, Samai
Pur, Delhi-110042, have
changed my nameto Babita
permanently.

0040875949-1

I,Sushma W/o Mohan Lal Arora
R/0137A, DDA Flats, Gulabi
Bagh, Delhi-110007 have
changed my name to Sushma
Arora.

0040875953-1

ILNoori W/o Sh. Vikas Jaiswal R/o
WZ-208, Tihar Village, N.D.18
have changed my nameto
RUBY, for all purposes.

0040875957-3

I, Gursimran Boora Kumar w/0
Deepanshu Kumar r/o B-402,
Prerna Apartment, Plot No.-33,
Sector-10, Dwarka, Delhi have
changed the name of my minor
daughter Gurbani Kumar
Kashyap, aged 4 months and
she shall hereafter be known
as GURBANI KASHYAP.

0040875814-1

I, Anwar Hussain@Mohd
Anwar,S/0 Late Istiyaq
Ahmad,R/0 Kh.No.-38/9,Gali
No.-4,Sangam Vihar,
Wazirabad, Delhi-110084, my
passport No.-F5965129 has
beenlost somewhere.

0040875944-11

I, Vijlay Kumar Handa, S/o Late
Sh. ShivNath Handa, R/o WZ-
72,J)-2,GaliNo. 3,Beri Wala
Bagh, Hari Nagar, New Delhi-
110064, hereby inform the
general public that | have
lost/misplaced the original
Property Registry and all other
related documents pertaining
to Property No. WZ-64, J-23,
Gali No. 3, Beri Wala Bagh, Hari
Nagar, New Delhi-110064. In
thisregard, anonline Lost
Report bearing L.R. No.
551399/26 dated 19.08.2026 has
beenregistered. If anyone
finds the aforesaid original
documents, they are requested
to contact me atthe above-
mentioned address.

0040875815-2

I, Ajeet Singh S/0 Sh.Neki Ram
R/o House no.80, Singhola post
office Tikri khurd, Delhi-110040.
That, | have changed my name
from Ajeet to Ajeet Singh for all
purposes. 0071058280-1

I,Rahul,S/0-Umed Singh,R/0-
D4/29,Gali No. 22,Kunwar Singh
Nagar, Nangloi, Delhi-110041
have changed my nameto
Rahul Tekchand.

0040875957-1

I,RAJESH SHARMA,S/O CHUNI
LALSHARMA,R/O 624/7
SARWAR MOHALLA NEAR
JAGANNATH MANDIR
S.D.COLLEGE-ROAD,PANIPAT
HARYANA-132103.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO RAJESH
KUMAR.

0040875953-10

I,SAMAR JHAN,W/O
SIRAJUDDIN,R/O 3910,FIRST
FLOOR, GALI JAGAT CINEMA
WALLI, JAMA MASJID, DELHI-
110006, have changed my
nameto SAMAR JAHAN

0040875949-2

I, Charvi D/O Mukesh Kumar R/O
224-225, Block G, Pocket 20,
Sector-7,Rohini, Delhi-110085,
have changed my name to
Charvi Manuja.

0040875956-4

I, Yamini D/o Anil Kumar R/0
House No -71, Pocket-8, Sector
22 Rohini, Begumpur, North
West Delhi, Delhi-110086 have
changed my name to Mehak
Anil Kumar. 0071058272-1

PUBLIC NOTICE
{The Ganeral Public: i5 hereby nfarmed

fenat Wi Anamd Mumar Blo Sh Bapat Ram
.:Fh"il Flat Mg 102, Plot Mo B-11, Samral
ICGHS, Vagudhars Enclave, Dallupina
;DENI -1100%€ had earlier published a
fpublic motlcel advertis-emanl Indian
[Express & Jansatta dated 18 Novambser
(022 regarding the discwnmant of thiir
mon Mr.Rohil Mumar and hereby
[declare that they have now amicabéy
esolved thelr differences and
frecansdlod, Therafors, thie aforesald
ratostadvart-sament of dsawnmnt
I5 haraby withdrewn, cancelbed and
Ehall be treated as null and yedd with
limmadiate sttact

Bhawna Jakhetia, Advocate, Enrl.
‘No. D/4471/2014; Laxmi Ngr, Delhi -92

PUBLIC NOTICE

The general public is hereby notified that my
client Sh. Sukhbir Singh Dabas S/o Late Sh.
Hoshyar Singh, Rajbala W/O Sukhbir Singh R/o
H.No. 196, Chowk wali Gali, Village, Punjab
Khor, North west Delhi, Delhi-110081 both has
disowned their son, Daughter in law and their
Children Yaman S/O Satish and Jyoti D/O Satish,
Sh. Satish S/O Sukhbir Sing Dabas, Poonam W/O

Satish and their Children, due to their misconduct,

Disobedience and disrespectful behaviour. They

has no right to his movable or immovable

properties. My client and his family have severed

all ties and are not responsible for their actions or

obligations. Any engagement with Sh. Satish S/o

Sh. Sukhbir Singh Dabas and Ms. Poonam W/O

Satish, Yaman S/O Satish, Jyoti D/O Satish is at
the public's own risk.

Sd/-

Aarti Vohra Sahni (Advocate)

Ch. No. 230, Rohini Court Complex,

New Delhi-85

epaper.indianexpréss.cﬂm .. .

PUBLIC NOTICE

This inform the general public that,
property standing in the name of (1) Ms.
Seerat Kaur D/o Sh. Gunjeet Singh R/o
J-301, Palam Vihar, Choma, (2) Ms. Tavgun
Kohli D/o Sh. Paramdeep Singh Kohli R/o
C-1/4, Model Town, Part-III, Delhi, Page
No. 6 of Agreement to Sell Vide Regd. No.
4555 in addl. Book No. I, Vol. No. 5880,
Pages 74 to 76, Dated 16.05.2011 has been
lost, FIR of the said document has been
lodge Dated 31.08.2026, if anyone found
the aforesaid documents. kindly inform to
the undersigned within 10 days from the
date of issue of this notice.
Detail of property: DDA BUILT UP LIG
FLAT NO. 385, ON GROUND FLOOR,
POCKET-13, SITUATED AT DWARKA,
PHASE-1, NEW DELHI.
Sd/-
SUBHASH GUPTA (Advocate)|
Enrl. No. D-446/2002
125, FIRST FLOOR, ANAND NAGAR
INDERLOK, DELHI-110035

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public at large informed that my clients Sh.
Naresh Kumar S/o Late Sh. Ram Kishan &
Smt. Santosh W/o Sh. Naresh Kumar both
are residing at Gali No. 15 B, Swatantra
Nagar, Narela, Delhi-110040 has debarred
and disowned their son namely Sh. Pankaj
Kumar and his wife Smt. Shivani and their
Son Master Riyansh from their all movable
and immovable properties and all
relationship due to their disrespectful
behavior and also severed all their relation
with them. If anybody deals with them in
any manner, he/she shall do so at his/her own
risk, costs and consequences. My clients will
not in any manner be liable and responsible
in future for their act and deed.

Sd/-

Chandra Shekhar

Advocate

Chamber.: 430, CIVIL SIDE,
TIS HAZARI COURT,

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public is hereby informed that my client
Mrs Veenam Nandal w/o Sh Pradeep
Nandal & Mrs Saroj Aggarwal s/o Shripal
Aggarwal Co-Owners of equal proportions
of Free hold rights in Residential Plot no 41
Block-E measuring 776 Sq. Meter situated
in the lay out plan of Sushant Lok, Phase-11,
Tehsil Wazirabad, Gurugram, Haryana have
lost original title deeds w.r.t above said
Property i.e. Sale deed dated 21/11/1995
registered as document no 4191 with Sub
Registrar-Sohna, Sale deed dated 16/4/2012
registered as document no 374 with Sub
Registrar-Sohna,  Sale  deed  dated
25/03/2013 registered as document no 6924
with Sub Registrar-Sohna, Sale deed dated
30/07/2021 registered as document no 5190
with Sub Registrar-Wazirabad, Gurugram,
Sale Deed dated 06/06/2024 registered as
document no 4536 with Sub Registrar-
Wazirabad Gurugram & Sale deed dated
04/03/2025 registered as document no
22684 with Sub Registrar-Wazirabad
Gurugram. Due intimation to this effect has

PUBLIC MOTICE

Pubiac ai kange b herelry infonmed Bl mep ciand Sarl|
Mearkr Bhurki whla of Shel 5. Bhalia resider] of B-
¥4, Lobsal agar: 1, Deinkl1D0M 15 the oener of
S Second Poonwith mezmiees Mooy without
Fool Rlgrs a pat of Builap Frohold Fropody
Searng Me b0 oras measunng 3K soopds, Blook:!
. Hied i e lrpoul plan of Wy Hesderis
Sohame tncam p Ashok \Whar, Prasl, Cel

e wih e proprtonale (0] undeidad
shate of freehod nighls of e terd ordamee. by
b ol las and sl ragaiased Vel caded TIL20 15
3! ol gt el Sudesh Kiohel wiie oiLaks She
Fiamndar Kyman Kbl jweg s agred Tae penare
yrianding bo covsnet or well e spid propety andl

fiawp pb BE wmiyies] documenis oand  physe)
ipoasagaion ol e ssd propery. 0w plalsd by e
e said terer Bl §Be |8 Be ade pnd pleahuie
arater O e asd properly and e asmes & b Fgnipl!

TR I et l'.':-.‘g-.ﬂ!',' vekkeg a%s gl
il (e clae: o gy fed s st boeresowdt el
A [ripmdly ey SRR e undeiigred

b |..’:I'|-Il|_r-| S P oo of T Pl pulibcalion
i) W ch ey B bl Son [ ] Pty e
Ny st of Tl andai i Fges and birg il
AR P £ 18 Wil e e Rl el i v

WIKOD XUNAR EHERDWER] (hshecili||
ﬂ_|51_l_|_|;| [?-'ﬁi!'ﬂ'ﬁ Belhy

DELHI-110054

been given to Local Police, Anybody acting
upon and dealing in the said Property on the

basis of lost documents shall do so at his /
her own risk and consequences. The above

L, Callor
(O WhatsApp

9717006820

to advertise
T ERIE

page
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said deeds are required to complete the

chain of the property, Finder may contact
the undersigned.

Sd/-

Apoorv Jasra

Advocate

Ch. No. T-52, Tehsil Building Complex

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi-54

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.
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Road Construction Department
Office of the Executive Engineer
Vaishali Road Division Hajipur,
e-mail:- eercdhajipur@gmail.com
MBD BASED DETAILED SHORT NOTICE INVITING RE-E-TENDER

(Through e-procurement mode only https://eproc2.bihar.gowvin)
NIT No.-07/RCD/Hajipur/2026-27/0OPRMC-IIl PACKAGE NO-27C

The Executive Engineer,

1. Designation and Address of the Advertiser Vaishali Road Division Hajipur,
Road Construction Department, Bihar
2, Date of Issue of Notice Inviting Tender Date: 01,/09/2026
) Fram 09/09/2026t016/09/2026up-to 15:00 hrs.
. Period F | T i Y : :
: St Pab Bownloald of TenderDocimen (From Website: https://eproc2. bihar.govin ) only
Date: 11/058/2026, at 11:00 hrs.
4, Date, Time & Piace of Pre-Bid Meeting Stes 100 1 i

CE North

Last Date & Time for Uploading Tender Document by

Bidder

16/09/2026Upta 15:00 hrs.,
on Website: (https:/feproc2.bihar.gowin ) Only,

Date, Time & Place of Opening of Technical Bid (By the
b. office of the Executive Engineer, Vaishali Road
DivisionHajipur, RCD, Bihar)

Date, Time & Place of opening of

Financial Bid

Date- 16/09/2026 at 15:30 hrs.
On Wehsite: https://eproc2.bihar.gov.in

To be announced by the Office of the Executive Engineer,
VaishaliRoadDivisionHajipur, RCD, Bihar after approval of Technical
Bid by Competent Authority, [on Website
https://eproc2.bihar.gowin

road limnits;

9. Details of works:

8. TheExecutive Engineer, Vaishali Road DivisionHajipur, Road Construction Department, Bihar on behalf of Governor of Bihar invites bids for
the works detalled below:
Project Scope & Duration:
To undertake Ordinary Malntenanca Warks, [nitial Rectification Works, Periodic Maintenance Warks including re-application of Road Marking,
Minor Improvement Works including Strengthening Works and Emergency & Contingent Works on Roads under the Package/s, for total length
of as described im %, Mo 9 below.,
The Maintenance Works shall also include the Cross Drainage Works, Minor Works on Culverts and Roadside Maintenance within the selected

Ordinary Maintenance Works and Services shall be carried out under Dutput &Performance-Based Road Assets Maintenance Works ona lump
surm basisand shall be paidmonthly.
Initial Rectification Waorks and Periodic Maintenance Waorks including re-application of Road Marking shall be paid on measured quantity o
thewvalue ofthe lump sumin km.
Minor Improvement Works including Strengthening Works, Emergency and Contingent Works shall be paid on the basis of actual executed
gquantities of the items
This Contract requiresthe specialized maintenanceeguipment and the-contract obligations is for a pericd of 7 years (24 months).

1 2 | 3 4 5 b 7 B 9
Serial / District/R Mame of Roads Length Cost of BOO Bid Estimated Earnest Mame of the
Package oad [Kmis) {Td be paid Frocessing Cost Value Maney/ Bid Hfice where

Mo, Division through Fea {ECW) I Security in the Original
online mode) {To be paid IMR Lakh IMR Lakk Instrument of
[ Mon- through EMD, If paid
Refundable) online mode) offline in form
{im INR) {Mon- of BG has to be
Refundable) submitted
{in INR]
OPRMC-1il, PACKAGE NO-27C
e OPERATIONAL
5 ! Hajlpﬁr Pahua 43.280
~ 2 c Tajpur Road " e
= : a '‘Bahuara Patepur 11.600 -g g E E_
E = 'F: = . Sukki Road . <X @ 4-3 ; um‘ g ;E‘
E :..E.J. = i sSondho Ponjha 13.000 § o & : oL =
2 E E-‘ E Relwarghat Road = § % L ﬂ £ 9
— - Chaksikandar 14.475 "3 o ; = A
o 28 Kariho Chour 2 — s E
r E Mirza Nagar
Mahua Road
Muzaffarpur 14913
Mahua Road
'‘Mahuza Bakhridua 16.550
Derua Chowk
road
Bahwara Chowk to 14,475
Harprasad (at NH-
103) via Musapur
road
Mahua Patepur $.B75%
Bardiha to
Ramouli Road via
Mawdah,Patepur
Rasulpur Chowk to 10.130
Hazanzarai [at NH-
28) Road wia
Chandpurapul
_Bharthipur
hangru Chowk to 3.950
Chhatwara Road
via Gaddopur
'Senduari 3.500
Vasudewvpur
Chaputa
Dhobghatti Road
Suresh Chiowh 12.00
Dabhalch Sukki
Laraiya ghat mehsi
chowk Sujawalpur
(NH-28) Road
Bajitpur Chande d.000
harul Road
Chiknauta 3,500
Bhartipur Patepur
Road
Bajitpur Mirpur 6,350
Patepur Road
TOTAL KM 181.598
NOTIONAL
Umtaha to Kushar 3,800
Road [Mahua
Byepass Road)
Goraul Sondho 12.660
Fathnamal Road
TOTAL KM 22.46 I

PR. No. 010929 (RCD} 2026-27

10. Period of Contract: 84 Months
11. Date, Time &Place of Dpening of Financlal Bid: to be notifled after Technical Bid Evaluationon Website:hitpseproc? biliar govin
idj The estimated cost mayincrease or decrease and accordingly Earnest Money may changa.
12 Corrigendum,/Addendum, if any will be published an the hitps: Yeproc2 - bihar gov.m

For further details please visit | www.state bihargov.in/prdbihar

New Delhi

Executive Engineer

Vaishali Road Division, Hajipur
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Cold pains after
chemo: The ‘brain
circuit’ causing it

Arnav Chandrasekhar
Bengaluru, September 2

ATEAM ofresearchers from the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), Bengaluru, and Kolkata-based institute
TCG-CREST have identified the “brain circuit” that
involves the sensations associated with a certain side ef-
fect of chemotherapy known as “cold allodynia”. The dis-
covery was published in the reputed journal Cell Reports.

Cold allodynia

Cold allodyniais a condition in which the sufferer
may feel pain or distress from even a regular level of cold
temperatures. Itis one of the side effects that are part of
“chemotherapy-induced peripheral neuropathy”, which
includes many chemotherapy-induced neural side
effects such as temperature sensitivity, a feeling of pins
and needles, or pain etc.

Cold allodynia specifically is known to be one of the
side effects of oxaliplatin, acommonly used chemother-
apy drugthat contains platinum.

Science of deduction

IISc Professor Arnab Barik, one of the study’s co-
authors, told The Indian Express that cold allodyniais a
very specific side effect wherein apart from damage to
the nerve endings, thereis
asensitivity to cold but
notto heat. Whileitis
most commonly a side ef-
fect of platinum-based
chemotherapy drugs, it
can alsobe down toviral
infections, injuries, or dia-
betes. He also said that
while the damage to nerve
endings could heal, the

CHEMORISKS

® Chemotherapy isadrug treat-
ment that uses powerful chemi-
calstokill fast-growing cellsin
your body, most often used to
treat cancer.

® Although effective intreating
cancer, it also carries arisk of

side effects: somearemildand  cause could persist and
treatable, while others can resultin chronic pain.
cause serious complications. The cause of cold

allodynia was tested using
mice. “What we have
foundisthat thereisa ‘circuitry’ that changes after you
expose the mice to chemotherapy. Even after you stop
the chemotherapy and everything has healed, the pain
stays. That is reflected in some changes in the brain that
do not come back to normal easily,” Barik said. “We
traced the neural circuits in the affected part and how
they reach the brain. We found that the connection be-
tween the lateral parabrachial nucleus and parafascicu-
lar region of the thalamus — it specifically changes after
chemotherapy,” he added.

Thelateral parabrachial nucleus refers to a group of
nerve cellsin the upper brainstem that processes pain,
taste, breathing, and body fluid signals, whereas the para-
fascicular region of the thalamus refers to a key group of
nerve cells located within the brain’s thalamus that plays
acritical role in both motor control and pain regulation.

Future plans

In this case, the experimentation on laboratory mice
wasinvasive in nature, and cannot be carried out on hu-
mans. Barik said: “In the long term, we are looking at how
to fix the issue pharmacologically, and then test thatin
mice. That could be much easier to translate to humans.”

“We are trying to understand better whether this find-
ingis specific to chemo pain or can be extended to other
forms such as from injuries. We are testing those, and the
ideaistotry and reverse that —thatis the plan for the
next five years or so,” he added.

(J) Drishti IAS (@

Raksha Bandhan

SPE[:IA'I' DFFEH Female Students

Offer: 25 August to 5 September 2026

@ Wisat Your Meanast Drishli S Candre

Flat Scholarship

u_ on Oifikne T
2 ]/E: Course for

HarlBagh | MHoda | Prayegs| | Jeissr | Luckrsw | bdom | Recck Paina | Agra || DBona

L callu: 8750187501

& drishhill&E com

.t‘ﬁ | .-l‘ﬁx

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR

THE UNION Consumer Affairs Ministry on
August 27 notified new rules that make In-
dian Standard Time (IST) the legally en-
forceable reference for official and com-
mercial use. The Legal Metrology (Indian
Standard Time) Rules, 2026, require time-
dependent systems in government and
critical sectors to use a “traceable” and
authorised IST reference within 180 days,
rather than a random clock.

But India has already followed IST for
decades. Why were the new rules needed
and what changes with them?

People obtain time from many sources,
often indirectly from GPS. A telecom pro-
vider provides the time maintained in its
data centre, but there may be a lag of sec-
onds or even minutes as people and organ-
isations refer to different sources. “Itislike
each person establishing their own starting
point; you then cannot properly compare
events or measurements,” said Poonam
Arora, Head of the Time & Frequency Me-
trology Division at the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research-National Physical
Laboratory (CSIR-NPL).

What do the new rules do?

India’s Department of Legal Metrology
enforces physical measurements in the
country. Inspectors can check the gauges
atapetrol pump or verify the weights used
by an establishment. They did not have an
equivalent capability for time — until now.

The newrules give time a legal status by
calling for “traceability”. In the context of
these rules, traceability means showing
that a clock or time source is ultimately
linked to IST maintained by NPL — which
will establish thatit’s accurate. Traceability
can be established through different tech-
nologies, as we will explain further on, but
with varying levels of precision.

The broader purpose of the new rules, is
tomakeIST the country’scommon time ref-
erence for commercial and other purposes.
“This can improve cybersecurity, reduce
crime and make critical infrastructure more

e LEGAL

e WHY ATOMIC CLOCKS AREUSED TOMEASURE TIME

Every clockinthe world needs an
oscillator to keep time — beita
quartzcrystal or apendulum.

Quartzcrystals vibrate at a precise
frequency when voltage is applied
tothem. The vibrations of the
crystal act like the pendulum of a
grandfather clock, ticking off how
much time has passed. But they
candrift over time.

Eventhe best-performing quartz
oscillators can be off by a nanose-
cond (one billionth of a second)
after an hour. After six weeks, they
may be off by a full millisecond (one
thousandth of a second).

Thatwould have a huge impact on,
say, measuring the position of a
fast-moving spacecraft.

Thisis where atomic clocks comein.
As the name suggests, they effec-
tively use atoms as oscillators.

Though there are different types of
atomic clocks, the following is the
basic premise they operate on.

When electromagnetic radiation of a
specific frequency is applied toan

atom, it can cause the atom to switch
between energy levels.

The world’s first caesium atomic clock, developed at UK National Physical
Laboratory in 1955. wiKIMEDIA COMMONS

| Anelectronic counter can keeptrack
of these transitions, which happen at
an extremely precise frequency.

Time can then be calculated by
tracking this frequency. Countries
across the world use advanced
atomic clocks to measure time.

resilient,” Arora told The Indian Express.

Who maintains time in the country?
The CSIR-NPL is mandated to maintain
the country’s scientific standards, such as
mass and volume. Maintaining and “dis-
seminating” IST is also part of its mandate.
A bank of extremely precise atomic
clocks helps NPL maintain the country’s
time within a few nanoseconds of the inter-
national reference, Coordinated Universal
Time. According to the NPL website, these
clocks are so accurate that they would lose
or gain one second in about three lakh years.

How is time ‘disseminated’?

Dissemination of time essentially refers
to the transmission of the standard time
maintained by the NPL to external users
and systems. There are different methods,
with varying accuracy.

Your phone, for instance, shows you
time indirectly derived from GPS.

The most common and accessible
method — essentially how your computer
shows you time —is a Network Time Proto-
col server. Network protocols synchronise
the clocks of computers and devices over a
network. The default server may be abroad,

Keeping
trackof
time
Aunified time
source helps to
coordinate
systems across
multiple sectors

— from banks to
telcos to defence.

Financial
markets already
operate under
precise clock
synchronisation
requirements.

soitisnotdirectly providing you the IST.
For more demanding applications, sat-
ellite links are used for highly precise time
transfer. Given itsimportance, ISRO hasto
be traceable to the IST within nanoseconds.
Some Regional Reference Standards
Laboratories (RRSL) now maintain second-
arytimescalestraceable toIST, allowingthe
time standard to be disseminated from
multiple locations, said Arora. In July 2026,
the Union Consumer Affairs Ministry com-
missioned a White Rabbit Technology-based
IST Dissemination Demonstration Network
atthe RRSLinBengaluru. White Rabbitisan
open-source networking technology de-
signed to synchronise computer clocks over
fibre-optic networks. Simply put, it sends a
timingsignal through a fibre-optic cableand
measures how longthe signal takes toreach
another computer. Because that travel time
canvary slightly, White Rabbit measuresthe
delay and adjustsforit, allowing clocks in dif-
ferent locations to stay synchronised.

Who needs precise synchronisation?
Systems across multiple organisations
— banks, telecommunications, power
grids and even defence systems — need to
coordinate. A unified time source helps es-

tablish the sequence of events, coordinate
activities across locations and reconstruct
failures, transactions or cyber incidents.

“At the very least, an organisation
should be able to show that its systems are
synchronised with IST,” Arora said.

The requirement is not only about dis-
play. There must alsobe synchronisation, so
that the secondsstart at the same time across
applications and sectors. Financial markets
already operate under precise clock-syn-
chronisation requirements. Since 2013, SEBI
hasdirected stockexchanges to synchronise
their system clocks with atomic clocks before
the start of the market so that their clocks
have precision of at least one microsecond
and accuracy of at least +/- one millisecond.

This precision matters because finan-
cial systems can generate and process
orders in fractions of a second. Accurate
timestamps help establish the sequencein
which orders and trades happened and can
be important when regulators investigate
unusual activity or disputes.

What changes for you?

Very little changes for the ordinary user.
Arora noted that such changes would travel
downstream as service providers comply
with the rules, meaning the time supplied
automatically to your device would be
traceable to IST. “Unless you have a busi-
ness, you are unlikely to face any immedi-
ate requirement. But accurate time can
matter ifinvestigators or acourt need tore-
construct events, forexamplein afraudin-
vestigation,” Arora said.

Why is India now pushing for
domestic timing infrastructure?

The push for IST uniformity comes along
with India’s efforts to reduce reliance on ex-
ternal satellite navigation systems and their
timingsignals. Arora noted that most people
currently obtain time through GPS, which
the US owns and controls. A decision by the
UStodegrade or deny access to its services,
asitdid toIndia during the Kargil War, could
pose a problem. That episode pushed India
tobuild the Indian Regional Navigation Sat-
ellite System or NavIC, providing regional
satellite-navigation coverage over India.
Alongside this, terrestrial systems such as
White Rabbit can distribute IST over fibre-
optic networks. Together, these give India
more than one domestic route to provide
precise time to critical infrastructure.

Can Al claim copyright for original work? A question of authorship

Amaal Sheikh
New Delhi, September 2

CAN SOMETHING created by artificial in-
telligence (AI) be copyrighted? India’s
Copyright Office answered this on Monday,
rejecting an application filed by American
computer scientist Stephen Thaler seeking
copyright registration for an artwork gen-
erated by his Al system, DABUS. The order
is among the first decisions to address the
question: ifan Al system generates a work,
who, if anyone, is its author?

The case

The case pertained to an artworKk titled
‘A Recent Entrance to Paradise’. In 2022,
Thaler applied to register copyright in the
work. According to him, the artwork had
been generated autonomously by DABUS,
or “Device for the Autonomous Bootstrap-
ping of Unified Sentience”, an Al system
that he had developed.

The application identified DABUS as
the author and Thaler as the owner of the
copyright.

The Copyright Office objected: it asked
whether an Al system could legally be rec-
ognised as an author under the Copyright
Act, 1957. It also asked who should be
treated as the author if the work wasindeed

generated using Al. During the proceed-
ings, the Office allowed Thaler to amend
the application and identify himself as the
author. He declined and continued to insist
that DABUS be recognised instead.

What the law says

The Copyright Act answers three separ-
ate questions: whether a work is original,
who its author is, and who owns the copy-
right. The first question comes from Sec-
tion 13, which protects original literary, dra-
matic, musical and artistic works. Since the
Actdoes not define “originality”, the Copy-
right Office interprets it from Eastern Book
Company v. D.B. Modak, where the Su-
preme Court held that awork does not have
to be novel or groundbreaking to receive
copyright protection. It must, however,
show at least aminimum degree of creativ-
ity and cannot merely be copied or mech-
anically reproduced.

On the question of authorship, Section
2(d)(vi) identifies an author of computer-
generated works as “the person who causes
theworktobe created”. In the present case,
the dispute was over the phrase’s meaning.
Thaler argued that DABUS, having gener-
ated the artwork, should be recognised as
its author. The Copyright Office had to de-
cide whether the provision refers to the ma-

Houserules

® The order leaves
open the possibility
of afuture applica-
tion thatidentifies
the author under the
Copyright Act.

® [talso states that
any broader change
in the law would have
to come from Parlia-
ment.

chine producing the output or the person
creating and operating that system.

Section 17 states that the author is gen-
erally the first owner of the copyright,
whereas Sections 18 and 19 allow copyright
to be assigned or transferred through
legally recognised agreements.

The Office noted that these provisions
are built around legal persons who can hold
rights, transfer them and enforce them.
Thatwasimportant in deciding whether an
Al system could be treated as an author.

What Copyright Office decided

On originality, the Office found that the
image generated by the Al was original
enough to qualify for copyright protection.

On authorship, the Office said that the
Act treats authorship as a legal status that
carries rights and responsibilities. An Al
system, however sophisticated, does not
presently possess such legal recognition
under Indian law.

To interpret who “causes” a computer-
generated work to be created, the Office
looked into American copyright cases that
distinguished between a tool and the per-
son handling it. The Office said that al-
though DABUS generated the final image,
it did so within a system designed and set
inmotion by Thaler. DABUS was treated as

a tool through which the work was gener-
ated, while Thaler was the person who
legally “caused” it to be created.

Itsaid that, when an Act refersto a “per-
son”, it often refers to a natural person or a
juristic person, like a company, that has a
legal personality. Such entities are capable
of owning property, enteringinto contracts,
etc, and since DABUS is not a recognised
juristic person, Stephen L. Thaler was “the
legally recognised person who caused the
particular work to be created and is there-
fore the person capable of being identified
asits statutory author.” So, the application
did not meet the criteria under the Act.

The Office also rejected a fallback re-
quest torecord DABUS as the technological
generator, saying that the register couldn’t
be used to indirectly confer legal status on
an Al system and that no proper applica-
tion seeking such an entry had been made.

The order leaves open the possibility of a
future application that identifies the author
under the Copyright Act. It also states that
any broader changein thelawwould haveto
come from Parliament. “Whether legal per-
sonhood or authorship should ever be ex-
tended to autonomousartificial intelligence
remains a policy decision strictly reserved
for Parliament, and cannot be introduced via
administrative reinterpretation,” it said.

® NEPAL DISASTER

Fragile ecology, competing interests: The red flags in building Himalayan dams

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, September 2

THE GLACIER collapse near the China-
Tibet border has triggered devastating
floods in Nepal that have killed over 1,100
people, with thousands still missing. This
has led experts to reiterate concerns about
recent human-made changes amid quickly
changing climatic conditions.

Y Nithiyanandam, a professor and the
head of the Geospatial Programme at The
Takshashila Institution, Bengaluru, told
The Indian Express: “The Himalayas are a
naturally fragile mountain system, already
prone to earthquakes, landslides, ava-
lanches and flash floods. What climate
change may be doing is increasing the
underlying vulnerability.”

Thegeology

The Himalayan topography includes
lakes formed by melting glaciers, fast-flow-
ingriversand steep slopes. They dotaregion
highly vulnerable to strong earthquakes and

disproportionately affected by climate
change. Temperature changesaffect the pace
and frequency of natural processes: this in-
cludesthe melting and thawing of snow, and
glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs) or when
water collected from melting glaciers over-
flows. Nithiyanandam said that whilelinking
any one disaster directly to climate change
still needs more scientific assessment, the
overall risk appears to be increasing.

Mirza Zulfiqur Rahman, aresearcher on
the Brahmaputra river basin, told The In-
dian Express that in this particular flood,
aspects including infrastructure build-up
and high tourist footfall have compounded
the disaster’s toll.

The build-up

Dams and reservoirs can regulate the
flow of water and provide wider access to
services for people living in remote regions.

But they also increase vulnerability. In
the recent floods, 13 hydropower plants, in-
cluding several under-construction pro-
jects, were affected, denting power gener-

ation capacity and access. Rahman said,
“Building a dam also shakes up the geology
of the area and makes it much more prone
to earthquakes. Alot of drilling and alot of
tunnelling is happening in order to build
more... ultimately, the Himalayas are going
to be its biggest casualty.”

Nithiyanandam said that hydropower
development across the Himalayas is now
extensive. “One recent study identified at
least 193 dams built or planned across the
wider Tibetan region since 2000, while a
Nepal hydropower database lists more than
570 projects at different stages,” he said.

Chinais often seen as aleader in instal-
ling infrastructure projects, including the
massive under-construction dam on the
Yarlung Tsangporiver (the upper course of
the Brahmaputra) near Arunachal Pradesh,
but others are catching up.

“Chinese infrastructure building in Tibet
isof concern. Obviously, China alsolooks at
itsinfrastructure building in Tibet in a very
different manner, as sovereignty markers
over Tibet. India, Nepal, and Bhutan have

also responded to it... with their own set of
dams. India is also helping Bhutan build a
series of hydropower dams, making this part
of alarger geopolitical game, signallingand
counter-signalling,” Rahman said.

In July, Chinese researchers flagged an
active fault line (a fracture between two
blocks of rock) directly beneath the Yarlung
Tsangpo mega-dam.

The gap

Asdisasterriskrises, so could the scale of
devastation. But experts flag continued lack
of adequate communication among Hima-
layan nations, which could help mitigation
and planning. Rahman said, “There has not
been substantial cooperation between China
and Nepal or China and India in terms of
how we really manage the ecosystem.”

Some disasters in the 2000s prompted
a memorandum of understanding be-
tween Indiaand Chinain2002, with an ex-
pert-level mechanism on transboundary
rivers created in 2005. “Such mechanisms
also have to be expanded to include other

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

aspects such as GLOFs,” Rahman added.
Nithiyanandam said the key difference
was transparency: “Nepal officially pub-
lishes fairly detailed project and licensing
information, whereas in China project-level
information is available but remains scat-
tered across different official documents
and announcementsrather than through a
comparable consolidated public database.”
Gaps in information and data-sharing
between countries can complicate early
warning for hazards originating across the
border. “There is no clearly established
public system between China and Nepal for
continuous, real-time sharing of upstream
river flow, reservoir operations or glacial-
lake conditions from Tibet,” he added.
Stronger transboundary cooperation
would necessarily include continuous
sharing of hydrological, weather and cli-
mate data. “Where sustained monitoring
has a cost, downstream countries could
also co-invest in upstream observation sys-
tems or pay for specialised datasets, creat-
ing a model that benefits both sides. Auto-

New Delhi

mated public warning systems, joint scien-
tific studies and regular emergency exer-
cises should complement this,” Nithiya-
nandam said.

Rahman said that downstream coun-
tries lack consensus to build alliances that
can deal better with China. “There is no
scope forinternational arbitration. Buteven
ifthey had signed agreementsto that effect,
China does not really follow those kinds of
international norms, as we can see in the
South China Sea dispute as well,” he said.

That, however, does not take away from
the necessity of such processes. “A nation-
state-centric, container approach in the Hi-
malayas does not make sense because all of
these disasters really do not limit them-
selves strictly within national boundaries.
It has ramifications all across the land-
scape, and hence the solutions alsoneed to
be applied to that end. Scientific research
also has to be done from a landscape per-
spective to actually create any sustainable
form of infrastructure development in the
Himalayas,” Rahman said.
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SE ASIAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AEG

INAUGURAL CEREMONY
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ASIAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS - ORIENTATION

The Asian School of Business Orientation Programme 2026 commenced with an inspiring
inaugural ceremony, bringing together distinguished leaders, accomplished personalities and
aspiring professionals. The occasion was graced by Chief Guests Ms Shaily Mehrotra, CEO &
Founder of Fixderma & FCL, and H.E. Hanisha Jairam, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Suriname to India, whose journeys and insights inspired
students. The event was further honoured by Dr. Sandeep Marwah, President & Founder, AEG,
along with Directors Dr. Lalitya Vir Srivastav, Dr. Gurdeep Singh Raina and Dr. Saurabh Sharma. An
engaging session by Mr Simerjeet Singh, International Motivational Speaker and Performance
Coach, encouraged students to dream big, take action and embrace opportunities. The
programme marked a vibrant beginning to a journey of learning, leadership and growth.

S.C. DAV PUBLIC SCHOOL, NOIDA - CELEBRATIONS

The Interact Club of S.C.DAV Public School,Noida, marked the festival of *Raksha Bandhan™* with
a heart-warming celebration alongside students of a nearby *special needs school*. Students
tied sacred threads of Rakhi, exchanged sweets, and shared moments of joy, symbolising mutual
respect and inclusivity. The initiative reflected the ethos of the Interact Club in nurturing empathy,
service, and social responsibility among young learners. Principal Ms. Upasana Sharma
commended the endeavour, noting that such celebrations instil values of care and solidarity, while
fostering a culture of acceptance and belonging.
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ICMAI - EVENT

The Institute of Cost Accountants of India (ICMAI) launched two professional handbooks on
Expected Credit Loss (ECL) and restructuring of bank loans to support banks, borrowers, MSMES

and finance professionals ahead of the RBI's ECL framework, effective April 1, 2027. The
publications provide practical guidance on credit-loss assessment, risk management, stressed-
loan identification, restructuring and resolution strategies. ICMAI President CMA Chittaranjan
Chattopadhyay highlighted the need for stakeholder preparedness and capacity building. The
launch also underscored the expanding role of Cost and Management Accountants in banking

CORPORATE BRIEFS

EDUCATION

AMITY UNIVERSITY COLLABORATION

A high-level delegation from Western Sydney University (WSU), Australia, led by Prof. (Dr.) George
Williams AQ, Vice Chancellor and President, visited Amity University Uttar Pradesh, Noida, to strengthen
strategic academic, research and institutional collaboration. Discussions focused on establishing a
WSU campus in Greater Noida, joint and dual degree programmes, student and faculty mobility,
research, innovation, circular agriculture, sustainability, climate-smart practices and advanced
technologies. Amity Group Vice Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) Gurinder Singh and AUUP Vice Chancellor Dr.
Balvinder Shukla highlighted the partnership’s potential to advance global education and address
emerging challenges. The visit also featured a ceremonial plantation of 600 plants on campus.

LBSIM -HR CONCLAVE

Lal Bahadur Shastri Institute of Management (LBSIM), Delhi, hosted HR Conclave 2026 on “Human
Capital in the Era of Al: Redefining Talent, Work and Career.” The conclave brought together
academicians, HR leaders, industry professionals and students to explore Al’s impact on talent,
careers and the future of work. Under the guidance of Shri Anil Shastri, Chairman, Board of
Governors, LBSIM, the event highlighted industry—academia dialogue and human capabilities in an
Al-driven workplace. A key highlight was the panel discussion on “HR at Crossroads: Technology,
Trust and Transformation,” followed by seven hands-on workshops and HR Master Classes.
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JUIT SOLAN - EVENT

Drobotics Lab and Technovatorz Club of the ECE Department, JUIT, Solan, along with the [EEE JUIT
Student Branch, in collaboration with I[EEE R10 EAC, IEEE India Council, and IEEE Delhi Section,
hosted 21 students from Auckland House School for Boys, Shimla, on August 25. The visit provided
exposure to Al, Robotics, loT, industrial automation, and modern electronics through interactive
demonstrations and hands-on learning. A special session on “Agentic Al and Autonomous Task
Execution” introduced students to autonomous Al systems. Students also visited the Mitsubishi
Factory Automation Lab and Drobotics Lab, exploring robotics, drones, and autonomous systems.

ASIAN LAW COLLEGE AEC
ORIENTATION PROGRAMME 2026

ASIAN LAW COLLEGE - ORIENTATION

ALC Orientation Programme 2026 began on an inspiring note with an insightful address by
Hon’ble Justice Mr. B. R. Gavai, 52nd Chief Justice of India, who shared valuable words of wisdom
with law students. A key highlight was the inauguration of the Centre for Constitutional Law &
Human Rights by Justice Gavai, marking an important milestone in ALC’s commitment to
constitutional values, human rights and legal education. The occasion was graced by Dr. Sandeep
Marwah, President—AEG, along with Directors Dr. Lalitya Vir Srivastava, Dr. Saurabh Sharma and
Dr. Gurdeep Singh Raina. The programme also featured an exciting Talent Hunt judged by Ms
Anisha Soni, Founder, Harbourstone Legal. Tejas Dev emerged as the winner, receiving an iWatch
and trophy, making the event a memorable beginning to the academic journey. The programme set
the tone for a dynamic year of learning, leadership and professional growth.

——— Y

T2 Briey

i
=1 B bird

! W S v B s
i I3
" 5
|

|.T.S MURADNAGAR - ORIENTATION

|.T.S Institute of Health and Allied Sciences, Muradnagar, organized an Orientation Programme
to welcome newly admitted students of the 22nd BPT and 17th MPT batches for the academic
session 2026-27. The programme introduced students to the institute’s academic system, clinical
exposure, facilities and career opportunities. Hon’ble Vice Chairman, 1.T.S — The Education Group,
Mr. Arpit Chadha, welcomed Chief Guest Dr. Ashu Gupta, Head, Department of Physiotherapy,
Sports Injury Centre, Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi. Dr. Ashu Gupta motivated students to
enhance their skills and pursue excellence in physiotherapy.

SATYAM COLLEGE OF EDUCATION - ORIENTATION

The college recently organized an Orientation Programme for newly admitted B.A., B.Com. and B.Sc.
students (Batch 2026-29), introducing them to the institution and encouraging academic and
personal growth. Shri R. V. Sakhare, Director of Employment, Ministry of Labour and Employment,
Government of India, graced the occasion as Guest of Honour and spoke on skill development,
career readiness and future opportunities. Dr. Sneh Singh, Dr. Bineeta Agrawal, Ms. Neha Aggarwal,
Ms. Preeti Goel and faculty members attended the programme. Cultural performances, student

experiences and a Personality Development Session added vibrancy to the event.

through credit analysis, cost optimisation, risk management and strategic decision-making.

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA TENDER NOTICE &y GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA E==NUT=CNTITV S5
NAME OF OPENING AMOUNT / WEBSITE '
SR. NAME OF WORK NODAL OFFICER/
No. BOAEBITC}? RP./ NOTICE TENDER D]‘;EEC(LT(I’%;G EMD %:;E%X') IN | OF THE ﬁgﬁgm CORP/ CONTACT DETAILS/EMAIL ﬁﬁ: BO. ARB‘%’;&: '; AUTH OLD REFERENCE/NIT NO. NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM wsss:ggkgsm_lls_:omo "°DA|;'E‘T’i';{§3';|{4‘ﬁETACT
3 NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR THE RATE CONTRACT S ——
HARYANA MEDICAL FOR THE EYE SCREENING AND SUPPLY OF 01.09.2026 DATE EXTENDED UPTO 08.09.2026 AT 16:00 PM OPENING ON T . 9896401185
1 | SERVICES CORPORATION | SPECTACLES FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN FOR THE STATE e 2,10,00,000/- wwwhmsclorgin 529299829 ! MILK PRODUCERS 2026_HBC_536642_1 09.09.2026 AT 11:30 AM vitaindia@gmail.com vitarohtak@gmail.com
LIMITED OF HARYANA AS MENTIONED AGAINST ITEM IN 15.09.2026 equipmentdgm2020@gmail.com UNION ITD. ROHTAK
SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENT
5 HARYANA MEDICAL | NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR THE RATE CONTRACT 01.09.2026 1,50,00,000/- wwwhmsclorg.in 8929299829 THE ROHTAK CO OP _
SERVICES CORPORATION |  OF THE SUPPLY OF PRESBYOPIC SPECTACLES FOR 15.09.2006 equipmentdgm?2020@ gmail.com 2 MILK PRODUCERS 2026_HBC_535820_1 EELE b Ao ok vitaindia@gmail.com o o
LIMITED ADULTS IN THE STATE OF HARYANA AS MENTIONED - UNION ITD. ROHTAK 09. : gmail.
AGAINST ITEM IN SCHEDULE OF REQUIREMENT

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.ﬁic.in No- 48844/HRY

| FOR U T BRNNFORIVIATI INDUND S vmw;wﬁmmrmmm“wgmmwwmémen'ders.hrw.ﬁﬁﬁiiﬁZIHRY .

§ TAMILNADU MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LIMITED

POOMPUHAR SHIPPING CORPORATION LIMITED

No.417, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai-600008.
Phone:28191890/28190259; Fax: 044 -28190636; Mail: equipment.tnmsc@tn.qov.in

MOTICE INVITING E-TEMNDER Na. PSCiTech/T HIEL.I'-.-'ﬁ.I. LLWVAR- DDtrI'JI.'.EI.’:IEE 27 Da 04,08 2095
NOTIGE IIIJITII'-h.- E-TENDER FOR DRY-ODCK OF 1300 PAX (131 NON-AC- 15 AC) PARTIALLY AIR-COMONTIONED ML THRUVALLUMAR SAILING SI.No
PORATIOMLIMTED KANNY A UMAR) FERRY SERVICE, KAMNIYARLIMAR] :

Blafs s irraltad Troesy Bea aigible sl Bu ldenconracmonTimYand bof Foompohs Shopng Cormarakan Limiksd, Kannvakumal ey serics, Kanmhiakian e,
tn camy auldrg-doci raparol 150 BRE T3 Tron-aL IF:A.('::I'-';m:Ij.'.!.-r-c.'rullr.ralF.Il_ I ruwadonar saling urger Penmpunar Shippng Lomaorahon Limiles,

NORTHERN RAILWAY

(E-Auction Notice)

Sr. Divisional Commercial ManagernPS, Morhem Railway, Delhi Devision inwites bids throwegh e-Auction through IREPS
(https:fireps.govin) for the allptment of Deluxe Pay & Use Tobet Contracts on ROMT & MOT Basis, at following Ralbyay

Online Tender no with qty./ Document Cost Sale Period | Pre bid | Submission| Opening

1 |E1555/WPS/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2026, dt: 01.09.2026|07.09.2026 to| 15.09.2026 | 22.09.2026 122.09.2026
Water Purification System (8) — Rs.5,725/- 21.09.2026 | 11.00AM | 11.00 AM | 12.00 Noon

Hanniyakuman by sendee, Kannbgskoman. G days Tmm aken and handing oeer o Ken iivabuma ey sendce, Kannakaman 2 |E1556/EYE/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2026, dt: 01.09.2026 - #
Ori-ire Bid Streak Retinoscope (28), Direct Ophthalmoscope (147) 07.09.2026 to| 15.09.2026 | 22.09.2026 | 22.09.2026 stationsiacations.: -
Subenigsian starl 000 Hie: or 0E.0E 2028 & OCT Low End (28) — Rs.5,725/- 21.09.2026 | 11.30AM | 11.00 AM | 12.00 Noon

E-Catalogue Mo, Date & Time of bidding Railway Stations/Locations/Sites

=l St b e e it S by, 2L L

Suibamisskar ard 1200 Hiz, o0 23.00. 2025

-{07.09.2026 to| 15.09.2026 | 22.09.2026 | 22.09.2026

Techrecal bid Dpaning 1400 Hra, on 2309 2028 3 |E1557/EYE/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2026, dt:01.09.2026 ) Hazrat Nizamuddin (NZM) 03 Sites, Delhi (DL 01 Sile, Anand Vikar (ANVT) 07
Piioe B4 bpaning T80 Pk an 25,00 00 or el RETCAM (5) - Rs.5,725/- 21.09.2026 |12.00 Noon| 11.00 AM | 12.00 Noon PaynUse- | 7.09.2026 Sita, Patel Magar (PTHR) 01 Sita, Modinagar (MDNR) 01 Site, Narwana (NRW) 01
ety el Aoade Ly 4 |E1558/HAO/RC/TNMSC/ENGG/2026, dt: 01.09.2026 |07 09 2026 to| 15.09.2026 | 22.09 2026 | 22.09.2096 10-2026 F 12:00 T Site, Mansa (MSZ) 01 Site, Dalhi Saral Rohilla (DEE)-01 Site, Kurukshatra [KKDE)-

Bl subsmiggian Mrcagh the NG web porlal - hipsimierdars gov inmicganpaop EMD Thoogh above web portad far Ba. S50, 0800:-
Peorspaciles Boddans ane sdvised 10 el cur webeile sy lamihap ooimn! Hiedmnlesdees, ooy iiscnspiang fon down lesd T ender specficadons and s
spatiic mporian! dnlals. The Tender dotumant is avalabls in the shoen wabsins and the same may ba downloadad t ias of cost: The hids shoutd 5
upiaded Hrouph [he MIC porfal hips Matendes. pov niremepiaopand e bids will be opened I1'-:-u'=r- e sbowe web porial. The condibon i eouiremenls
meninned in thewabsta shal meatoet by the Bdars. This savertisament b tor inefiatbion of b only. The daleis givan in 8 meteis ara commrans e

Tendar Opaning Wensa Foompehar Bhipping Gotporabion Lod,, T Fiood BEE Anna Salal Mandanam, Chennge-600035

Furthet, sl commimmialion wil be updaled theaugh wabpota oy CIPRSTANTENDER 2026 GENERAL MANAGER (OPERATIONS)

- Hot Air Oven (32) — Rs.2,290/-

E1559/CATH-CON/RC/TNMSC/ ENGG/2026, dt:

gig%zzg/zf - Various types of Cathlab Consumables —|"4g 36 5056 | 11.00 AM | 11.00 AM | 12.00 Noon
.5, | |

For details visit www.tntenders.gov.in and TNMSC website www.tnmsc.tn.gov.in

DIPR/ 2733 /Tender/2026 GENERAL MANAGER (EQUIPMENT)

21.09.2026 | 12.30PM | 11.00 AM [ 12.00 Noon 01 Site & Panipat 01 Site (PN, Talal 12 Sites

|
08.09.2026 to| 17.09.2026 | 09.10.2026 | 09.10.2026

e e i

Al l:unl:rar.tufs who lIﬂBTId to participate in tha e- auctlnns mnducta:l thmugh E- Aul:hnn Leasing module of IREPS

shiowld fulfil following mandatory requirements before they can submit their bids:

- Registration on IREFS for E-Auction Leasing module -Active IREPS User Account for E-fAuction Leasing Modula
Paymentof Cma Time Registration Fes; Coumrant Account in Siate Bank of India; Integration of S5B1 Bank Account with IREFPS
Apcount; Lian Marking of Funds. Updation of Turnover Detadls,

A ey mechanism namely Vidual Account Mumber {VAN] hag been introduced now for E-Auction Leasing madule, which can
ba used by the bidders a5 an alfernative to Lign Marking Mechanism. The bldders are free fo switch between Lien Marking
Mechanism (if activatedyand YAk mechaniam at any podint of time, before epdering the bidding room. VAN mechansm does nct
require the bidder to have a cument account in State Bank of India. The users are free to fransfer money from any of theirexisting
Bank accounts in any bank to their VAN account, which enables them to participate in IREPS E-Auckons

Contractors wd do nod have IRERPS accound farany module of IREPS can submd their onling regues] far regisiralzon by cdicking
on New Vendors | Cantractors {E-Tender (E-Auction Leasing) link an IRE PS5 Home pags,

Online Tender Document for M.P. Police
POLICE HEADQUARTER, M.P., BHOPAL

No. PHQ/GB/Prov/Sec-20/Store /565/2026 Bhopal, Dated 31.08.2026
“ONLINE TENDER NOTICE”

Online tender are invited by Deputy Inspector General of Police (Provisioning)

< (@105 CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANGE COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate Office; “CHOLA CREST", C54 & 55, Super B+, Thiru Vi Ka Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennal - 608 032,

POSSESSION NOTICE (Rule 8 (1) (For Inmovable Property)
WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorisad Officer of Mis. Cholamandalam Investment
And Finance Company Limited, under tha Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Agsets and Enforcement of Securnty Interast Act, 2002 hereinafter called the Act and in exercize

of powers conferred under Section 13 [2] read with Rule 3 of the Securty Interest [Enforcement] | | Police  Head ~ Quarter, ~ Bhopal = for  Furniture  Items  on  website Railway Authority to contact, in | Divisional Railway Manager's Office, Commercial Branch, State Entry Road, New
Rules, 2002 issued demand notices calling upon the borrowers, to repay the outstanding amount | | https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app case of any query Delhi 110055, Email: sanitationcali@amail.com Tel; 011-23743084
wilh interast tharean within B0 da}'s fram the I:IEIIE-D‘IF'EIGEILPI af ihe said nDtII.'.EI. S. Item Qty. EMD Tender Mo, ?PUE”"JIPEFE UseToilets/Auction/2022 Dated: 01.0%.2026 0162026
The Borrowers ! Co-Borrowears having Ir-.uled o repay the arnnunl.. notice is heraby given to the N. Paid Online Through Fees SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
Borrower ! Co- Borrowers and tha Public in ganaral that the undearsigned has laken possession of .
mptenders.gov.in (Rs))
the property described herein below In exercise of the powers conferred on him under Sub- -
Section (4) of Section 13 of Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement) Rules, 2002 1 Staff Chair 101 19,695.00
on this 31" Day of August 2028, 2 Steel Almirah 18 8,100.00 | 2000
The borrower's / Co Borrowers” attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (B} of section 130f | || 3 |  Executive Chair | 15 8,100.00 1 I
the Act, in respact of fimea available, to redeem tha securad assels. Total EMD & Tender Fees 35,895.00 2000.00
The Borrawers in parficular and the Public in general are hereby cautioned not o deal with the 2. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) is non refundable and cannot be e-Procurement Cell

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
SPECIAL WORKS DIVISION BUILDING CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT, RANCHI.

praperties and any such dealings will be subject to the charge of Mis. Cholamandalam
Investment And Finance Company Limited for an Amountand interest thereon.

SLNo.1:LoanAccount Nos: TLOTNDLOOO00G63296 & TLOTNDLODOOOTZ2581. Name and Addross 2.
of Borrower & Co-Borrowers: 1. L B Traders (Borrower), 2.Lal Babu Mahto, 3. Rekha Devi,
Date of Demand Motice: 20-06-2026, Outstanding Amount: 1) TLOINDLOOD0DE3206:
Rs.1,49,14 654/- & 2) TLOTNDLOODOOOT2581; Rs.36,96,31%/- with interest thereon, 3.
Dalu-uf Pnssasslnn- 31.08.2026.

exempted
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app.

Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police
(www.mppolice.gov.in)

Bids shall be submitted online
https://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app
4. Critical Date Sheet:

[Published Date
Bid Document Download Start Date
Pre bid meeting Date

in any condition &must submit online through website

VERY SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITATION QUOTATION

( Rate Purpose Only)

E- quotations are invited for the work of Proposed Construction of Jharkhand Guest House at Puri
Odisha for supply fitting and fixing ELV works, Data Networking, CCTV, Fire Fighting, Audio- visual
System, Signage Furniture & furnishing, Electrical works, waterproofing work, Decorative brick
masonry work, wall pannelling work, Aluminium work, kitchen equipment water supply works and
texture painting work etc. for all Materials from Reputed Shop Keepers, Manufacturers, Suppliers,
Retailers, Distributors, Furniture Suppliers, Registered B.C.D. Contractors and other for following
items. They should quote their rates for unit mentioned in the table. If they do not deals all of the
below mentioned items. Then they are allowed to quote their rate for part of the items which ever
they deals. The rates should be exclusive of all types of Taxes, GST, Contractor's Profit and overhead
charges etc. butinclusive of Royalty. All Rates should be exclusive of Labour Cess.

Term and Condition

1.  Thequotationershall furnish pan, GST registration no.

2. Therate quoted by quotationer shall be firm and final.

3. The undersigned reserves the right to accept or reject/cancel any or all quotations without
assigning any reason thereof.

only at MP Tenders website:

above rngn!s 15, Land area r‘n&asunng 150 Eﬁ YD3., e 125415 Bq. l'.'Itra Ot of khasra No. 7/10,
situated in the area of village Mangloi Jai, Delhi State Delhi and the Abadi known as Mangloi Mew

Delhi- 110041, Bounded as: East Other Plot, West: - Other Plot, North: Road 25 fest South: Road 102/09/2026 Time 12:00 PM
15fesal, 07/09/2026 Time 13:00 AM

|

|

. |

SI.No.2: Loan Account Nos: PRO0034350 & PR00036254. Name _and_Address of Borrower & | | Bid Submission Start Date 09/09/2026 Time 12:00 AM__ |
|

|

01/09/2026 Time 17:00 PM

Bid Submission End Date 14/09/2026 Time 14:00 PM
B1d Opening Date 15/09/2026 Time 16:00 PM
F'FIHI'.'MSS‘E Rs. 1 11 02,138/- 2) 'PRODD36254: Rs. EE .EII T755(- with Int-arnst Iharwn. Dat& of 5_
Possession: 31.08.20286,

Description of the immovable Property: All that plece and parcel of the mordgaged propery belng
the second floor and entire third foor along with excusive rooffierace righis stilt parking rights and
usage rights of the it installed in the buikding, formingPar of the build up  property beanng Mo, 119,
constructed on land admeasuring 90 3q. Mirs., Situated at pocket-1, Sector-22, Forming part of the
Raohinl, Delhi-110086, togetharWith proportionate, undivided invisible and impartible rights in the
land undemeath the said property and together with all fitting fixtures easements, liberies, privilege
benefits and appurtenance attached thereto, including commaon rights of ingress, egress, passage,
staircasa, lift access and other comman facililies available in thae building and all othar rights title and
Interest altached thereto. Bounded as: Easl Plol Mo 120 West: Plol Mo, 118, Morth: Enlry of the
House, South; Service Lane,

Date ; 03.0%. 2026
Place: Dalhi

Intending Bidders are advised to visit this webs1te regularly till closing date of
submission to keep themselves updated as any change/ modification in the
tender will be intimated through this website only by corrigendum/
addendum/amendment.
6. Bids will be opened as per date/time as mentioned in the Tender Critical Date
Sheet. After online opening of Technical-Bid the results of their qualification as .

1

2

3

4

5

well Price-Bid opening will be intimated later. JeNTEe H S—PICYT B B fAfr 10.00.2026 & SURTET 3:00 99 |

qedTEe H §—PICIM IUars @ Sifc fAfdr 18.09.2026 & ITURTET 3:00 I T |

$—HICYM i @ fIfY Td T9T 19.09.2026 ITURTET 3:30 o |

e WWWWW@MWW@WWW faerer &Rl gved, wau fmfor favmT, 3
g—cbld%l"l YhIZST Dbl GXHIRI H0—7903899611

feqd SMeR) @& foy Jedrse jharkhandtenders.gov.in & <@ 51 wadr 2 |

Sd/-

(Sandeep Dixit)

A.L.G. (provision)
For- D.I.G. (provision)
PHQ, Bhopal.

Nodal Officer
e-Procurement Cell, Office of the Executive Engineer
Special Works Division, BCD, Ranchi

Authorised Officer
Wiz, Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Limited

G18004/26

PR 388909 Building(26-27)D

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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MOSPI STANDS BY 7.8% GDP GROWTH RATE FOR Q1

Govtrejects GDP criticism,
expects ‘informed debate’
once methods understood

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, September 2

WITH QUESTIONS being
raised about the higher-than-
expected GDP growth rate of
7.8% in the April-June quarter,
the statistics ministry on Wed-
nesday issued a six-point rebut-
tal, asserting that its methods
and the numbers released on
Monday were correct.

Saurabh Garg, Secretary in
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI), added that he expects
a “more informed debate” to
happen once the new methods
used to calculate India’s GDP
are understood.

On Monday, MoSPI data
showed India’s GDP grew 7.8%
in April-June, significantly
higher than the Reserve Bank of
India’s forecast of 7%. Revisions
were also made to past data,
including to the growth rate for
January-March, which was
raised from 7.8% to 8.6%.

These revisions were caused
by the use of the new Producer
Price Index (PPI) series, the up-
dated Index of Industrial Pro-
duction (ITP) data series, and the
Banking Services Price Index
released earlier this year.

However, certain econ-
omists, former bureaucrats,
and politicians have raised
questions about the numbers.

While some economists
have been unconvinced by the
figure used to “deflate” the
manufacturing sector’s gross
value added (GVA) in current
prices to arrive at the “real”, or
inflation adjusted estimates,
former finance secretary Sub-

¢ INCORRECT INTERPRETATION’

FORMER FINANCE secretary
Subhash Chandra Garg claimed
that April-June 2025’s nominal
GDP was revised down from

Rs 86 lakh crore to Rs 80 lakh
crore to make growthin
April-June 2026 “look better”

INITS response, the ministry
pointed out that the Rs 86.05 lakh
crore figure was under the old
GDP series which had 2011-12
asthebaseyear

THE NEW series, which has 2022-
23 as the base year, was released
in February this year and saw the

hash Chandra Garg has criti-
cised the data, saying nominal
GDP growth in April-June
should be 2.6% and “in real
terms close to 0”.

Double deflation

Speaking to reporters on
Wednesday, MoSPI Secretary
Saurabh Garg said that the
double deflation practice is
“new for everyone”.

“But I am sure as people get
used to the double deflation
methodology, as they under-
stand it better, there will be a
more informed debate,” Garg
said. To find the valueadded by
a sector — or the Gross Value
Added (GVA) — the value of in-
puts it uses is subtracted from
the value of output it produces.
Thisis GVAin current prices, or
nominal terms.

To find the GVA after ac-

inclusion of new sources of data
and several methodological
changesinthe calculation of the
GDP, including those that econ-
omists and international agencies
such as the IMF have been calling
out for several years

counting for changes in prices
—orreal GVA —theoutputand
input values are adjusted by
their respective inflation rates.
This is called double deflation.

Prior to the new GDP series,
which has 2022-23 as the base
year, that was released earlier
this year in February, one of the
biggest criticisms of Indian data
was MoSPI used double defla-
tion only for agriculture and
mining and quarrying sectors.

For the others, input and
output values were “deflated”
by the same number, with the
Wholesale Price Indexand Con-
sumer Price Index being used.

This can be problematic
when input and output prices
change at different rates.

With the new GDP series
using the double-deflation
method for all sectors, there
havebeen revisionsto past esti-

At $127 bn, FCNR(B) deposits push
RBI’s forex drive beyond $136 bn

George Mathew
Mumbai, September 2

FAR EXCEEDING the expecta-
tions of bankers and policy-
makers, the Reserve Bank of In-
dia’s special US dollar-rupee
forex swap facility has drawn
provisional foreign exchange in-
flows of $136.377 billion through
August 31.

The surge in inflows have
come through Foreign Currency
Non-Resident (Bank), or
FCNR(B), deposits, Overseas
Foreign Currency Borrowings
(OFCBs) and External Commer-
cial Borrowings (ECBs), accord-
ing to data reported by auth-
orised dealer banks.

FCNR(B) deposits ac-
counted for the overwhelming
share of the mobilisation at
$127.226 billion. OFCBs con-
tributed $5.260 billion, while
ECBs brought in $3.891 billion,
the RBI said. The figures are pro-
visional and subject to final re-
porting, accounting and recon-
ciliation. Analysts and bankers
had expected inflows of $70-$30
billion when the schemewasin-
troduced, and the large scale of
the inflows marks a substantial
response to the concessional
swap facility introduced by the
RBI on June 8. The facility was
designed to encourage fresh for-

eign-currency inflows and sup-
portdomesticliquidity atatime
when the rupee and India’s for-
eign-exchange reserves were
under pressure amid global un-
certainties, trade tensions and
West Asia conflict.

TheRBI had initially opened
the FCNR(B) swap window until
September 30.

However, following what it
described as an “encouraging
response”, itannounced on Au-
gust 14 that the window for fresh
FCNR(B) deposits would close
early on August 31. The swap of
deposits already mobilised
under the facility could, how-
ever, be undertaken with the
RBIuntil September 11.

The concessional facilities
for ECBs and OFCBs remain
open until December 31, 2026.

The latest numbersindicate
how sharply mobilisation accel-
erated during August.

FCNR(B) deposits are fixed-
term deposits that can be main-
tained by non-resident Indians,
Overseas Citizens of India and
Persons of Indian Origin in des-
ignated foreign currencies.

Unlike ordinary rupee de-
posits, these deposits allow over-
seas Indians to retain their sav-
ingsin currenciessuchasthe US
dollar, pound sterling, euro, Ja-
panese yen, Australian dollar

GIFT City IFSC
banks sanction
$54 bnunder
RBI swap facility

Mumbai/New Delhi: Indian
banks operating through Inter-
national Banking Units (IBUs)
at GIFT City’s International Fi-
nancial Services Centre (IFSC)
have sanctioned loans totalling
$54.02 billion under the RBI’s
swap facility for FCNR(B) de-
posits as of August 31, according
to a status report. The lending
underthe RBIscheme hasrisen
sharply in a matter of weeks,
reflecting growing utilisation of
the financial services ecosystem
and institutional infrastructure
available at GIFTIFSC. Thedata
showsthat IBUs had sanctioned
$4.1billion through 14 IBUs as of
July 15. ENS

and Canadian dollar. Interest
earned on FCNR(B) deposits is
exempt from income tax in
India as long as the depositor
qualifies as a non-resident
under Indian tax laws.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

J apan agency upgrades India’s rating
to ‘A-’; FinMin says retlects solid growth

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, September 2

NOTING STEADY implementa-
tion of policies for productivity
growth and economic develop-
ment and India’s maintenance
of 7% growth, the Japan Credit
Rating Agency (JCRA)
upgraded India’s sovereign rat-
ing from ‘BBB+’ to ‘A-’ with
stable outlook on Wednesday.

Welcoming the decision by
JCRA, the Ministry of Finance
inastatement said the upgrade
reflects India’s “solid economic
growth, effectiveness of econ-
omic policies in strengthening
the foundations for growth,
and the improved soundness of
the financial system”.

While upgradingtherating,
the JCRA noted certain struc-

tural challenges for India onthe
fiscal front: complex intergov-
ernmental fiscal relations; fis-
cal transfer arrangements and
fiscal management that is sus-
ceptible to electoral cycles.

Pointing out that the Indian
economy has maintained a
high growth rate of around 7%,
the JCRA said the country’s
growth is supported by robust
private consumption and pub-
licinvestment.

The growth momentum
was sustained in Q1 of FY27,
with real GDP growing by 7.8%,
despite prevailing global head-
winds, the Ministry said.

“Considering India’s solid
economic growth, the effec-
tiveness of economic policies
that strengthen the founda-
tions for growth, and the im-

proved soundness of the finan-
cial system, JCR has upgraded
the Republic of India’s Foreign
Currency and Local Currency
Long-term Issuer Ratings by
one notch to ‘A-. JCR has also
raised the country ceiling by
onenotchtoA,” the JCRA said.
Fifteenth Finance Commission
Chairman NKSingh said the A’
ratingisback after agap of over
35S years.

“JCRA has upgraded India
to ‘A-’. Recognition of India’s
growth momentum, macro sta-
bility, deep structural reforms,
and the strength of Centre-
State partnership. The last ‘A’
was Moody’s A2 rating given in
1988, which India lost in the
1990-91 BoP crisis,” he said.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

mates of GDP and growth.
These revisions have also been
accentuated by the use of the
new Producer Price Index
numbers for inputs and out-
puts, which is used interna-
tionally.

According to MoSPI’s Garg,
the PPI has more than 300 de-
flators for different parts of the
GDP to compute real values
from nominal ones, up from
around 180 under the old series.
This makes the new series’ esti-
mates more accurate.

No ‘deliberate
downward revision’

Without naming Subhash
Chandra Garg, MoSPI released
“additional information” onthe
GDP data, specifically refuting
the former bureaucrat’s claim
that growth was much lower
than 7.8% in April-June.

Itargued that the downward
revision in the April-June 2025
nominal GDP from Rs 86.05
lakh crorein the old seriestoRs
80.00 lakh crore in the new
series was the result of “succes-
sive revisions to the GDP series
arising from the change in base
year, incorporation ofimproved
data sources and methodol-
ogies, and updation of available
indicators”.

Assuch, itis “incorrect toin-
terpret the difference as a delib-
erate downward revision of last
year’s GDP to mechanically in-
crease the currentyear’s growth
rate”. It added that one cannot
compare GDP numbers from
different series to arrive at the
growth rate, as Garg had done.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Chandraopposes
5-member NCLT
benchformation

New Delhi: Essel Group Chair-
man Subhash Chandra on
Wednesday opposed the
formation of a five-member
bench by the NCLT to decide
his personal insolvency case,
contending that the tribunal
does not have the power to con-
stitute such a bench.
Appearing for Chandra be-
fore the NCLAT, Senior Advo-
cate Sasmit Patra termed the
NCLT order “faulty and wrong”
and said, “they are not em-
powered” to form a five-
member bench. “Under which
power” itwas stayed and “when
did this five-member bench sit
together? What proceedings
were conducted that led to this
five-member bench taking only
one order?” Patra argued. PTI

STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION BY NITI AAYOG

Private players seek ‘ereen energy’
status for N-power to raise funds

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, September 2

PRIVATE PLAYERS are seeking
green energy status for nuclear
power to enable access to green
bonds, greenloansand blended
financing for nuclear projects.
During a recent stakeholder
consultation by NITI Aayog,
they sought review of existing
green finance frameworks, in-
cluding the Ministry of Fi-
nance’s Sovereign Green Bond
Framework, the RBI’s frame-
work for acceptance of green de-
positsand SEBI’s framework for
green debt securities.
“Currently for example
Ministry of Finance sovereign
green bond framework does
not include the nuclear energy
and there was a suggestion
from many of the industry par-
ticipants toreview these frame-
works....whether it is the Min-
istry of Finance sovereign
green energy bond framework
or RBI’s framework for accept-
ance of green deposits or even
SEBI’s green debt securities
framework.
“Solthinkthereisaneed for
review of these frameworks to
allow accessto greenbondsand
green loans and blended fi-
nancing schemes,” Abhay Kar-
andikar, member NITI Aayog
said during the inaugural

Indiacanemerge
astrusted mfg,

supply chain hub:
Maruti Suzuki CEO

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, September 2

THERE IS a significant oppor-
tunity for India to emerge as
a trusted manufacturing and
supply chain hub in the global
automotive ecosystem, as cost
is no longer the sole priority as
reliability and operational con-
tinuity are now just as vital,
Maruti Suzuki India MD and
CEO Hisashi Takeuchi said on
Wednesday.

In a bid to truly strengthen
theindustry’s competitiveness,
products made in Indiamustbe
able tocompete with the bestin
the world and “require quality
tobecome our signature”, Take-
uchi said, while addressing the
annual session of Automotive
Component Manufacturers As-
sociation of India (ACMA).

“The last decade taught us
how to withstand disruption.
The next decade must help us
become stronger because of dis-
ruption,” he said. To move in
that direction, Takeuchi said
there are four important
enablers for the Indian automo-
tive industry — deep localisa-
tion, people, collectivelearning,

_ and technology.

Gor calls for friction-less
trade between India & US

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, September 2

US AMBASSADOR to India
Sergio Gor on Wednesday said
that as both countries work
through the details of their
trade relationship, they should
aim to create an environment
where American suppliers and
technology can freely access
the Indian market and Indian
firms can compete fairly in the
US market.

Addressing the Automotive
Component Manufacturers
Association of India (ACMA) at
its 66th annual session, he said,
“Our two governments are
working closely together to
build a trade relationship that
isfair, reciprocal, and mutually
beneficial.”

He said Commerce and In-

* MARKETS

dustry Minister Piyush Goyal
will travel to the US at the end
of this month for the G-20
Trade Ministers’ meeting to
continue engaging in negoti-
ationsonthetrade agreement.

India and the US agreed to
the framework of the interim
trade agreement that would
then expand to the Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA) in Feb-
ruary. Since then talks have
been ongoing to finalise the
agreement.

Both sides have held three
rounds of in-person talks on
the deal. The first round was
held in Washington in April
and two were held in June.

In the last meeting at the
end of June, US Trade Repre-
sentative (USTR) Jamieson
Greer visited New Delhi to
push the negotiations. FE
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T Boosting nuc.lear
o 4 power capacity

@ |ndia opened the tightly
regulated civil nuclear sector
last year for private
participation and targets
100 gigawatt-electric (GWe)
nuclear power by 2047

® The country will need at

\ least $228 billion to achieve
\

the targeted 100 GWe nuclear
energy capacity, said Nivruti
Rai, MD and CEO of Invest
India

session of POWERGEN India’s
Nuclear X event.

“The world over ... I think
even including the World Bank
and the Asian Development
Bank are reviewing these
restrictions on the nuclear
investments and similar things
perhapsIthink maybeneeded,”
he added.

Duringthe consultation, the
private players also suggested
that nuclear power projects be
accorded infrastructure status,
he said, while adding that in

NITI Aayog’s view nuclear
power is already covered under
the infrastructure framework,
as the Harmonised Master List
of Infrastructure Sub-sectors
maintained by the Department
of Economic Affairs includes
electricity generation. “Perhaps
aclarification in thisregard may
be needed,” he added.

Around 150 participants
from 60 organisationstook part
in the NITI Aayog’s consulta-
tion. India opened the tightly
regulated civil nuclear sector

last year for private participation
and targets 100 gigawatt-electric
(GWe) nuclear power by 2047.
Nivruti Rai, MD and CEO of In-
vest India, said India will require
at least $228 billion in invest-
ment to achieve the target 100
GWe nuclear energy capacity.

Final SHANTIrulesto
bereadyin2-3months
Speakingat the event, Ghan-
shyam Prasad, Chairperson of
the Central Electricity Authority
(CEA), said the final rulesunder
the SHANTI Act are likely to be
ready in the next two to three
months, with stakeholder con-
sultations on the draft rules cur-
rently underway.
Healsostressed the need to
reduce the gestation period of
nuclear power projects in
India. Prasad said site selection
would be another major chal-
lenge as India scales up its nu-
clear capacity. “A lot of efforts
are supposed to be made in
identification of sites. We are
all working with the states.
Teams are there, site selection
committees are there,” he said.
On nuclear fuel, Prasad
stressed the need to develop
thorium-based technologies to
strengthen India’s long-term
energy security.
FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

|tis heraby informed that

(b

through VCIOAVM
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securiies market,

Place : New Delhi
Date : September 02, 2026

HFCL LIMITED

CIN: L64200HR1987PLC 148689
Regd. Office: Plot No. 38, Institutional Area, Sectar 32, Gurugram - 122 001 (Haryana)

INFORMATION REGARDING 39™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

(@) The 38" Annual Genearal Meeting ("AGM") of HFCL Limited (the "Company") is schadubed to be held on Tuesday, the 29" day
of Septamber, 2026 at 11:00 A.M. {IST) twough Video Confarencing (*VE"WOther Audio Visual Means ("OAVM") facility o
transact the businesses as mentionad in fhe Notice of 387 AGK
The Ministry of Corporate Afalrs has vide its General Circifars numbered 1472020, 1772020, 2002020, 0272021, 1972021, 2172021,
Q&72022, 1072022, 092023, 1802024 and 032025 dated April 03, 2020, April 13, 2020, May 05, 2020, January 13, 2021, December
(8, 2021, December 14, 2021, May 05, 2022, December 28, 2022, September 25, 20
2025 (“MCA Circulars™) respectively, read with applicable crculars issued by the Securites and Exchange Board of India
(“SEBI"), (herainafier collectivedy referred to as “the Circulars™) parmitted the holding of the AGM through VT | OAVM without the
physical presence of the Memiers at-a common venue, Further, in compliance with the aforementicned MCA croulars- and
applicable provisions of the SEBI (Listing Obligatons and Disclosure Requirements) Reguistions, 2015 (the “SEBI Listing
Regulations"| relaxation has been provided from dispatching hard coples of a8 the documents, as prescrbed under Seclion 136
of the Companies &ct, 2013, to the shareholders who have nof registerad their emall addressas. Accordingly, in accordance with
Requlation 36{1)(b) of SEBI Listing Regulations, a ketter containing the web link {including the exact path) to access the complete
Annual Report &5 being sant to those sharsholders wha have nol registerad their email addresses with the Company, Us Registar
and Share Transfer Agent (“RTA"), or thew respeclive Dapository Participants,
[c} In compliance with the provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 (the “Act"), the SEBI Listing Regulations and the Circulars,

the 39° AGM of the Company is being held through VC | QAVM and the Members can atlend and paricipate in the enauing AGM

. September 19, 2024 and September 22,

The Comgpany has facilitated the Members 1o parlicipate in the 387 AGM theough the VCIOAVM facility provided by Nabanal

secunties Depository Limited {"NSDL™).

() Inaccordance with the Circutars, Nofice of the 387 AGM along with the Annual Report for the financial year 2025-26 will be sent only
by electronic mode to thoss members whose e-mail addresses are regsterad with the Company/RTADeposilory Parlicipants.
Mermbers may note that the Notice of 39" AGM along with the Annual Report will also be available on the Comgany’s website
wiww. hicd.com, website of the stock exchanges i.e. the BSE Limited at www.bseindia.com and the Mational Stock Exchange of India
Limited al www.nseindia, com and also on the websits of NSDL al wew.evoling.nsdl.com.

(f} Pursuantfo Section 108 of the Act read with Rule 20of the Cormpanies {Management & Administration) Rules, 2014, Reqgulation 44

ofthe SEBI Listing Regulalions and the Sacretarial Standard on General Meetings (“38-2"), the Company iz pleased to provide fo

its Members with the facility to cast thesr votes on all resolutions set forth in the Notice of the 38 AGM using electronic voting system

{“remote e-Voting and e-Voting during AGM™) anid has engaged the services of NSDL to facilitate voting throwath electranic

woting system. Datailad procedura of remaota e-Yoting/e-Voting is being provided In the Notica of 39" AGM.

Pursuant o the SEBI master circular no, HOEET 314} 2026-MIRSD-PODIE298/ 2026 dated February 06, 2026, the shareholders

holding shares in physical form whoss foliols) do nol have Permanant Accoun] Mumber (“PAN"), Contact Detass. Mabife Number,

Bank Account Details, Specimen Signalure updated, shall be eligible for payment of dividend, in regpect of such follois}, only

through electronic mode upon their furnishing all the aforesaid details in entirety to MCS Share Transfer Agent Limited, RTA of the

Company. Further, SEBI vide its aforesaid Clroular, has encouraged all existing investors, intheir own interest, 1o provide a ‘choice

of nomination’ 1o ensure smooth ransmission of securities and 1o help prevent the accumulation of unclaimed assets in the

Inorder o racaive dividend/s in a tirmely manner, Mambers are raquastad to register/update thelr complete bank datails:
« with their Depository Participantis) with whom they maintain their demat accounts if shares are held in demaienalized mode by
subrmithng the requasite documents, and
« with RTA M shares ara hald in physical moda, by submitting duly filled in Form ISR-1 along with the (i) scanned copy of the signad
request ledber which shall contain shareholder's name; folic number, bank detads (Bank account number, Bank and Branch
Mame and address, IFSC, MICR details), (1) self-atiested copy of the PAN card and (i) cancelied cheque leal,
Shareholders holding shares In physical mode and have not registerediupdated their e-mail addresses with the Company,
may kKindly registerfupdate the same by contacting / writing fo the Secretarial Department of the Company by e-mail at
secrefarial@hfcl.com or to the Company’'s RTA at admin@mcsregistrars.com. Shareholders holding shares in
dematerialized mode may contact! write to their Depository Participants to register/ update their e-mail address.

For HFCL Limited

Sd-

(Manoj Baid)

President & Company Secretary
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KALYANA KARNATAKA ROAD TRANSPORT CORPORATION
Stores & Purchase Department, Central Offices,
sarige Sadana, Main Road, Kalaburagi-585 102,
Mobile No. 77606 B6172 (COSP), 77609 52029 (5.0),

following Items.

MNo. KKR TG/COCOSPN6/2026-27
TENDER INVITING NOTICE (THROUGH KPP PORTAL MODE ONLY)

Tenders through KPP poral (pre-gualification & commercial) are invited for supply of

Dated:01.09.2026

Sl

No. Tender No.

Tender Nomenclature

Last date for
submission
of tender

Estimate
Value
(Hs.)

01 | KKRTG2026-27/
INDO229

Procurement of Enamel 2K PU Paints
& Allied materials

3.54
Crore

30.09.2026
at 15.00 hrs

02 | KKRTC/2026-27/
INDO226

Procurement of Furniture & office
Equipment

2.25
Crore

30.09.2026
at 15.00 hrs

03 | KKRTC/2026-27/
INDO230

Procurement of Enamel Paints

30.09.2026
at 15.00 hrs

0.56
Crore

04 | KKRTG/2026-27/
INDO227

Procurement of Copier Papers

0.43
Crore

30.09.2026
at 15.00 hrs

05 | KKRTC/2026-27/
INDO211/Call-2

Supply & Installation of fire detection
and Suppression System (FDSS)

0.40
Crore

30.09.2026
at 15.00 hrs

06 | KKRTC/2026-27/
INDO224/Call-2

Procurement of Automotive Bulbs

0.39 12.09.2026

Crore at 15.00 hrs

avallable at

DIPR/Kalaburagi/493/KSMCEAR2026-27

All the details of Tender, Hegistration, Tender form documents elc. are
hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/. Mail to cospnekrici@gmail.com or
supporti@eprochelpdesk.com for further information if reguired. Further, any addendum
fcarrigendum related to changes in terms and conditions of tender, specification and calendar
of events elc. will be uploaded only through KPP portal.
Sd/- Controller of Stores and Purchases
(Tender Inviting Authority)

New Delhi
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THE INDIAN EXPRESS

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

~lheart, No 9422675 Late Rfn Passang Sherpa of 1/11
GR, who made
% MEGHDOOT on 03 Sep 1998.

supreme

.._; Indian Army and 11 Gorkha Rifles Salutes its brave
sacrifice during OP

Office of the Sub Divisional Officer (Civil), Ganaur
HEAT SUHTSA AR (FTo ), TR

Railway Road Ganaur, Haryana-131101

Email:- Sdmgnr@gmail.com
Telephone:- 0130-2460810 | Fight Against COVID-19

Hremit Aifew

e AR < Gfaa R S § foF weh o (R 12.09.2026 | 11.09.2027) % fag

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Ajay S/o Bachan Das R/o House No. 4790, Gali No.8,
Kattar Wali Gali, Old Seelampur, Delhi, also at Near Gol
Baithak, Old Seelampur, Delhi has committed (or is
suspected to have committed) the offence in case registered

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C./84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Amandeep Singh S/o Arvinder Singh R/o 3/78,
Ramesh Magar, Delhi Also At: R-415, Raghubir Nagar, Delhi
has committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence
case FIR No, 7/2024 u/s 356/379/411/34 IPC at P.S, Maoti Nagar,

GORKHA RIFLES
el

Indian Army and 11 Gorkha Rifles Salutes its brave vide FIR No. 442/2020 U/S 457/380/411 IPC, PS Krishna

ITHUEA AT, TR & TA0T H =T HY helH/hR hT/RIELE I & Sohi i New Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest

d % |heart, No 9422903 Late Rfn Mana Hang Subba of 5/11 [t e 11.09.2026 %1 W 11:00 1 Ssvaet aifrt (o), =i %t sromn| | Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest | | hareypon issued that the said Amandeep Singh cannot be
—={GR, Who made supreme sacrifice during OP T ot ST © | T et 5 wd e 9eeR 9 g their upon issued t.h at the said accused Aj a?l'.r can not be found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
— found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that

MEGHDOQT on 03 Sep 1998.
Colonel 11 GR & Sikkim Scouts and All Ranks

BORDER SECURITY FORCE
Director General and all Ranks of Border

said Amandeep Singh has absconded [or is concealing
nimself to-avoid the service of the said warrant). Proceeding u's
82 Cr. P.C./ 84 Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita has been
initiated in the case. Proclamation is hereby made that the said

1. dIelt 29 9Tl A 1 3794 T 3TTAT MUR hIS/Iga-97, I9 HTS 921 39 ok
@A <! U1 o I AT Tfel STHT SRR =1 i heel= o SIiardl sl 40,000/~
TUY, R UIfh T o ST bl 35,000/%9T, TIZRSE o il SraT el 13,000/- ¥9T

= aadl

[

the said Ajay has absconded (or is concealing himself fo
avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused

CONSTABLE : : ! AR ST F AR TR ST FEHT A H A A T § | i
T e e O |, ST IS T g (Al O Mo, S0 U ensioidt BT | | e i e sy e e
ppMg  [Gonstable 5 K Sahoo on us Balidan Diwas. T o el 3 15 e % s s o A evin o ww s A | | (or before me) to answer the complaint on or before the day | | 356/379/411/34 IPC at P.S. Moti Nagar, New Delhi is required to

On this day, he sustained fatal bullet
injuries while fighting militants in area of
Lal Bazar, Srinagar (J&K). He put up a
| — tough fight to militants and made ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty. His sacrifice and gallant action have been
aptly recognized by GOI by awarding him with PPMG (Posthumously). 5.

48 BN BSF
r01.06.1972 -

FAH H AT B ST € Al STh! ST AR STed ek G sieierl sl Jehl
AT A &R gfshan s § &g Sl |
3. IR Wi i 9l o fIg SeheR o fard g |
et Wifeh T QR TEEe 9 T9 Shirce W g gRT |
RS A i Tt &t FeiRa R 1T 2o TR =TT 81, SHehT Rl YehR <hl JEROT
e 3TFAR A E BT WehT | SheR T & S R, Rl 3T SAfh Rl TMiaRul/3us

appear before this Court to answer the said complaint on or
before 27.10.2026. By Order: Sh. Anshul Singhal,
Judicial Magistrate First Class-04, (West),

Room No. 268,

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

0f17.10.2026 By Order,

Sh. P Bhargava Rao

Judicial Magistrate First Class-05

Room No. 03, Second Floor, East District

DP/9362/SHD/2026(Court Matier) Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

03.09.1997

DP/11826/WD/2026 %,

CONSTABLE |Director General and all Ranks of Border ‘
: KHAGENDRA [Security Force remember its gallant (Sublet) R < 31 SHHEFT Tt M AT HH HIEH B P T FA B PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
¥ MAHAPATRA |Jawan Constable Khagendra Mahapatra 6. AP F H Telt Aqy T i Tl 61 Tt 2Tl SR IR T A g APPEAHA" EE UF AC Bu SED FEHS U‘H
131 BN BSF |on his Balidan Diwas. On this day he e oo T AR | FRa 3 g g % e e A APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
01.06.1992 — : - o 7. WIehteR FeRd o R off TR A B aTell B <RI SR T g8 M | 3 SN : ;
,I' 03.09 29(?25 juade ulimate sacrifice while on Rt oft YRR <l e TG AT 8T B A1 RIS off FarasT =&l o Sm | See Section 82 CrPC See Section 82 CrPC
e o operational duty in Kangpokpi, Manipur. . ° . . !
T R POLILE FOR 8. 7T 3T fAie 12.00.2026 R 11.09.2027 7 1T B | Whereas complaint has been made before me that | | Whereas complaint has been made before me that
T T 9. TEAA AN 3 A P LA T A T W= AR R & A, 4 9e| | accused Gulshan @ Kalu S/o Kashmiri R/o A-14, Gali | | accused Himanshu S/o Mahesh Trivedi R/o H. No.
Constable Constablo T el TR TF THE ¥ - Tegd 78w @ 3% w wwzn| | No. 1, South Ganesh Nagar, Mandawali, Delhi has | | C487, Gali No.11, PS Adarsh Nagar, Delhi has
Hira Ballabh , Subhang Singh ST Ao ST T FATE TE A A A A R A A | committed (or is suspected to have committed) the | | committed (or is suspected to have committed) the
87 Bn .~ 87 Bn 10. T8 % fr 1 g 1w Tl %1 R @ R 11.00.2007 9 3w v wm| | offence in case registered vide FIR No. 27/2021 UJfS | | offence in case registered vide FIR No. 16/2020 U/S
07-04-1962 To 01-11.1963 To T foreTelt =1 foret e Tt AT | 25/54/59 Arms Act, PS Mandawali, Delhi and it has | | 25/54/59 Arms Act, PS Mandawali, Delhi and it has
03-09-2005 <4 03-09-2005 1. 7% % fF I 29 O efud Bre o v 1 SeciT 9 w vwmvew sfwd| | been returned to a warrant of arrest their upon issued | | been returned to a warrant of arrest their upon issued
. LAl ] (o), TR W1 T ST @ FT A SIEAT | that the said accused Gulshan @ Kalu can not be found | | that the said accused Himanshu can not be found and
Shéheef ]Ijlead Shage‘;i Ilj(é_/ RO 12, < R  feore Fre off SR a0 T A e 4 9 W R A s awa| | and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that | | whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the
Ras}(:irélszhrsed .87.Br211 i Y Sen e AT Al e e ae A thE' said GUIEhI'ﬂn @ Ka[u has abﬁcgrjded {gr is mnﬂeahng said HIIITI:EI'I shu _I"IEIE Ebﬂﬂﬂnl:'j ed f:IDI' is CDI'IEEE“I”'IQ himself
o7 B 01.11.1966 To 13. TG 3 W s whH 9 T2 3 B ARER Swvee st (), =] | himselfto avoid the service of the said warrant). to avoid the service of the said warrant).
01-11-1963 To ' | 03-09-2005 1 2| Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused | | Proclamation is _hereby made that the said accused
03-09-2005 || " A 14, TSR AT (o), TR 3 FR1 35 1 for Ry 7w @ R wwa 8, o | Gulshan @ Kalu of FIR No. 27/2021 U/S 25/54/59 | | Himanshu of FIR No. 16/2020 /S 25/54/59 Arms Act,
: : : faofr ifem we AT 2R Arms Act, PS Mandawali, Delhi is required to appear | | PS Mandawali, Delhi is required to appear before this
Shaheed Constable Shaheed Constable zar,-| | before this court (or before me) to answer the complaint | | court (or before me) to answer the complaint on or before
Hari Ram Rajendera Singh ’ the davof15.10.2026.
87 Bn 37 Bn No. 48856/HRY ITUse s (A0, Tk | | @neorbeforethe day of 20.11.2026. By Order, y By Order,
12-11-1952 To 03-05-1972 To N _ ~ Sh. Sachin . _ _Sh. Sachin
03-09-2005 03-09-2005 Judicial Magistrate First Class-03 Judicial Magistrate First Class-03
East District, Court No.16 East District, Court No.16
e oot : - ST DP/12040/ED/2026(Court Matter) Karkardooma Courts, Delhi DP/12024/ED/2026{Court Matier) Karkardooma Courts, Delhi
Jagsir Singh Chatur Singh NORTHERN RAILWAY
B
o200 & GOVERNMENT OF HARVANA [EENEENSTIIs S 99 |
03-09-2005 03-09-2005 SR NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING | AMOUNT/ | WEBSITE OF THE NODAL 3r. Divisional Electrical EngineerfTraction Distribution, DRM's Office, State
NO DEPARTMENT DATE EMD DEPARTMENT OFFICER/CONTACT Entry Road, Mew Dealhi for & on behalf of President of India, invites open
_e - CLOSING | (APPROX.) IN DETAILS/EMAIL s-tocler for the under noted work:
Shaheed Constab}e Shaheed Constable DATE RUPEES | ! Improvement by SITC of misc items in
Dharmendra Rai Md. Nazmul 1 | PWD B&R, AMBALA |STRENGTHENING OF OLD NH-65 (KM 5.00 TO 11.400) (ROAD| 31.08.2026 | 743.53 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01712977224 1 | Name of Work with ks jocalion Tower wagon.
87 Bn Hussain ID 12708) IN AMBALA DISTRICT (WORK PROGRAMME 2026 14.09.2026 pwd-eepd1-ambala@hry.nic.in
27-12-1981 To 87 Bn AND 27) (UNDER AMBALA CITY NSTITUENCY). (GROUP 3) 2 | Approx. Cost of work F=, 4860, 780/
11 2 | PWD B&R, AMBALA |WIDENING AND STRENGTHENING OF 04 NOS. ROADS| 31.08.2026 | 1051.64 LACS | hitps:/ctenders.hry.nic.in 01712977224 : : ooy
03-09-2005 13-11-1982 To UNDER PROVINCIAL DIVISION NO.I, PWD BANDR| 10.09.2026 pwd-cepd1-ambala@hry.nic.in 3 | Sarnast Monsy Daposit P el
03-09-2005 BRANCH, AMBALA CANTT IN AMBALA DISTT UNDER - 16,00 2026 (00.00 Hra ) to
= AMBALA CITY CONSTITUENCY UNDER WORK 4 | E-Tender Bid Online Submission Period 30,06, 2026 (15.00 Hrs )
Shaheed Constable Shaheed Constable PROGRAMME 2026-27 (ROAD ID 97, 197, 205 AND 206) E-Tender Bid Submission End Date
Bhulan Sah Randhir Singh (GROUP 1) + 2 WORKS 5| & E-Tender Open Date & Time 30.09.2026 {15.00 hrs.}
87 Bn 87 Bn 3 PWD B&R, HISAR  |CONSTRUCTION OF 200 BEDDED CIVIL HOSPITAL AT SEC-| 01.09.2026 351.82 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01662225651 o
17-05-1970 To 02-01-1982 To 9 IN DISTT. FATEHABAD. (PDG 11 KV INDEPENDENT| 07.09.2026 pwd-eeed-hissar@hry.nic.in G | Fund Allecation Ovoa 1032
03-09-2005 | 03-09-2005 JPCDER ONLY) _— 7 Website particulars where complete i AN
. 4 | PWD B&R, KAITHAL [IMPROVEMENT OF 7 NOS. ROADS (1) K.K ROAD TO GEONG| CLOSING 430.49 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9896320998 detailz of tender documents can be seen -PRRR.8
, (ROAD ID 7097) (2) SARPAN KHERI TO SEGA ROAD (ROAD|  DATE pwd-eepd-kaithal @hry.nic.in
| — e ID 7095) (3) KATHWAR-MUNDRI ROAD TO KARNAL ROAD| 10.09.2026 E-TENDER No.: 29-TRD-NDLS-2026-27 Date: 02.09.2026 3030/2026
ityunjay Prasad neshwar Prasad DHONS ROAD TO MUNDRI KATHWAR ROAD (ROAD ID - | SERVING CUSTOMERSWITHASMILE
Mrityunjay Prasad Umeshwar Prasad DHONS ROAD TO MUNDRI KATHWAR ROAD (ROAD ID - SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE
: : 10092) (5) KAITHAL PEHOWA TO JAGDISHPURA (ROAD ID
Singh Singh 7122) (6) KEORAK BAROUT ROAD TO KAITHAL PEHOWA SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY
87 Bn 87 Bn ROAD (ROAD ID 9414) (7) BAROUT TO TEEK RLY. STATION E-TENDER NOTICE
02-02-1982 To 08-05-1974 To (ROAD ID 7132) IN KAITHAL CONSTITUENCY UNDER
03-09-2005 03-09-2005 WORK PROGRAMME 2026-27 (GROUP-II) . | &r. Divisional Engineer (COV/ 5. E.C Raiway, Nagpurinvites E-Tendear for execution of
ST = ST = ; 5 PANCHAYATI DPLAN CONST. OF COMMUNITY HALL AT VILLAGE| 29.08.2026 | 158.96 LACS | hiips://ctenders.hry.nic.in 0171-2551368 fllowing warks:-
aheed Constable aheed Constable RAJLAMBALA DHURALA AND INSTALLATION OF OPEN GYM NEAR| 07.09.2026 .amb@hry.nic.i :
Yougal Kumar Rai Vinod Kumar COMMUNITY CENTRE AT VILIAGE CHUDIALA BLOCK prexeeng. amb@hry.nic.in Sl |Mame of the work | Tender Motice Mo. |Approx, Tandaf Earmast MDI‘IIE‘_ﬂ'
87 Bn 87 Bn SAHA + 9 WORKS Na. Valuein? |Bid Security in (7)
05-11-1978 To 08-05-1974 To 6 PANCHAYATI D PLAN INSTALLATION OF SHED AND GRANITE FLOORING| 01.09.2026 | 51.25 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 0171-2551368 1. [Conducting field | CR2ANAGI2026-2027 | 46,74,731/- 93.5000-
RAJ,AMBALA ON STAIRS IN STADIUM IN VILLAGE PANJOKHRA SAHIB| 07.09.2026 prexeeng.amb@hry.nic.in survey using modem Survey Instrument e, Photogrammetry, Unmanned
03-09-2005 03-09-2005 AND SHED ON OPEN GYM IN STADIUM IN VILLAGE 5125343 Asrial S ‘D LIDAR e VR ~ r.h
PANJOKHRA SAHIB BLOCK AMBALA-II + 4 WORKS ; ra yalam | Fone F .1G1E. station etc, calculatng Latchment area,
' : 7 | PANCHAYATI RAJ, |CONSTRUCTION OF BALMIKI CHOUPAL , VILLAGE -| 01.09.2026 | 9.71 LACS | https:/etenders.hry.nic.in | 9896224357 Fioge Mgk Assegsment,. design dischargs., praparing crain kengiliding)
| 5 5 - S0 8 | ps://etenders.nry.nic.m - T . E 2
Shaheed Constable Shaheeq Constable KURUKSHETRA . |SANGHOR, BLOCK - BABAIN 08.09.2026 prexceng krk@hry.nic.in EI|.-'gI.'I ment and .|E"‘.I‘-EI| |ncIM|n?I marking at fisld with |::|:|n1ra|::EDr ,HEE F'dla.r_m
Arun Kumar Yadav Awanish Kumar 8§ | IRRIGATION &  |REGARDING REQUIREMENT OF MATERIAL IN STORE| CLOSING | 1521 LACS | hitpsi/etenders hry.nic.in 01250-220058 T (¥ SEIRIRCh WL R EYRTRI S g . Tl
87 Bn 87 Bn WATER RESOURCES |UNDER JURISDICTION OF LWS (M) SUB DIVISION NO. 2,  DATE ' ' R xenlwsmech@gmail.com VAR 1 ,a"”:"d ks it el L L Ll
04-05-1982 To 11-01-1982 To DEPARTMENT  |CHARKHI DADRI FOR FLOOD DEWATERING & 1 MORE| (7.09.2026 Sr. DENICantraliNagpur
03-09-2005 03-09-2005 HARYANA, CHARKHI | WORK 2. [Supply & fixing of| C/26MNAGI2026-2027|  48,75.808- | a7, 500/
DADRI -
| varinls Englineering Indicator boards for points & crossings, SEJ efe. under the
- 9 BPS GOVERNMENT [REGARDING PUBLISHING OF ADVERTISEMENT FOR| 02.09.2026 EMD 20000 | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9416803361 urigdiction of S DEM/Central/Nagpur
Shaheed Constable Shaheed Constable MEDICAL COLLEGE |TENDER FOR CMC OF WATER PURIFIER (54 NOS.)| 08.09.2026 bpsgme.purchase@gmail.com =
C. Purushottam H. k. Mondal FOR WOMEN INSTALLED IN BPS GMC FOR WOMEN, KHANPUR KALAN + Far the above tenders the Bidders will be able to submdt thedr orginalirevised
87 Bn 87 Bn KHANPUR KALAN |ONE OTHERS WORKS. bids wp to 15.00 Hours of 24.09.2026 only. Manual offers are not allowed. Details are
06-03-1968 To 27-05-1971 To SONEPAT | avadable on our website: www.ireps.gov.in
03-09-2005 03-09-2005 10 | KALPANA CHAWLA |E-TENDER FOR SUPPLY MEDICINE AND CONSUMABLE| 08.09.2026 EMD 10000 | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 9896154463 Pam4 0100 ar. Divl. Engineer {Cantral)f5.E.C.Railway/Nagpur
GOVT MEDICAL (CAP. NITROFURANTOIN, TAB. PREGABALIN WITH| 15.09.2026 director.kcghc-hry@gov.in f Sauth East Central Rallw: v Ehescrail
COLLEGE KARNAL |METHYLCOBALAMIN, TAB. RANITIDINE ETC.) AT KCGMC, = OUETY QST L-ariiral Raliws=y . EESRchal
— KARNAL
S};a:l};zeriidgaorgiile Shahez(sisi\tlursmg 11 FOREST SUPPLY OF LIVE FISH FINGERLINGS ROHO, KATLA,| 01.09.2026 4.19 LACS | https:/etenders.hry.nic.in 01662259233 % JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE é
: DEPARTMENT, HISAR [GOLDEN AND MIRGUL ETC AT DEV BHOOMI COMMUNITY | (7.09.2026 dwlohi 1
87 Bn Ram Nand Mehto RESERVE, VILLAGE KALWAN, DISTT. JIND . wiohisar@gmailcom DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU
03-04-1971 To 87 Bn 12 FOREST DIGGING OF KACHA POND, DESILTING OF POND, SOIL| 01.09.2026 581 LACS | https:/etenders.hry.nic.in 01662259233 0191-2561578 (O), 0191-254780 (F),
-09- -09- DEPARTMENT, HISAR [FILLING AROUND THE TREES AND EARTHEN MOUND AT| 07.09.2026 dwlohi 1 e : . :
. 03-09-2005 O%?E) % 192%%) 1o DEV BHOOMI COMMUNITY RESERVE, VILLAGE KALWAN, wlohisar@gmail.com email-sspjammu @ jkpolice.gov.in
| - I -09-2005 DISTT. JIND I .
DG and all ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to 22 valiant troopers of 13 CIVIL ~|[REQUEST TO ADVERTISE E-TENDER OF ORTHO IMPLANT| 03.09.2026 | EMD 1 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.in | 9416255807 Hue and Cry Notice
the 87th Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice while bravely engaging SURGEON,SIRSA | & INSTRUMENTS 2026-27 DISTRICT SIRSA 15.09.2026 cposirsa@gmail.com Rule No. 712/191
: : : : s : : 14 | WOMEN & CHILD  |RATE CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF HDPE BAGS FOR| 01.09.2026 | 4.50 LACS | https://etenders.hry.nic.i 9466703499
M.:.amsts despite Pell'lg grievously injured in an IED blast at Punjernala, DEVELOPMENT. | THE YEAR 202627 05,00 200¢ ps://etenders.hry.nic.in Caniirn et sharaunda SDPO City East, Jammu has intimated that accused person namely
Bijapur, Chhattisgarh on 3 September 2005. #CRPF salutes the ’ o ) . . . .
braveh 4 vled let thei 6 . ; PANJIRI PLANT, @yahoo.co.in Mukesh Ahirwar S/O Punni Lal R/O Village Nahadoura, Rajnagar,
ravenearts and pledges never fo 1€t thelr sacrilice go In vain. GHARAUNDA, District Chhaterpur Madya Pardesh A/P Trikuta Nagar, Jammu is
Veer Balidani _1PG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn KARNAL | . . .
b b S 1 [tribute to Constable Santosh Kumar Singh — evading his arrest / wanted in case FIR No. 154/2026 U/S 305,331(4)
O}?Zia:s;lgﬁs of 209 CoBRA, who made the supreme FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT Www.etenders.hry.nlc.m No. 48889/ HRY BNS, of P/S Bahu Fort, Jammu. Despite repeated raids/efforts the

accused could not be traced/still absconded.

209 CoBRA Bn |sacrifice after being grievously injured in
15-02-1987 To |an encounter with Maoists in West ol NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY vy vy It is therefore requested that Hue and Cry Notice of above mentioned
03-09-2013  |Singhbhum district, Jharkhand on 3 - Wabsite: www.ner.indianrallways.gow.in: Email: cosg@ner.ralineLgov.in I M PO R I AN I accused is being published for the information of Police establishments /
Septe‘zmber. .2013.. #QRPF salutes the Tender Notice No. 10 Dated: 02.09.2026 Whilst care is taken prior to Public in general having any clue related to the whereabouts / present
bravehearts and pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain. Invitation of Tenders through e-Procurement System acceptance of advertisin location of above named accused, kindly communicate the same on the
CENTRAL INDUSTRIAL SECURITY FORCE Principal Chief Material Manager, North Eastern Railway, Gorakhpur-273012 and on p . . . 9 below mentioned contact / Telephone numbers.
CISF proudly : il A : copYy, it is Nnot possible to verify
: behalf of the President of India, invites tenders through e-Procurement System for the . . Description Roll :-
-, remembers ~  the supply of the following items. Complete description of the lem and other conditions are Iits contents - T_h e Indian i .
F Sllipremeb sacrlﬁce of available on www.ireps_gov.in, Express (P) Limited cannot Name : Mukesh Ahirwar
A > piese  brave-learts, Isi. | be held responsible for such : '
J I \ On this day, they laid ;ﬁ" i;end;; Due On Brief Description of Stores Qty. P /10 : P‘.mm Lal . o
' d , down their lives at the ;...E:;.{E;g;l.1i;;5. TR TR [ TN T ot s contents, nor for any loss or Address : Village Nahadoura, Rajnagar, District Chhaterpur
R v : 1 _|30251105 [16.11.2 -ontactor for ransfonmer el 1078 Nos. damage incurred as a result of .
altar of duty while . 9 A/P
[ A y Wi |2 [22261216A | 04.11.2026 | Secondary Vertical Damper for transactions with compbanies Madya Pardesh A/P Trikuta Nagar, Jammu
HC/FIRE CT/DCPO CT/FIRE S.P |fighting ferocious fire NBnAC et 1352 Nos ClO : _ pa ; Age - 26 Years
E NAYAKA || M.K.PASWAN | KUSHWAHA |at ONGC Mumbai and = : S ; — : associations or individuals
. i3 | 222671204 | 22.10.2026 | Manual Uncoupling Davice to ESCORT elc. | 232 Nos., . . .. Contacts/Teleph N b .
ONGC ONGC ONGC saved precious human T4 (22261225 |14.10 2026 | Pin for fialbogies to RGF Drg. No.- - advertising in its newspapers ontacts/1elephone Numbers:-
Og/lgg/l%\llg Olg/lgé\/lgé\llg Og/lgé\’[%\llg 11V§S- bThelr couraﬁ LWOS 106 et ' 24046 Nos or Publications. We therefore 1. DPO, Jammu : 0191-2547807, 0191-2561578
-09- -09- -09- bn raver ou g e rrr—— o LAt I ' ] . . _
: . e very wou! 5 | 222615588 |07.10.2026 | Top Side Bearer Liner of BOXN recommend that readers 2. SSP Jammu Mail I.D : sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in
remain an abiding source of inspiration for the force. The force will Wagons ete 5957 Nos make necessary inquiries
i i i — = 2 o Bl : e e 3. PCR Jammu 0191-2605949
remain eternally indebted to them for their noblest deeds. (6 22267104 |06, 10,2026 | Emergency brake accelerator EB 351 ete. | 132 Mos before sending any monies )
INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE(ITBP) I = = : = = = ) : 4. SP City South 0191-2430002
(7 | 24260358 [05.10.2026 | Set of cab window assembly LH & RH elc. | 72 sels. or entering into any
lenStiﬂ}el Cﬁgﬁable I8 | 29265364 |05.10.2026 | Supplyof PVC Insulsted armoured ste. | 606247 Km, agreements with advertisers 5. SDPO City South 01912433778
Rajnikant Acharya Mohd. Munir 0 222514806 |05 1 TR o 1= 174 aat : : . . )
i..g_.'-a;?gﬁ.__ﬂj-.l;l.‘. ._Q-E{I.?.E. _EI'I_-____ ﬂ_%l_|E|EE':£”_FL'5_|'IEF-:_E_1E_EF!_.HEE‘_E___@ .E‘?.’_- or OtherW|Se actl ng onNn an 6 Landhne Of P/S Satwarl 0191 2475133
. (10 22261109 | 05.90.2026 | Secondary Laleral Dampsar for . . . .
. .‘ 4 | | FIAT bogins ate. 1044 Nos, advertisement in any Sr. Superintendent of Police
. . - V" 91 |24260342 |30.00.2026 | Sat of Cyl. Roller Bearing for manner whatsoever. No. Jammu
=l <M. | I TM 6FRA BORS aic 123 sels DIP/J-9296/26- DATE 02 SEP 2026 Date:- .08.2026
ITBP salutes its bra\_/ehearts Constal?le Rajnikant Acharya and 112 | 22261661 |30.09.2026 | High tensile tight centre buffer coupler ele, | 2065 sels, S E RAILWAY - TENDER
Constable Mohd. Munir of 16th Battalion, who made the supreme 113 | 29265334 | 30,00.2026 | Supply of PYC Inswiated armoured . GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA _ ' : =
sacrifice in the line of duty on this day in Jammu & Kashmir in 2003. | unEcragnsd 1450:8 Km. l:f .&I OFFICE OF THE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF e-Tender Notice Mo, : CW_EPPFS_
|14 | 28250080C | 28.09.2026 | Pillaw for Second and Third AC e i L o il
Astt. Comdt. Kamal Kumar I codches atc, 107781 Nos, 25001/107012627 RURAL WORKS ODISHA, BHUBANESWAR e-Tendes is invited by Dy. Chiel Mechanical
| r - Email i.d.: crew_bbsr@yahoo.com : E ekt .
ITBP salutes its braveheart Astt. Comdt. Kamal Kumar i 15 | 28265522 |28.09.2026 | Supply, Installation, Testing and Enginaer{Cardags Warkebitharmopur
, L | Commissioning etc 9¢ sets, Letter No 31044 Dated. 31-8-26 Warkshop, 5.E. Railway, Kharagpur-r21301
of 5th Battalion, who made the supreme sacrifice in I 16 | 20265608 | 28.08 2026 | Supply, Installation, Testing & “e” Procurement Notice for bridge works in Odisha in single packet system for and on behalf
the line of duty on this day in Leh in 2012. | | Commissionig alc. 21 sals ( Online-03 (Bridge) / 2026-27 dt. 31.08.2026) of the President of India for the lollowing
|17 :‘?.‘-:1?5'!]2{:?.? I?EH.DQ.EDEB Spheri Ellm:ld-: fn?-rﬁ.::le Guide L!nl-;.".ﬁ..ﬂ efe. a1.E':I Mos, e oF e ok TConstraction of bridge work works: Nama of the work: Repair of the
18 L2261651 23.09.2026 | Double Brake indicator o FTRTIPL etc 350 Mas [2 [Total No. of Road :/11 (Eleven) nos -1 Fressunized F:"u._:;h:_ng Syatem [FI'F E_I A
119 _ 262851258 | 23.08. 2026 | Manufacture and Supply of Metal Linar efc. | As par NIT i 3 |Estimate cost [:|Rs 1122.02 to 4681.06 lakh 1 Elactro Pneumatic Pressurized Flushing
lLEE' 22267428 [23.08.2026 | Dump Valve (KB make)for LHB {47 Class of Contractor :[“A” Class, “Special” Class & “Super” Class as applicable. System {EPPFS), including supply of
- - = = | | Coaches aic 274 Mos I 5 |Period of completion |:TAs mentioned in Column 7 of TCN. reguired materals by firrm. Place of work:
Rajasthan Medical Services Corporatlon Ltd. 121 | 262650814 | 21.09.2026 | HVN-E6 Insulating Liner elc. As per NIT | 6 [Other details [l } Kharagpur Workshop, South Esstarn
Gandhi Block, Swasthya Bhawan, Tilak Marg, C-Scheme, Jaipur-302005 (Raj.) | 22 | 22262545 |(1B.09.2026 | Fool StepAmgt. 1o iCF Drg. Rallvav. Past - Kharantr. Dt - Pasthim
Phone No: 0141-2228066, 2228064, Website: http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in I | No. ICF/STD-2-4-001 etc. 7762 Nos. Bid _ Availability of tender = ¥ Piad 'iE"' LHatiag 3.';3}
E-mail :edpssrmsc@rajasthan.gov.in 123 | 29261034 |[18.00.2026 | Relay SIG contacts- For Q" Series plug efc. [ 348739 Nos Pro(c)tgvement Identification No. of bl:ldge online for bidding ldnapare, Pin-721301. Quantity ; Il
No. :- F.02 (451)/RMSCL/PROCUREMENT/DRUG/NIB-13/2026-27/5036  Dated :- 31/08/2026 |24 [22262361 |17.00.2025 | Speed Sensor lo Escorts PartNe. | e No. works - - ! Sets, Tander Value : ¥ 2.24,55.885/-
. R I 2 rom 0 i 4 i
Corrigendum-1in NIB-13/2026-27 il 1112000023 elc. 257 Nos Chiet Engineer, Buildings & oG T3 ! ::’::5:1“"'3:’:&1-_? 1:; ;;f;: ":
—1— : e = s . .09. 10. e
In Reference to NIB No.Ref. No.: F02 (451)/RMSCL/PROCUREMENT/DRUG/NIB- [£7 edinkbs i) ThihEie 5 | FroRstbr i - e ek okl tog, Bridges, Rural Works, e o |G at Up to e U e e e
13/2026-27/4813 Dated : 27.07.2026 UBN No. MSC2627GLRC00048 Corrigendum- is {52 [Saaiand (A7 Opeten ngg;gIﬁeﬂé‘;I‘;;“;gﬂ?g;'f;‘;‘-*“m’ SOA0e Nas Odisha, Bhubaneswar | (DP9EV202627 1 mes g0 Am. | s.00 P il S sthe bt acd Thas
issued for date extension in bid. All details may be seen on I ?f‘.‘"? 3q?E1Dﬂ?P~ ?1 |:|'3| ?UEFH F’-:ur-::elaln FI?EIN-PE |I'IE|'..||El-’f-!;|FI'H1 E‘lﬁ‘lﬁ :I.:| 3 ﬁﬁﬂdﬂ' Mc-ru Other details can be seen in the bidding documents, which will be available in website www.tendersorissa.gov.in of tender : At 23002026 15 00 hrs. Detzil
https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in & | . (1050mm CD) ste. Sd/- Tender Molkce and Tender Document is
https://www.rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in. Director (Proc.) CPRO/S-48 Principal Chiaf Material Manager, Gorakhpur Chief Engineer (Buildings & Bridges), gvailable in the e-Portal wabsite https:if
.Raj.Samwad/C/26/10510 RMSCL 00 NOT SMOKE BIDICIGARETTE IN TRAINS OIPR- 25001/25123/1/26-27/0014 Rural Works, Odisha, Bhubaneswar www.ireps.aov.in {PR-T12)
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- Central University of Punjab

Dated: I {83006 WALK-IN-INTERVIEW Adel, CUPBRE-IT012

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

Orfine Applications are invited from aligible candidates for following positions

~Contractual Faculty {Self-Finance) for B.Tech.Computer 5c. & Engineering-01

#Part-Time Faculty Empanelment on Lecture basis for B.A.-LL.B., Music
(Vocal) and ITEP BA-B.Ed./BSc-B.Ed.

#Contractual Non-Teaching Posts (Sr. Analyst, Lab. Assistant, Lab Attendant)

To apply onfing and for more details, vt wobsite weww.cup.adu.in, Registrar
Badal- Bairnda Hoad, VPO Ghudda, Dt Bathinda- 151401, Emall. recrulimontifeup.sdu.in

©

fopree (B werew Pivadlearn o Sperpr vy quer 4

The Andhra Pradesh Mineral Development

Corporation Limited
Door No. 294/1D, 100 feet Road (Tadigadapa to Enikepadu Road),

Kanuru, Vijayawada-521137, Andhra Pradesh, India
Tel: +91-866-2429999 Fax: +91-866-2429977 Email: contracts-ho@apmdc.in

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Tender No: APMDC/HO/P&C/Group Mediclaim Insurance/2026-27 Date: 03.09.2026

APMDC invites E-tender from reputed Agencies for *“‘Selection of Agency for
Providing Group Mediclaim Insurance for Regular and Retired
Employees, Outsourced Employees, Trainees and Tribal Trainees of
APMDC”. For more information on the eligibility criteria, tender fees,
timelines and other details, please visit e-procurement website of
GoAP (www.tender.apeprocurement.gov.in) or APMDC website
(www.apmdc.ap.gov.in). The Tender document is available for downloading
from 03.09.2026 and the last date for bid submission is 23.09.2026 by
17:00 Hrs.

Sd/-
Place: Vijayawada Managing Director
Date: 03.09.2026 The A. P. Mineral Development

R.O. No. 5391PP/CL/ADVT/1/1/2021-22 Dt.: 02/09/2026 Corporation Limited

See Section B2 Cr. P.C./ 84 BNSS
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Devi Ram @ Devi Singh S/o Tota Ram Rlo H. No. C 375,
TC Camp, Ragubir Nagar, Delhi also at Village Mathna, P.5.
Khair, Distt. Aligarh, U.P. has Committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case FIR No. 191/2020 Uls 3237341
IPC, P.S. Rajouri Garden, Delhi and it has been retumed to a
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said accused Devi
Ram @ Devi Singh cannol be found and whereas it has been
shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Devi Ram @ Devi
Singh has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the

service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made thatl the said accused Devi Ram @
Devi Singh of case FIR No. 191/2020 U/s 323/341 IPC, P.5.
Rajouri Garden, Delhi |5 required to appear before this Court o

answer the said complaint on or befora 14.10,2026.
By Order
Sh. Shashank Nandan Bhatt
Judicial Magistrate First Class
Room MNo. 356, 3rd Floor

DPM2ATHIWDIZ026 (Court Matter) Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

See Section 84 Bhartiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
person Sarfaraz S/o Niyaz Abmad Rfe H.No. 28/11, Shiaji Gali,
Chhajupur, Babarpur, Delhi, has committed (or is suspected to
have committed) the offence in FIR No. 650/2018, U/S
498A/406/34 IPC, PS Bhajanpura, North-East Distt., Delhi
and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest thereupon issued
that the said accused Sarfaraz cannot be found, and whereas it
has been shown to my satisfaction that the said accused
Sarfaraz has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the
service of the said warrant);
Proclamation is hereby made that Sarfaraz the said accused of
FIR No. 650/2018, U/S 498A/406/34 IPC, PS Bhajanpura,
Neorth-East Distt., Delhi, is required to appear before this Court
o answer the said complaint on or before 27.10.2026.
By Order
Ms. Rishika Srivastava
Judicial Magistrate First Class

DPA2395/NE/2026 (Mahila Gourt-01), North-East Distt.,

(Court Matter) Court No. 67, 4th Floor, Karkardooma Courts, Delhi

RE-ENGAGEMENT NOTICE

No. 844-E/Genl.Matter/Re-engagement/Retd. Officers/EIA/
33, Dt.01.09.2026

Applications are invited from willing Retired Group 'B' Officers
from all over Indian Railways (Level-8 & Level-8) for
re-engagement to fill up 03 {Three) posts of Consultant (PS-1) in
the Misc. Departments of Northern Railway. Detailed
advertisemeant with vacancy status, terms & conditions, format of
application form is available on Northern Railway's websile
https://nr.indianrailways.gov.in.

The last date for application submission is 17.09.2026.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE  Khdkad

NORTHERN RAILWAY

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED

MAHARASHTRA JEEVAN

PRADHIKARAN DIVISION, PARBHANI
' E-Tender Notice for (01) for 2026-27

Executive Engineer, MJP Divison Parbhani invites E-

Tender notice for the Following Electrical Works For

Goregaon Tqg- Sengaon Dist. Hingoli

1. Jal Jeevan Mission Under Water Supply Scheme
Goregaon Tg- Sengaon Dist. Hingoli (Electrical
Work) Rs. 35,36,966/- (Thirty Five Lakh Thirty Six
Thousand Nine Hundred Sixty Six only)

Maharashtra, The E-Tender Details are available on

www.mahatenders.gov.in from dated 03/09/2026

All relevant dates will be as per the tender published

in web portal www.mahatenders.gov.in
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No. 48860/7 RG]

UJVIN Ltd.

{An Uttarakhand Govt. Enterprises)

H.O, “UJJIWAL" Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun-245006
Telephone-0135-2763808 Fax: 0135-2763508
Ul L CIN No, L4 DR SGCO25866 Website! werwujvnl.com

>

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr.P.C.

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Imran Alvi, S/o: Noor Hasan, Rlo: M-282,
New Roshan Pura, Najafgarh, Delhi has committed (or
is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR
No.: 795/2024, U/s: 24/54/59 Arms Act, P.S. Nangloi,
Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said Imran Alvi cannot be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Imran Alvi has absconded (oris concealing
himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Imran Alvi of P.S. Nangloi, Delhi is required to appear
before this court to answer the said complaint on or

before 27.10.2026.
By Order
Ms. Renu
JMFC-10, West, Room No. 345,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

DP/M12171/0D/2026

A, Total Thineen (13) Stall al: Bahadurgarh, Delhi, Delhi Gamtt, Delhd Shahdara,

B, Tolal forty (400 Trolley ab Anand Vihar Terminad, Asawali, Baghpat Road,

- The followimg ara the eligibility crtena for particepgant viz,
al Holder af ArtisansWeaver 1D card isswed by Developmant Commissicnas

by Individual artisansiweavers/craftemen enrolled/registered with Tribal

UJVN Limited

RO No. 755 e-TENDER NOTICE Date: 01.09.2026
Office of the Execufive Engineer (E&M), Ichari dam invites online bids
from interested parites. Brief summary of tenderis given below ;
eTender Mo:- 06/EE(EEM)/Ichari dam/2026-27.

Name of work! supply /services etc. SITC of Superdsory conirol and
data acqguisition (SCADA)Y system at Ichari dam including 3-vear
comprehensive AMC of Complete SCADAsystem

Estimated cost: Rs. 40340103/ Plus GST extra

Date of availability of bid document on website: 01/09/2026
from16:00 Hrs,

Last date for submission of bids on website: 21/08/2026 up to 16:00
Hra

Far fuller & further details, kindly visit e-procurement portal
http:/fuktenders.gow.in”

Executive Engineer (E&M
“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY™

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Applications are invited under scheme of
'‘One Station One Product’ for setting up

Ghaziabad, Gurgaon, Meernut Cantt, Meenst city, Pataudi Road, Rohtak,
Samatka, Shamli, Sonipat.

Balabhgarh, Baraut, Deinl Azadpur, Dethl Kishan Gany, Delhi Satdurjung, Delhi
Saral Rohilta, Dechand, Fardabad, Fandabad Mew Town, Garhi Harsary,
Jakhal, Jird, Ehatzuli, Julana, Bhekra, Mangolpur, Mansa, Modinagar
Muracnagarn, Manghod, Marela, Manwana, Naya Ghaziabad, Mol Okhia, Paltam,
Fartapur, Sahibabad, Sakotl Tanda, Sampla, Shakurbastl, Shivajl Bridge, Tap,
Tilak Bridge, Tohana, Tughlakabad, Vivek Vihar,

Thie pericd for satbng up ol stall Trolley at Dedhi Jn., Burokshetra, Pakwal,
Gurgaaon, & Mearul Canit, Narela, Rohtak, Julana. Sampla Raibway Stations per
apell will be 90 daya

Registration feefor NSG 1, 2. 3 stations will be charged @ rate of Rs. 2000 for
aach spofl of therty days and for NSG 4,56 (Dedhi Kighamngan|, Deoband, Okhia,
shamdl, Taprl, Jind, Jakhal, Tolana, Mansa, Narwana, Baghpat Road, Khekra,
Manglol, Muradnagas, Khatauli, Meenst Cantt, Julana, Samplz, Shivaji Bridge,
Tilak Bridge, Ganadr, Tughlakabad, Fardabad Mew Town, Ballabhgarh, Palam,,
Dadhi Satdarjung, Parapor & Sakob Tanda Hallway Station registraban fea will
be charged & rate of Rz, 1000 for each spell of thirty days

Handicratt, Development Commissioner Handlcom, or by tha requisite
state/Central Govemment Authorty

Cooperative. Markating Devalopment Foederation of India Limited
(TRIFE D}/ Mational Handloom Development Corporation (MHDC L Khadi/ Village
Indusines Commission (KMIC)/assccisted with Social Organizations, State
Gowvl. bodies and associated with registerad micro anferprises on tha Udyam
Portal of the Ministry of MEME and MGOS ete,

= %o 759

H.O.:

(An Lttarakhand Govt. Enterprises) ¢l
"UJJWALY, Maharani Bagh, (5.M.5. Raad, Dehradun-245006
2TEI508, 2763808 & Fax- 0135- 2763507 dl
CIN Mo U401 0TUR2001 SGE025866, Website: www.ujvnl.com

(Telephones: 0135

Gelf Help Groups registersd with PMEGP (Prime Minlsters Employment
Genaration Programmea).

harginalized or weakor sechons ol sociely

g Moseparatelogo shall be allowed

fiai: 02/ 09 / 2008 = The applicant will have to submit an undertaking to the Station Superintendant

Open Tender Date extension notice-1

Due to unawvoidable circumstances the date of ‘submission and
opening of tender Mo 12/EE (Civil-lIIIYLMP/2026-27 invited by the
office of Executive Engineer (Civil-Ill), Lakhwar Multipurpose Project,
Dakpathar {Distt-Dehradun), are ravised as following:

Last date of downloading of bid: 08-08-2026 up to 13:30 hrs.
Last date of submission of documents in hard copy; 09-09-2026 up lo
13:30hrs.

- Applicetions should be addressed and can be sdbmitted fo  Station

indicating thatl mo activity would be underaken to advarsely atfact tha Fain
operallons, passenges safety and image of the Raiways

Superntandenl at slation by the applicant 1ill 15:00 hrs. of 08 .09 2028, which will
b Gpenad On Sarme day

Station Supenntendent will make pricrity roster of all approved paicipants and
priarty will be estabished through a draw of lots conduected at the station inthe
prasance af all approved applicants by the Station Managen' Sactional G and
neminated Finance representallve

: Due date for opening of Tender: 10-09-2026 up to 11:30 hrs, »  The One Station One Product scheme shall be governed by Aailway Board's
EE? Section 82 Cr. R.C. /84 BNSS Date - 26/0826 Sd/- For fuller & further delails. kindly visit Nigam's website Commercial Circutar No: 12 of 2022 and 09 of 2023 respectively available at
Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused Executive Engineer www. ujvnl.com Website: www.indianrailways.govin & URL.  hitps:/findianralways.goving
erson Dinesh S/o Chandrapal Rfo Village Rampur, Shahbad , . Executive Engineer (Civil-lll rallwayboard/uploads/directorate/tratfic_comm/Comm_Clr_2022/
pGuta, Fasiyam Mohalla, F'.S.I:Givil Linus,gl.l. =] hpas Committed | 128Rr2026-27/2606 MJP Dn. Parbhani T = e .. ; ; QEOPE20Policy.pof. & hitps:findianeailweys. gov.in/railwaybase/
. - ; uploads/directorate/tratlic_commComm_Cir_2023/CC%20%2009%
{or is suspected to have committed) the offence in case FIR No. 2001%202023.pd! For any queties applicani may contact Station
278/2023 Ujs 323/506/509/120B/376D/34 IPC, P.S. Bhalswa TENDER NOTICE Supearntendent or Gl of the respactive stations,
Dairy, Delhi &nd it has been retumed 1o a warrant of arest| | IREASANDIINIIIONYIROIUPS VIS GV N TENDER NOTICE gy o
thereupon issued that the said accused Dinesh cannot be found SR. NAME OF NAME OF WORK OPENING AMOUNT/ OF THE NODAL OFFICER/
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said] |™ i NOTICE TENDER PDATE (1TvIE) | IN RUPEES oA DETATLSEMATL NORTHERN RAILWAY
accusad Dinesh has absconded {or is concealing himseif to avoid (E-Auction Notice)
the service of the said warrant). MUNICIPAL REJUVENATION OF LEHRARA CLOSING Tha S, Dhvisianal Commercial Managen'G, Morthern Railway, Dalhi Division, Mew Delhi invites s-Auciion through IREPS
Prﬂﬂlamatiﬂn is herﬂ tll:" madﬂ !hai thE S-Eid a::used Dinush Ij-f 1 CORPORATION | POND NEAR DADA MOHAN DAS + DATE 1,96,28,308/- https://etﬁnders.hry.nic.in Xenhé)l‘ilfl(()ié?(g)liloa?l,com 1h‘l‘tp3:|'|'||'ﬁpg_gglll_|n|‘|- for aliatment of kil=e contracts of MFR at f-ﬂ"l::l'n'l'-l'lg rﬂ-hﬁ'ﬁ}' stations:
case FIR No. 278/2023 U/s 323/506/509/120B/376D/34 IPC, P.S. SONIPAT 3 WORKS 08.09.2026 E-Catalogue|  Type of Asset Station Date & Time
Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to — L =i 2 o - b E_'au':hm
answer the said complaint an or before 12.10.2026 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No- 48853/HRY ﬂd;gigpt- Wtflnvl E-"-:Ekerﬁ- Train No. 2247980 and 22485/86 S:HTT-IE»'.:ISE:EDEE
i X o . el pEng KEBTROr 3 i L]
By Order HARYANA SEEDS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED Adlui-ﬁzpl- DDIS UTS 290 UTS Counters over Dalhi Division, Stz::;:ﬁﬁj:::[;fﬂﬂzﬁ
Sh. Viplav Dabas o il S eI RO A ||
e ; - 5 (A STATE GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKING Avl-SHapl- DS PRS 165 PRS Counters aver Defhi Dhvisson =tart: 16082028
Additional Session Judge, Special Fast Track Court ’ bl
North District, Room No. 204, 2nd Floor BAYS 3-6, SECTOR-2 PANCHKULA 03-26 at 11:00 hrs
' e 2 Advi-Sept- flzing on Station | Shakur Ba: Start: 16092026
DP/ 12161/0N/2026 (Court Matter) Rohini Courts, Delhi U01122HR1974SGC007442 r | P g R ey
o ) ) w Advt-Sept- |Advertising cn Station | Shakur Bashb Start: 16.08.2026
U.P. POWER TRANSMISSION Notice is hereby given that following Share Certificates have been reported lost:- 03-26 | Premise (Non-Digital) at 11:00 hrs
CORPORATION LIMITED [Sr. | Name holder of Share | Share ' No. of Shares | Distinctive Adl'-i'::E?r;m- Head Rest Covers | Train Mo, 22439040, 22435136, 22447/48, 2246570 & 22425/26 Eta::'1;4.“:.][i:£:.2':lzﬁ
. . . No. certificate No. No. I SE— e — oo 1L e
- i - 1 Alvi-Sapl- Linapabe QCH Clusier-E, G F & D Sharl: 1609, 2028
Electy. Substation PeSIgn Circle-Ist [ |Sh. Raj Kumar S/o 3003 90 237988238077 s e ‘ c kot
13th Floor, Shakti Bhawan Extn. Sh. Jinda Ram, VPO-Kharia, Distt-Sirsa. 3626 30 257387-257416 Advt-Segh Unipote Modinagar Start 16.09 2026
s | || 2 [Sh.Balwan Singh S/o Sh. Mohan Lal, 1464 [ 4 216393-216396 Lt at 11:00 hrs
FIN“I‘ETES‘[-OF:EN fT(])E:ZNDElf32(I{Ei;T(]}Ei§]%EItl) R/0-156, New Agnaj Mandi, Hisar, Distt- 2010 12 223148-223159 ﬁ.d;;i.gpt- Wailing Rooma Baghpat Road, Shamli, Khekra, & Mansa, Railway Station S:T-I:E:.]EE:;iI.:IEE
or onstrucuon o no. ceacr i - T .
. Hisar. 2326 4 227741-227744 Advt-Sept- Passanges Mew Delhi, Delhi, Hazrat Nizamuddin, Anand Yihar Terminal, Defhil Starl: 1709 2026
Bay (Outdoor) (FOI' 132kV Sahjanwa TSS) at 2584 5 231606-231610 04-26 AnrauncEnan Sara Rohilla, Karnal, Kurukshetra, Panigat, Sonlpat, Meenst Cantt,,|  at 1100 hrs
220kV substation Dlﬂhipar Sant Kabir Nagar ob 2699 5 233010-233014 Systam [PAS) Meerui Cily, Muzaffarnagar, Sahibabad, Ghaziabad, Rohtak, Dafhi
s 2911 33 236256-236288 Shahdara, Faridabad, Palwal \
Turnkey Basis against E-tender Sp No. SD-1046.” 3055 17 239811-239827 Advt-Sept- Procurement and | Reserved Coaches of MallExpress Trains of Defhi Divisian Star: 17.09.2028
. 3402 50 249967-250016 04-26 Supply of Linen Bag at 11:00 hra
Tender ID 2026 PTRCL 1181632 1 Bld POI‘tal Advi-Sept- Fail Goach Chanakya Purl Starl: 17,09, 2026
o o - . I 3817 20 372273-372292 04-28 Restaurani at 11:00 hrs
(download & submission):| | | bae L 173226473270 Website particulars where complete details of E-Auction can be seen : hitps:/fireps.gov.n/ (E-Auction-Leasing)
www.etender.up.nic.in, Bidding: Online, EMD: 3 gﬁ ]iatliSh Kgma{l SI/S 56 New A 5364 15 498998-499012 SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 3026/2026
. . . . Balwan Singh, R/0-156, New Anaj
]S;‘lcl])gnsslo‘n Starglozog2202287992836Hiss’3(0)111-}lne The requests have been received for issuing above Duplicate Share Certificates. The public is hereby ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS, TRAINING , PENSION
1 upmission Cliosing: UY. , . IS., warned against purchasing or dealing on anyway with the above Share Certificates. Any person who has
Technical Bid Opening. 23.09.2026. 15:30 Hrs any claims in respect of the above said Share Certificates should lodge such claims with the Corporation AND PUBLIC GRIEVANCES DEPARTMENT
. T ’ ) | at its Registered Office at the address given above within 15 days of publication of this notice, after BLOCK'A, FOURTH FLOOR, J ANATA BHAWAN:
onwards. Bidders are advised to wvisit which no claim will be entertained and the Corporation will proceed to issue Duplicate Share DISPUR: GUWAHATI-6
- 1 Certificates. . . . .
e-portal regularly for amendments/corrigendum . : . . . Website: art.assam.gov.in | Email: artdept.assam@assam.gov.in
etc Email: seesdc? @llDDt el.or Mobile: After issuance of Duplicate Share Certificates, the original Share Certificates shall stand cancelled and
) '“ . -0r'g . u I any person dealing with the original Share Certificates shall be doing so at his/her risk as to costs and ADVERTISEMENT
9456001647, ““Save Electricity for Nation” R.O.| [consequences and the Corporation will not be responsible for it in any way.
No. 180/Date: 02.09.2026. Sdr- No0.769032/36: Applications are invited from citizens of India, as per the conditions
No.- 48850/HRY MANAGING DIRECTOR S . : . :
and qualifications given below, for selection to the following post in the Assam

State Information Commission under the Right to Information Act, 2005, as amended
from time to time:

JAMMU AND KASHMIR POLICE DISTRICT
POLICE HEADQUARTERS JAMMU

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR

0191-2561578 (0), 0191-254780 (F). email-sspjammu @ikpolice.gov.in OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FISHERIES, SRINAGAR Date from
Fisheries Complex Chattabal Srinagar-190010 £ . Terms of Last Date for
. SI. Name No. o which Abpoint (& Submissi ¢
Hue and Cry Notice RE-ADVERTISEMENT NOTICE No.|  of Post Post | post will pporntment & ubrmssion o
Rule N(). 712/191 Dhue o poor response in receipt of applicotions ffom the genernl public’sinkeholders, fesh applications are be vacant Condltlons Of Seerce Appllcatlon
. o imvined from the unemployedinizrested persona/FFPOsFisheries Cooperatives of Diistrict Srimagsr of LT v
SDPO City East, Jammu has intimated that accused person of Jammu and Kashmir who intend 10 cstablish Fisherics related units / Projects under ™ Pradban SMantr .
namely Lal Sll’lgh S/0O Jagat Sll’lgh R/O Reasi Driver of JKN- Mntsayn Sampada Yojann" (PRMMSY - 2026-27 The details of the activities/Comijparnenis s ns under State 1 As per the nght to 05th October
4813 is evading his arrest/wanted in case FIR No. 220/1992 U/S 5. Compuanent / Activity Category Targei Unit Cost Sulrsiay 1. Information (One) 04.10.2026| Information ACt, 2005, as 2026 ’
304-A RPC, of P/S Bahu Fort, Jammu. Despite repeated| |[®1 |Tres whesier for fif vending —|Wemen T 7 pm— Commissionex amended from time to timg
. . - = __ e of Uinii Cost for ..
ralc.ls/efforts the accused could not be traced/still al?sconded. o2 2::1:-::::":.'::-:“““”'tnl Plad Henaral v Ne s L_mi :.-L::tun:'.r - Terms and Conditions
i 1st_ther§fore re%u?Stid.that }ll)llle hal(lid fcr};hN(.)tlfe Oft.abovi 03 |Live Fish Viending Centre | Ul Na. 2000 for Women 1. The salary, allowances and other terms and conditions of appointment shall be as
Far=p FRT— - T 3 a C v & . . . . .
glelr} 10net ballf:c;luse tls/ Pegllg pu 1she 1 hor . € in orlma 1olntoCl Ij: Establishment of Troul Racewnay :: E-ﬁ.l(: UA) i'.j e *_2 uu‘j}ffﬂ; el provided under the Right to Information Act, 2005, as amended from time to time.
olice establishments ic in general having any clue relate : n = 8 = 35, g - . . . . e . .
“ £€ VINg afy ciu e R LA i B bR s for ST residing 2. Applicants should be persons of eminence in public life, having wide knowledge and
to the whereabouts / present location of above named accused, 06 | Motor Cycle with ice box ST(DAJIGUA) |03 Nos. [0.75 in Tribal . . . . . . .
kindly communicate the same on the below mentioned contact / 1_:.*.1;:_%5; experience in law, science and technology, social service, management, journalism,
it mass media, administration and governance.
Telephone numbers. : . i N .
The applications shall be recsived in the Diistrict Fisheries OiTice Brinagar by or before O8-0/9-2026 3. Candidates shall apply in the prescrlbed apphcatlon fOImat, which may be downloaded

Description Roll :-

durmng office hours, Mo application shall e entertained after the expire of stipulated time poriod. The
allotment/sandtion of the units shall be made stelotly kesping in view the feasibilityreligibility siatis

from the official website of the Administrative Reforms, Training, Pension and Public

Name Lal Slngh arrd Ln'rmlnhlln_? :'l_l' funds LI.T“."I..'T the l"..'h'.'.‘lTIE‘I. ~'I'|1-l: 4l!111IiL'nl11l 'l-'l-'hl:111:-ll'\-'l.' frlh:mh' submiied Lnrlrlhtnh-i.lnl Grievances Department (ARTPPG), Government of Assam, at art.assam.gov.in.
in response o previous advertlssment notloes lssued on the subject need not o apply afiresh ) . ) ) . X
S/O Jagat Singh Terms &Conditlons; - 4. The duly filled-in application along with personal Bio-data and supporting documents
. 1. The applicants will submit Deiailed Project Report (DPR) with full justification & shall be submitted in phvsical form to:
Address Reasi tochnical/'economical details, Including capital cost and the recurring cost, specific time lines For phy
Age 60-65 Years HEPSNEIRINOn OF Progset e The Secretary to the Government of Assam
Y, The applivants will provide documentary evidence of avellability of requisite land (either

Administrative Reforms, Training, Pension and Public Grievances Department
Block-D, 1st Floor, Janata Bhawan

owivregiatered loase docurment of 10 yvears) Dee Trom encroaschments and encumbmnces, soorces
afl Nnance like Banks consent o provide loan wwards the Non=subaldy portion of the pooject oost

Contacts/Telephone Numbers:- ; . ;
or declamiion by the beneficinry for owi nvesting, nocessary cloarmmnces permissions ofe

1. DP09 Jammu : 0191'25478075 0191-2561578 3. The shorn lsting of the sies with respect (o feasibility shall be caried out by the Dustrict Level Dispur9 Guwahatia Assam - 781006

2. SSP Jammu Mail I.D : sspjammu@jkpolice.gov.in Committse Kesping In view the topography, climatio canditions and other parsmeters of (he anes The application may also be sent (in soft copy form) through the official Government email
nimmanabile for astablishment of intended unies .

3. PCR Jammu : 0191-2605949 4. Tha Final Selecticon of tho bonaleinrios shill be the domain of Distriet Level Comamditos T Of the Department at al”tdept-assam@assam-gOV-ln-

vide Ciowl, Order Mo, SRl AlX) ol 2030 dated: | 5=-10-2030 ad shall b giaded by tha
rieceanary orderadguldelines/olariNoations lssued ln this regard from tme 1o dme 5

4. SP City South
5. SDPO City East
6. P/S Bahu Fort

: 0191-2430002
: 01912433778
: 0191-2475133

The applicant shall not be a Member of Parliament or Member of the Legislature of
any State or Union Territory, or hold any other office of profit, or be connected with
any political party, or carry on any business or pursue any profession.

Furiher detaills/ guidelines of the schame can e had from Diseicl Fisheries COiilios Chattabal Senaegas

and other subordinare offices at Nigeen, Anchar, Harwan and Parimpors during ofTice hours or visio
B Py o, o im

b1 B

Ansistant Frector Fishereis

IHstrict Srinagar

Sr. —
Superintendent of
Police Jammu

ATDF/IS2026-2T/ 46S-Th
Idmtwid ;= 000 =020 2 6
HIPFK-S23V036 — DATE 0 SEF 3026

Secretary to the Government of Assam

ARTPPG Department
N B

DIPR/D/IXP/125/3-SEP-26

DIP/J-9299/26 — DATE 02 SEP 2026
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Calendar

ideas about making money or increasing your earnings.
Admittedly, something unexpected might impact some-
thing that you own. So, guard your possessions against
loss, theft or damage. Tonight: Check your belongings.
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*CROSSWORD 6084 | « OVER THEHEDGE symicHAELFRY&TLEWIS | * ROYAL STARS BY GEORGIA NICOLS
E"H"ER SINCE
%ﬁﬁﬁ%@?ﬁ;ﬁ&%@ﬁ THEY ALL ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): You're impulsive and highly
STEALING FOOD?Z STARTED- r\{' creative. Today you might have an original idea that sur-
) Ew&*g AT prises everyone. Meanwhile, keep working hard, busting
( “X your buns. Tonight: Conversations.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You might have some unusual

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): This is an unusually powerful
day for you because the Moon is in your sign enhanced by
several planets. You'll be an effective communicator. How-

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): A friend might say or do some-
thing that catches you off guard today, or perhaps a
member of a group. Possibly, something in the news makes
you feel sympathetic to someone and you want to help.

ACROSS
1If rebuffed stay home (8)
5 “The Church’incomplete as

DOWN
1 Colour and become servile (4)
2 Putright - aslipping

ever, guard against impulsive, rash actions, because your
e CALVIN & HOBBES moods will change quickly. Tonight: You win.
CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): You might feel restless
I LONE ‘ EVERY SATURDAY T GET || THEM T WATCH mﬂ E today. Make no assumptions when dealing with authority
SATURDANS ! UP AT SIK AND EAT TILL MOON, AND IT'M I . figures because there is a possibility of confusion or mis-
THREE BOwWlS OF INCOHERENT AND understandings. Today you have strong ideas about shared
CRUNCHY SUGAR BOMBS, EE%E D“:E property, inheritances and debt. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

address for a priest (4) bandage? (7) Tonight: Be friendly.
9 A number enter with a 3 Written evidence of class
measure (5) distinction - or otherwise! (6,6) VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Keep your eye on authority fig-
10 End of clues or 4 Resolve to settle (6) nl] ures today, including parents. They might do something
anagram (7) . 6 Compelled tojump (5) tshatyouf least gi(lrl)ecl’i.flt can betm!nor, orit coulﬁ beitrrr]\ajor.
11 Mldnlor( go6l)e in yet another 7 Weather men caught in a X ng:?oob )_/r(())l:] :glh : (;(3) u'?e: e\:\:jar?]?reodlmprove your health or
swinale (o, flurry of sleet (8) . : .
13 Resultstrangelyinaglossy 8 Communal study of US coal ° MARVIN BY TOMARMSTRONG ' .
appearance (6) isvery involved (6,6) LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): Travel plans might be inter-
14 Not quite a fifty majority (6) 12 Blundering on stage 'M MIKEY. PEOPLE MAGAZINE = EQ 9 ruptedtoday. Or you might suddenly have totravel when
17 He’s generally responsible perhaps (8) CHOSE ME AS THE MOST YOL WANT you didn't expect to d;) SO. Meanwhllq,);]ou Ilwlantto helpa
for n30K1r;igfsceges (4,8) 15 Turns in revue do appear to ADORABLE TODDLER OF THE YEAR MY _ partner or someone close to you. Tonight: Explore.
;;)liizvifle oorfenlil;f::)tfsae 7 :)z zﬁﬁi (t7h)at’s shyuptoa - = ATCORAPH? g ; SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Think twice before you
television (5) point (6) § rrL make an important financial decision today, especially if
22 Painterinvolvedinyoga(4) 18 High attic required by youth i giving someone else money or sharing something. Also,
23 All right for light and water leader (5) i guard against an obsession. Tonight: Check your finances.
4,4) 19 Check key lubricant (4)

Y i SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): A partner or close
SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 6083 ACROSS: 1 Reinstate, 8 Arena, 9 Capital, 10 i pra friend E?'ght throw you da g““’eba” to.dahy'ge.realdyfor X
Rig out, 11 Athens, 12 Flagging, 15 Sanskrit, 18 Evolve, 20 Averse, 21 Habitat, 22 f something unexpected. someone might be jealous or they
Exile, 23 Tailoress DOWN: 2 Exact, 3 Noised, 4 Transfer, 5 Eating, 6 Deposit, 7 ; might misunderstand something, even a gesture of gener-
Castigate, 11 Apostates, 13 After all, 14 Inherit, 16 Kismet, 17 Hosier, 19 Vials L osity or caring on your part. Tonight: Be cooperative.

P

JUMBLED WORDS CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Your work routine will be
'f.}ﬂ interrupted today. Guard against obsessing about some-
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make DIFFICULTY LEVEL3s | . 5 . thing, perhaps meeting a deadline or going by the rule-

J 1€Ju INSTRUCTIONS T 318 N 1912131541861 S : . )
proper words and move them to the respective circles below. | . | <t il e el book. Keep things in perspective. Tonight: Be organised.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the To solve aSudoku 5 3 © 3/5/8l17!6(118(24
answer for the given quip. fop) puzzle, every digit from L | ' - f——- b —1 AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB19): Parents should be extra

dyowllb d on; stand tall and yow’ll b QN | ltodmustappearin 1 8 9 2 114/ 6/9 8/ 2|5/7,3 Poedl  vigilant about their kids today b this ident
Stoop and you'll be stepped on; stand talland yow'llbe _____- =t  eachofthe ninevertical . o | E | vigilant about their kids today because this is an accident-
Carlos A. Urbizo (4,2) ©  columns,ineachofthe 38 5 4 a2 2.8/ 716/9/314/1/5 prone day. Furthermore, information about social outings,
DLVAQ CLEATS 2 | andineach ofthe i 5] | 6| | > | |[9]1/3]4(2[5|7/8]6 o Tonight Havesometun oo rocr ket
= == % o E and in each of the nine ) : )
T, e e e g ! (Jp] ! | . . | |
‘ | Ea . I O© | boxes.
. - . a 4 = 89 % 465|181 7]3/9 2 W PISCES(FEB20 - MAR 20): Your home routine
EFUST ADELNH C?) DIFFICULTY LEVEL F i 2 1 = 6134|2781 _ 59 will be interrupted today. Small appliances might
) ' Y YY) 1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy; =1 | ol TG el 1alalal Tal - Dbreakdown or something unexpected could happen.
o ’ . ‘ A AN 3s = Medium; 4s = Hard; _E - E — Y 3 S 7 E 1.3 E gii Someone might appear at your door. Confusion about
0z194M "V SO|1e) 5s = Very Hard; 15| 8 o 8211514916 3|7 money and possessions is likely. Get all your facts
-1810YS 37 ||,N0A pue ||e1 puess ‘uo paddais aq ||,n0A pue dooiS :yIMSNY 6s = Genius ' : D : S before you have a reaction or decide to take action.
a|pueH ‘a)1se) ‘snia4 ‘pIoAY :SNOILNTOS | Tonight: Relax athome.

HUDCO held its 56th Annual General
Meeting, where CMD Sanjay Kulshrestha
highlighted the Company’s strongest-ever
operational and financial performance
amid global uncertainties. During FY
2025-26, HUDCO recorded Rs. 1,64,758
crore in loan sanctions and Rs. 51,194
crore in disbursements. Its loan book grew to Rs. 1,60,724 crore, while total income rose
29% to Rs. 13,327 crore and net profit surged nearly 49% to a record Rs. 4,034 crore. Net
worth stood at Rs. 21,977 crore, with Gross NPA at 1.04% and Net NPA at 0.05%. Kulshrestha
also highlighted HUDCQ’s growing role in urban infrastructure through its Urban Invest Window,
supporting sustainable, resilient and inclusive urban development across India.

TOLIC: Anshuli Arya, IAS Secretary, | ,',|'fr“n |
Department of Official Language, MoHA, !p ” i

GOI & Dr. Vikas Kumar, Chairman, TOLIC
Delhi (Undertaking-2) and Managing
Director, DMRC recently presented
Trophy/Shield to T.D. Mairal, GM
(HRM/Rajbhasha) along with other
officials in token of appreciation for
publication of 20 th edition of NBCC’s Hindi In-house magazine. Additionally, during the same meeting
in the Individual Employee category, Jai Ram, AGM (Finance), Vandana Ojha, Manager (Official
Language), Ramesh Kumar Vaish, Manager (HRM) & Arvind Kumar Srivastava, Executive, (NBCC)
have also received awards for their outstanding performances in various Rajbhasha competitions.

| NTPC launches its three-month
Vigilance Awareness Campaign
2026 at Scope Complex, New
Delhi. Rashmita Jha, IRS, Chief
Vigilance  Officer  formally
inaugurated the campaign, which
. will be conducted from 17 th
g : August to 16 th November 2026 as
a prelude to the Vigilance Awareness Week 2026. On the occasion, the CVO also unveiled the
revamped Corporate Vigilance Intranet page. The campaign being conducted under the theme
“Probity for Prosperity” will focus on five key areas identified by the CVC: disposal of pending
complaints, disposal of pending cases, capacity-building programmes, digital initiatives &
contract management. Addressing the gathering, the CVO urged vigilance officials to enhance the
reach, quality & impact of preventive vigilance & outreach programmes during the campaign.

REC LTD, through its CSR arm
REC Foundation, has been
honoured with the “GEEF Global
CSR Award 2026” under the
category “CSR Excellence in
Sports Development & Inclusion
2026”, presented during the Global
WaterTech Summit 2026 in New Delhi. The award recognises REC’s continued commitment to
using sports as a powerful tool for youth empowerment, inclusion and community
development, creating opportunities and enabling aspiring talent across the country. REC’s
CSRinterventions in the sports sector reflect its focus on nurturing talent, promoting inclusivity
and creating avenues for youth to realise their potential. By supporting sports development, REC
Foundation continues to contribute towards building @ more inclusive and empowered society.

' RAILTEL LTD organised the Akhil
Bharatiya Rajbhasha Sammelan in
¢ | Kolkata to promote the effective and
4Bl progressive use of Hindi as the Official

w8 Language and discuss emerging

L opportunities and challenges. The
1 programme featured the release of a
special issue of RailTel’s Official
Language magazme ‘Tavishi’, and presentatlons on the organisation’s Rajbhasha initiatives.
Sanjai Kumar, CMD, RailTel, empha3|sed encouraging employees from non-Hindi-speaking
regions to learn and use Hindi in official work while according equal respect to all Indian
languages. The conference also featured an expert session on “Artificial Intelligence and Official
Language: Opportunities, Challenges and the Future”, along with discussions by language
experts. News-reading and Hindi quiz competitions were also organised, reinforcing RailTel’s
commitment to Hindi, knowledge-sharing and linguistic diversity.

i |

RECPDCL handed over Luhri Power Transmission Ltd, the prO|ect -specific Special Purpose
Vehicle, to the successful bidder, Terralight Solar Energy Tinwari Private Ltd,on 21 August
2026. Terralight Solar Energy Tinwari Private Ltd emerged as the successful bidder through the
TBCB process conducted by RECPDCL, the Bid Process Coordinator, for establishment of
“Transmission system for Evacuation of Power from Sunni Dam HEP And Luhri Stage -1 HEP”
on a Build, Own, Operate and Transfer (BOOT) basis. The project is scheduled for
commissioning by 15.10.2029, matching with schedule of the hydro generation projects
(SDHEP/LHEP-I), at an estimated cost of Rs. 839.55 crores.

SBI centre of excellence for MSME, Gurugram celebrated its first anniversary with a series of
initiatives focused on strengthening India’s MSME ecosystem through capacity building,
research, innovation, and collaboration. The event was graced by Rajesh Kumar, DMD, Retail
- Agri & SME, Shrirang Ketkar CGM Credit Review Department & Satyabrata Mohapatra, CGM
& Head, STU, Corporate Centre, Mumbai along with other officials. A key highlight of the
celebrations was the signing of an MoU between IMI, New Delhi & the Centre of Excellence for
MSME. The event also featured a high-level panel discussion on “Meeting the Credit Gap in
MSMEs: Frictionless Lending and Public Tech Platforms”, focusing on technology-led and
data-driven approaches to improving MSME credit access. The first anniversary marks a
significant milestone in the CoE’s journey towards empowering MSMEs, fostering innovation
and contributing to the vision of a stronger, resilient and globally competitive MSME sector.

MPPMCL A Memorandum of Understanding has been signed between MPPMCL and UPPCL
to collaborate on power procurement on complementary basis & medium-term power banking
arrangements, leveraging the distinct seasonal demand patterns of the two states. The MoU
was signed by G.S. Khanooja, Chief General Manager (Non-Conventional Energy), MPPMCL,
& Deepak Raizada, Director (Planning), UPPCL, under the visionary leadership of Ashish
Kumar Goyal, IAS, Chairman, UPPCL and Vishesh Garpale, IAS, Secretary (Energy), GoMP The
landmark initiative has been undertaken under the able guidance of Manish Singh, IAS,
Principal Secretary (Energy), GoMP that reflects the progressive and forward-looking approach
of both institutions towards innovative power sector reforms.

SAIL has welcomed the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act,
2026, notified on August 17, describing it as a significant reform for the mineral sector. The
amendment introduces greater clarity and uniformity in mineral taxation and levies while
addressing pending retrospective levies. For SAIL, which operates captive iron ore and coal
mines, the reform is expected to improve mining viability, support investment and strengthen
long-term raw material security. Increased viability and development of captive mines could
also enable greater availability of iron ore in the domestic market. The reform is expected to
supportinvestment, production, mineral security and reduced import dependence.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

CBol: A Retail Camp was organized by the
Dehradun Region on August 21, 2026, with the
| objective of providing customers with information
‘4 about CBI's various retail loan schemes and
b financial services. The special event was organized
at Four Leaf Hotel, Rajpur Road, Dehradun. The
program was graced by the chief guest, Kaushal
Kumar, Principal, DAV along with Rajat Bajaj, Regional Head, CBI India, Dehradun and other officials.
The program ensured that the customers were well informed about various retail loan schemes
offered by the bank, including home loans, vehicle loans, personal loans, and other banking facilities.
Approximately 50 customers participated in the camp, & loans amounting to Rs. 40 Crore were
sanctioned during the event. Kaushal Kumar, appreciated the bank’s customer -centric initiatives.

NBCC: The commencement of two [
major development projects in Delhi-
NCR marks a significant step in |
strengthening the strategic partnership |
between NBCC and HUDCO. Bhoomi
Pujan ceremonies were held in the
presence of HUDCO CMD Sanjay
Kulshreshtha, NBCC CMD Dr. K. P Mahadevaswamy and senior officials. The larger prOJect an
Integrated Office Complex at Sector-62, Noida, entails an investment of approximately Rs. 485.20
crore, with a built-up area of 82,617 sg. m. and a 4-Star GRIHA Rating target. The second project,
a Commercial Development at Kaushambi, Ghaziabad, costs approximately Rs. 34.64 crore and
covers 6,400 sq. m., targeting a 3-Star GRIHA Rating. The projects combine HUDCO’s financial
strength with NBCC’s execution expertise to advance sustainable urban infrastructure.

URDU ACADEMY organised a Mushaira on Jashn-e-Azadi at Hindi Bhawan, ITO, New Delhi.
Renowned poets from different parts of the country participated and presented their poetry before
a large audience. The programme commenced with Secretary Lekhraj welcoming Chief Guest Atif
Rashid, former Vice Chairman, National Commission for Minorities, GOI. Haroon Hussaini and
Uzair Quddusi welcomed Firoz Bakht & Abdul Majid Nizami. The mushaira was presided over by
renowned Hindi poet Dikshit Dankauri, while Ejaz Ansari conducted the proceedings. The poet
presented verses on freedom, patriotism, love, brotherhood and national unity, receiving warm
appreciation from the audience. The program concluded with Athar Saeed conducting the
proceedings with thanking all the guests, poets, organisers and audience members.

PNB inaugurated its Dedicated Stock Broker
Branch in Mumbai, located opposite the iconic
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) Building. The
ceremony was attended by PNB MD & GEQ Shri
Ashok Chandra, BSE MD & CEO Shri
“ " ¢ Sundararaman Ramamurthy, BSE Clearing
S5 1 Limited MD & CEQ Smt. Vaisshali Babu, and
2 senior PNB officials, along with representatives
from BSE, NSE, MCX and key stakeholders The branch aims to provide stock brokers with
seamless, end-to-end financial services and state-of-the-art banking solutions. Its core offerings
include e-FDR in collaboration with NSE Clearing Corporation, e-BG, overdraft against securities and
Bank Guarantee limits, supported by efficient service and strong relationship management.

BOOK LAUCH: Award-winning
bestselling author Kevin Missal
celebrated the launch of his latest
mythological novel, Parashurama,
on August 14 at Refuge, Greater
Kailash Il, New Delhi. The launch
coincided with his birthday, turning
the evening into a double >
celebration attended by leading figures from India’s publishing and book mdustry The novel
follows Rama, the sixth avatar of Lord Vishnu, and marks the beginning of the Parashurama
Trilogy. The event featured an engaging pop quiz, the unveiling of the book and its cinematic
trailer, along with a surprise birthday cake from the Prakash Books and Fingerprint teams.

ANONDITA MEDICARE LTD has received in-principle approval from the National Stock
Exchange of India (NSE) for its proposed Rights Issue of up to Rs. 109.78 crore. The fund raise will
support manufacturing expansion, product diversification and growth across domestic and
international markets. The company reported strong FY26 performance, with revenue of Rs.
1,374.16 crore, EBITDA of Rs.515.09 crore and net profit of Rs. 342.97 crore. Anondita Medicare,
which manufactures male and female condoms under its flagship “COBRA’ brand, has also
secured MDSAP certification, strengthening its presence in regulated global markets. The
proposed issue remains subject to applicable regulatory approvals and compliances.

New Delhi




THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Sport

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2026

19
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On BCCI's menu: Roadmap for
2027 WC, injury management

=

Board secretary
Saikia will convene
meeting with
Gambhir, Gill,
Agarkar & Laxman

DevendraPandey &
VenkataKrishnaB
Mumbai/Chennai,
September 2

THE INDIAN team having
learnt a few harshlessons dur-
ing the white-ball tour of the
United Kingdom, the cricket
boardis planningtoroll outa
roadmap for the men’s team
with an eye on the 2027 ICC
World Cup and a focus on in-
jurymanagement. On Thurs-
day, BCCI secretary Devajit
Saikiawill convene ameeting
that will be attended by cap-
tain Shubman Gill, head
coach Gautam Gambhir, head
of cricket VVS Laxman, chair-
man of selectors Ajit Agarkar.

One of the key aspects re-
garding the World Cup prep-
arationsinsouthernAfricain
October-November 2027 will
be managing the players’
workload. With the IPL sched-
uledinthesummerattheend
of another busy calendar, the
team managementis pushing
for a carefully planned work-
load management pro-
gramme, as it fears it could
againend uplosing playersto
fitnessissuesatakeyjuncture.

Beginning September,
India are scheduled to play a
string of ODI series including
three at home against West
Indies, followed by fivein New
Zealand and three each at
home against Sri Lanka and
Zimbabwe early next year. Be-
fore and between the 50-over
commitments, they have
T20Is against Afghanistan,
WestIndies, New Zealand and
Sri Lanka. Besides, they have
two important Test series —
onein New Zealand and then
the five-match Border-Gavas-

_—

Recent defeats, including the England ODI series under Gambhir and Gill, will be reviewed. creimas

kar Trophy at home before
next edition’s IPL.

Given such a gruelling
schedule, thereisahuge ques-
tion mark on whether the
players would get sufficient
time to work on their fitness
programmes. It is learnt that
team’s strength and condi-
tioningcoach Adrian Le Roux
has already chalked out the
planwith an eye onthe World
Cup.Theideaisfortheplayers
toreachthe peakfitnesslevels
at the tournament.

But, given the players’ fre-
quent breakdowns, the BCCI
wantsall stakeholdersaligned
on the same page. The BCCI
and Centre of Excellence
(CoE) have faced criticismre-
cently over a raft of players
breaking down ahead of cru-
cial tours, with many re-
portedly lacking confidence
inthe CoE.Seemingly,acom-
munication gap evident be-
tween players, the CoE, and
the selection committee.
Therehasbeen atleastonein-
stance where the selection
committee wasn’t informed
that pace spearhead Jasprit

Itis learnt that team’s
strengthand
conditioning coach
Adrian Le Roux has
already chalked out
the planwith an eye
onthe World Cup. The
idea s fortheplayers
toreachthe peak fit-
nesslevels at the tour-
nament

Bumrah wasn’t fit for a tour.

A similar situation could
arise after the next IPL if the
workload management plan-
ning doesn’t start now and
isn’t followed properly.

PostIPL, the Future Tours
Programme (FP)isn’t chalked
out yet, but the Asia Cup is
scheduled in Bangladesh.
With ODI gaining promi-
nence, theteam management
wants the best eleven to take
the field with only bowlers
granted the exemption (ifthe
situation demands).

They will also review

India’s T20 losses in Ireland
and England, as India seek to
avoid a similar story repeat-
ing, which could potentially
jeopardise their World Cup
planning. The resultsbeing re-
viewed make for grim reading.
Indialostthe two-match T20I
seriesinIreland2-0OinJune,a
defeat that ended arun of 16
unbeaten series stretching
nearly three years for the
reigning T20 World Cup
champions.

The tour of England that
followed wasworse: Indialost
the five-match T20I series 4-
0,witha125-rundefeatin Not-
tingham among the low
points, before salvaging some
prideinthe ODIs, winningthe
opener in Birmingham but ul-
timately losing that series 2-1
aswell.

Hardik’s future

It is understood that dur-
ing the meeting, the team
managementwill alsoseekto
understand where Hardik
Pandyasitsin terms of his fit-
ness and availability. While
Indiawanthiminthe ODI set-

e BCCIINTALKS WITH
CSAFORODISERIES

® The BCClisin talks with Cricket
South Africato squeeze inan ODI
series, which would be anideal
preparation for the 2027 World
Cup. Since touring the Rainbow
nationin 2024 for a T20Is series,
India hasn’t played the World Cup
co-hostsinthe current FTP.

® After arequest fromthe Indian
team management, the BCClisin
talks with CSA for an ODI series
comprising four-six matches
leading up to the World Cup,
which could serve asanideal
preparation and a chance to get
acclimated to the conditions.

® Withthe new FTP still not
drawn, placing the series right
before the World Cup won’t face
anyissues as well.
.|

up, he hasn’t featured in one
since the Champions Trophy
in2025. The all-rounder is cur-
rently recovering at the CoE
and wasn’t named for the
T20Is against Afghanistan.

SoforPandyatofitintothe
ODIset-up, howIndiamanage
to integrate remains a ques-
tion. Will they take the brave
step and draft him into the
ODI set-up or make him play
the Vijay Hazare Trophy re-
mains to be seen. But what is
beyond doubtisthathispres-
encewouldbolstertheteam’s
balance.

Similarly, with an eye on
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
and therecentstruggles of In-
dianbatsmeninspin-friendly
conditions, in the upcoming
Ranjiseason, the curatorsare
likely to be instructed to roll
out spin-friendly conditions
wherever possible. A zonal cu-
rator will oversee the pitch
preparationsin Ranji Trophy.
Inthe ongoing Duleep Trophy,
based on the instructions,
spin-friendly pitches were
rolled out at the CoE for the
quarterfinals and semi-finals.

Women's Asia Cup: Return to basics fuels Charani’s rapid rise

Express News Service
Mumbai, September 2

FIVE DAYS before she com-
pleted ayearininternational
cricket, on 23 June, N Sree
Charani was crowned the
number 1-ranked T20Ibowler
inwomen's cricket. The stag-
gering rise was accentuated
by her performance in this
year's Women's T20 World
Cup. Although India could not
make it past the group stages
in England, Charani stood
atopthewicket-takers'leader-
board, with 14 scalps.

Since her T20I debut in
April last year, the left-arm
spinner has taken 44 wickets
in T20I cricket - the highest

among bowlers from Test-
playing nations. After yet
another decent outing in the
team's 2026 Women's Asia
Cupopeneragainst Thailand,
where he took a couple of
wickets for 10 runs, Charani
found praise from the team's
bowling coach, Aavishkar
Salvi, who said she had been
impactful from the very start
ofherIndiajourney.

"Ithink she (Sree Charani)
is an exceptional talent. She
has created an impact from
day one that she has stepped
into the Indian women's
cricket team. And one year
down the line, you see where
she has reached in the rank-
ings as well. I think she is

someone who focuses majorly
onherbasicswhilesheis prac-
tising in the nets," Salvi told
reporters on Wednesday,
ahead ofIndia'ssecond fixture
against Hong Kong.

Keen learner

Salvialsosaid that Charani
was a keen learner and puts
herselfindifferentsituations
to gain something that could
add to her bowling.

"She wants to learn some-
thingeveryday. Andifyousee
the practice sessions, you will
see every single time that she
comesinto the nets, she chal-
lenges herselftodifferent, dif-
ferent situations. She tries to
express herselfin the netstoo,"

he added.

Although Harmanpreet
Kaur &Co.'stitle chargebegan
with a commanding 94-run
triumph over Thailand, In-
dia's mid-innings collapse -
losing eight wickets for 46
runs-wasa cause for concern.
Salvi, though, shrugged it off,
saying, "That's the nature of
the sport. We are playing T20
cricket. Soit's not that every
time that we getinto (thefield)
wewill be executing our plans.
There will be times when we
will probably not execute the
plans as great as we would
have wanted to."

Indiavs Hong Kong,
Jrom8pmonSony Sports
Network and Sony LIV

¢ INDIATOHOSTWCT

® The inaugural Women’s Cham-
pions Trophy will take place from
February 14-28 next year, was on
Wednesday shifted to India from
original hosts SriLanka by the In-
ternational Cricket Council.

® All the matches of the six-team
event will be played at the Cricket
Club of Indiain Mumbai and the
Vadodara International Cricket
Stadiumin Vadodara. The tourna-
mentis set to be playedin T20I
format. The teams taking partin
the tournament will be Australia,
England, India, New Zealand,

South Africaand SriLanka. ENS

Tilak issues yet another red-ball
captain’s knocks

notice with

Shankar Narayan
Mumbai, September 2

TILAK VARMA had already
played one captain’s innings
in the firstinnings of the Du-
leep Trophy semifinal against
North Zone. On Wednesday,
heplayed another, very differ-
entone.

Afterhisunbeaten116 had
rescued South Zone in the
first innings, Tilak made 51
not out from 79 balls in the
second innings to guide his
side through achase of181 and
into the final at the BCCI
Centre of Excellence Ground
2inBengaluru.South reached
182/3, winning by seven
wickets, with R Smaran un-
beaten on 32.

For Tilak, the two perform-
ances made a strong red-ball
statement. He hasestablished
himself in India’s T20 setup,
but his two knocks in Benga-
luru showed another side to
hisbatting. The first required
him torebuild after South had
been reduced to 80/5. In the
second, he had to play thean-
chorand ensure the chasedid
not become difficult.

Itwasareminder of where
Tilak stood as ared-ball bats-
man. Hiswhite-ball progress
has come quicker, but this
was achancetoshowthathe
had another gear in his bat-
ting. Acrosstwo differentin-
nings, headapted tothesitu-
ation without moving away
from his strengths. For a
player hoping to push his
case for higher red-ball hon-
ours, that was as important
astheruns.

There were moments,
however, when the chase
could have become tricky.

Ricky Bhuiand N Jagadee-
san had given South a solid
start, putting on 64 for the first
wicket. Bhui wasthe more ag-
gressive of the two, particu-
larly againstleft-arm spinner
Abid Mushtaq, and made 42
from 53 balls before North’s
short-ball plan worked.

Gurnoor Brar, bowling
from around the wicket, kept
digging the ball in. Bhui
eventually fell tothe ploy and
gave himself room to cut
another short delivery but
found Anshul Kambojatdeep
third man. An over later,
Mushtaq beat Shaik Ra-
sheed’s forward defence and
bowled him for one. From
64/0, South were 65/2, and
Tilak walked in with his side
needing some stability. He
began with an on-drive for
four off Mushtaq, but did not
trytoforcethe pace afterthat.
Brar continued testing him
with the short ball, while
Mushtaq remained North’s
biggest threat. Tilak took 28
balls to reach double figures.
North needed wickets to stay
inthe game; Tilakensured he
held his end firmly.

With Jagadeesan, he took
South past 100 before Mushtaq
provided another opening. He
drew the right-hander for-
ward, got the ball to turn past
him, and wicketkeeper Kan-
haiya Wadhawan completed
the stumping. South were

| 102/3, still 79 runs away. Again,

Already established in India’s T20 set-up, Tilak Varma made acase
for his red-ball batting with scores of 116* and 51*. p1i

Padikkalrises,
Gilland Bumrah
slipinlatestICC
Testrankings

New Delhi: India skipper
Shubman Gill and Jasprit
Bumrah both dropped two
and one spots respectively in
the latest ICC Test rankings.
Devdutt Padikkal, however,
made gains in the rankings
goingup to the 54th spot.

Padikkal was India’s best
batter on the tour of the Island
nation with 328 runs across two
Tests with two centuries,
moved up five places to reach
54th. He had scored 117 in 193
ballsinthe second Test, his sec-
ond century of the two-Test
series, and was dismissed about
eight oversbefore the end of the
first day’s play. In the first Test
atGalle, he had slammed 167in
the firstinnings and helped his
team win by 165 runs.

Gill, who returned with only
one half-century across three
innings on the Sri Lanka tour,
slipped two positions to reach
ninth as wicketkeeper-batter
Rishabh Pant remains the high-
estranked Indian batter in Test
cricket at seventh.

There was no change in
position for Yashasvi Jaiswal as
the Indian opener is ranked
outside thetop10 at11th. How-
ever, ace pacer Bumrah lost his
second spot in the rankings for
Test bowlers and is now placed
third behind Australia’s Mit-
chell Starc and New Zealand’s
Matt Henry. England bowler
Ollie Robinson also made gains
after his 8-wicket hail vs Pakis-
tan across 2 Tests, comingin at
the 5th position. Bumrah had
missed the tour of Sri Lanka
owing to an impact injury on
his knee which has sidelined
him from action since mid July.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

Tilak did not panic.

The on-drive was his most
productive shot, bringing him
15 runs, including three
boundaries. One of his best
came when Anshul Kamboj
returned to the attack, and
Tilak drove him beautifully
for four. Early on, there was
little need to take risks. He
was happy to wait for the
bowlers to bowl to his

strengths. Once settled,
though, he began showing
more of hisrange.

Inthe 35th over, Tilak went
after Mushtaq. He first re-
verse-swept him past short
third man for four and then
played a paddle sweep for
another boundary. Mushtaq
had taken twowicketsandre-
mained North’s best hope of
stayinginthe game. Tilakwas
now starting to take control.

Smaran, meanwhile,
made suretheburdendid not
remain entirely on his cap-
tain.

The highest run-scorer of
the 2025-26 Ranji Trophy sea-
son began carefully before
growing in confidence. He
drove well through the covers,
attacked Nishant Sindhu
down the ground and later
struck Mushtaq for six

The pair complemented
each other well. Tilak stayed
in controlwhile Smaran grad-
ually increased the tempo.
North’s fielding also became
sloppy as the target came
closer, withone Smarandrive
going through the cover
fielder’s legs.

Mushtaq continuedto find
some turn, but the pitch did
not offer the kind of help
Harsh Dubey had enjoyed on
Ground 1 during East Zone’s
chase against Central Zone a
day earlier.

By the time Sindhu began
getting more turn late in the
chase, South were already
close tovictory.

Tilak finished the match
himself, punching Qamran
Igbal for four. His unbeaten
51 contained eight bound-
aries, while Smaran finished
unbeatenon 32 from42balls.
Their unbroken 80-run
fourth-wicket stand took
South home.

For Tilak, it capped afine
semifinal. His unbeaten 116
had helped South recover
and take afirst-inningslead.
His second innings was less
dramatic, but just as impor-
tant as the first.

India already know what
Tilak can offerin T20 cricket.
Over four days in Bengaluru,
he showed that his game can
stretch well beyond it.

BRIEF SCORES: North Zone
195 (Qamran Igbal 76; Vid-
wath Kaverappa 4/66) & 297
(Sanat Sangwan 76; MD Nid-
heesh 5/56)lost to South
Zone 312 (Tilak Varma 116
not out; Gurnoor Brar 4/88)
& 182/3 (Tilak Varma 51 not
out; Abid Mushtaq 2/55) by
seven wickets.

FINAL: East Zone vs South
Zone, September 6 onwards

Friends, family informed Pakistan
players about axe in mid series

Express News Service
Mumbai, September 2

PAKISTAN'S TOUR of Eng-
land has collapsed into the
kind of chaosthatevenbythe
PCB's own turbulent stan-
dards stands out. Two Tests
lost, an innings-and-103-run
defeat at Headingley and a
194-rundefeatatLord's, were
followed by seven players and
two coachesbeing senthome
midway through the series, a
senior selector resigning in
protest, and Pakistan'sown di-
rector of high performance
going on television to defend
the decision hisown commit-
tee had made.
Accordingtoanaccountin
The Telegraph, the players
learned they were being sent
home not from team manage-
ment, but from friends and
family messagingthem toask
ifthey'd seen the news.
Several were wandering
around London on a day off,
or sitting in the team hotel,
when the PCB's statement

1

The PCB was reportedly
unhappy with Mohammad
Rizwan’s (L) influenceinthe
dressing room. Ap

began circulating on social
media. One player, who be-
lieved he had performed sat-
isfactorily across the series,
read the pressrelease twice be-
fore accepting it wasn't fake.
Nobody had told the seven,
Imam-ul-Haq, Mohammad
Rizwan, AliUsman, Khurram
Shahzad, Salman Ali Agha,
AamerJamal and Awais Zafar,
inadvance.

The Telegraph's reporting
alsoshedslight onwhytwo of
the more senior names were
singled out. Rizwan'sremoval,

per its sources inside the
camp, wasn'tonly about form:
the PCB is understood to be
unhappywith hisinfluencein
thedressingroom, seeinghim
as an increasingly disruptive
presence, with his shot selec-
tion through the series re-
portedly frustrating senior fig-
ures in  both team
management and the board.

Imam, meanwhile, re-
mains at the centre of the
storm over his calf injury; he
did notbatineitherinningsat
Lord's, and the PCB has de-
manded a full account of
when he first reported the
problem, what medical evalu-
ation was carried out during
the Test, and why he was ulti-
mately unable to bat.

The coaching axings have
their own backstory too, per
the same report. Sarfaraz
Ahmed, 39, had coached only
atthe Ul9level, and in a two-
Test series in the Caribbean,
before being handed the sen-
ior Testjob, asurprise appoint-
ment to many at the time.

‘Nonsense’ Dukes maker rubbishes Root remarks

Tanishq Vaddi
Hyderabad, September 2

JUSTDAYS after England cap-
tain Joe Root attributed his
frequent LBW dismissalsinre-
cent times to, what he de-
scribed as, the changed nature
of the Dukes ball, the manu-
facturer said the red cherry
was being manufactured in
the same way it has always
been.

Rootwas speakingafterthe
second Test against Pakistan
at Lord's, a game where
seamers managed to get a lot
of assistance. “I think there’s
a different lacquer to them.
I’'ve not got evidence on that.
They don’t want them to go
out of shape and get them
changed,” Root said.

ButDilip Jajodia, owner of
British Cricket Balls Ltd that
produces the Dukes ball, was
having none of'it.

“That'snonsense,” Jajodia
told The Indian Express em-
phatically. “There's nothing
different with theballs," while
addingthat it was unrealistic
to expect every cricket ball to

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

behave the same way.

“Cricket balls are not like
anengineering product made
outof metal. Thisis made out
of natural raw materials.
There is always variation in
natural raw materials.”

Thehidesused tomakethe
Dukesball are extracted from
a breed of cattle called Aber-
deen Angus reared in Scot-
land. Theyarethentannedin
the Scottish town of Chester-
field. The raw material is sent
totheirunitsinIndiaand Pak-
istan for stitching, and
brought back to England for
finishingtouchesattheir fac-
tory in Walthamstow.

“It's hand-made by a
human being. There will al-
waysbe slight variations from
one batch to another. Even
oneindividual ball can be dif-
ferent to another,” Jajodia
said, addingthat theyjustcan-
not be like machine-made
balls. But the process remains
the same.

Iftheballis considered too
hard this year, it was the op-
posite last English summer
when runs were flowing dur-

Ithink there’sa

different
lacquer to them.I’ve
not got evidence on
that. They don’t want
them to go out of
shape and get them
changed.”

JOEROOT,
ENGLAND CAPTAIN

ing the series against India.
The complaint then was that
the balls were too soft and
going out of shape quickly.

“IfImadeareally hard ball,
it would have broken bats...,"
Jajodia had told this publica-
tion at the time. Ironically

New Delhi

That's

nonsense.
There's nothing
different with the
balls. This is made
out of natural raw
materials. There is
always variation...”

DILIP JAJODIA,
OWNER, DUKES

enough, almost a year later,
that is what Root grumbled
about.

“As a batter, when you
practise, they’re cracking your
bats more frequently,” the sec-
ond-highestscorerin Test his-

tory said.

Root also talked about the
dentsmadebythe harderballs
onthe pitches, but the manu-
facturer dismissed the com-
plaint saying “That's been
going on for donkey's years.
This is not a new phenom-
enon.”

The weather has also
played a big role in batsmen
struggling during the series
against Pakistan.

When New Zealand played
thethree-match Testseriesin
June, it was shaping up to be
one of the hottest summers.
But the ongoing series has
seen frequent rain inter-
ruptions at Headingley and
Lord's.

“We've had the driest
summerinalongtimein Eng-
land. And then suddenly we
had rain. So within two Test
matches, there were totally
different conditions,” Jajodia
observed.

“The conditions are vari-
ablebutmyjobistobeascon-
sistent as possible with the dif-
ficulty of the nature of the
product.”
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Breaking the bank

Shuvaditya Bose
New Delhi, September 2

JOHAN CRUYFF never lived to
see a bag of money score a goal.
This summer, Premier League
clubs spent £3.528 billion, per
TheAthletic, tryingto prove him
wronganyway.

When the window closed in
the late hours of Monday, it did
so with a new landmark — the
highest transfer expenditure in
asingle window in the history of
the sport. It eclipsed last year's
mark of £3.14 billion —itselfthe
first time any window had
crossed the £3 billion threshold.
For context, the other members
of Europe's so-called 'big five' —
Spain'sLaLiga, Germany's Bun-
desliga, Italy's Serie A and
France's Ligue 1 — spent a com-
bined £2.44 billion.

The Indian Express analyses
how the traditional big guns of
the richest league have fared in
the window.

Arsenal:
Where’s the striker?

Mikel Arteta's team barely
put a foot wrong the previous
season.

Theoneblemish, ifoneisde-
termined to find one, was the
gap between attackand defence
— Arsenal conceded fewer goals
than anyone, yet ranked only
third in expected goals, behind
aChelseasidethat finished 10th
inthetable.

Inaccordance, attackerswere
yearned for, but they could only
acquire one — Greek winger
Christos Tzolis, from Club
Brugge, for £34 million. With Ga-
briel Martinelli (transferyettobe
finalised), Gabriel Jesus and
Leandro Trossard all shown the
door, the club'sattacking options
look thinner than in last season.

Chelsea:
Age equals experience

The Blues were involved ina
chaotic now-you-have-him-
now-you-don't deadline-day
saga involving AS Monaco mid-

fielder Lamine Camara. Event-
ually, they didn'thave him. What

EPL clubs spend £3.528 bn, the highest transfer expenditure
in a single window; Arsenal may rue lack of a top striker as
other contenders look for resources to dethrone them

£125 mn

Barcola: PSG to Liverpool

they do have, though, is 11 new
players through the Cobham
doors. headlined by £117-million
recruit Morgan Rogers. The
morerevealing story wasaquiet
retreat from the club's youth-first
doctrine. Goalkeeper Emiliano
Martinez, midfielder Jordan
Henderson and striker Danny
Welbeck arrived with a com-
bined age of105and acombined
price tag of just £12.5 million.
On the other side of the
ledger, the club became the first
in England to post more than
£500 million in sales in a single

Prize Man City paid for Enzo
Fernandez, a British record.

|_...!1 J -

Rogers: Villato Chelsea

window, with Enzo Fernandez's
£125 million exit doing most of
the heavy lifting.

Liverpool:
One big arrival

Liverpool talked to everyone
and signed almost no one. De-
spite being linked with a seem-
ingly endless list of targets, new
manager Andoni Iraola will start
the season with only four new ar-
rivals, the marquee name being
French winger Bradley Barcola,
signed from Paris Saint-Ger-
main. The other Ligue 1 acquisi-

' £3.52bn

Cumulative spend of Premier
League clubs — highest ever

Tzolis: Brugge to Arsenal

tion was Rennes defender Je-
remy Jacquet.

The numbers in the out-
goings column are not reflected
in the sales figure that the team
generated, with many notable
players — none more so than
Mohamed Salah, the club's
third-highest goal-scorer of all
time —leavingon a free transfer.

Manchester City:
Price no bar

City made two of the mar-
ket's four nine-figure signings,
determined that life after Pep

Balogun scraps transfer to Everton: Report

Reuters
September 2

FOLARIN BALOGUN didn't
end up joining Everton of the
Premier League on Tuesday at
the transfer deadline, and
multiple media reports indi-
cated that the United States
men's national team forward
was the one who withdrew
from the proposed move.

AS Monaco, Balogun's cur-
rent team, and Everton re-
portedly were in discussions for
several days, and the 25-year-
old striker headed to Liverpool
to take his physical exam with
Everton

According to The Athletic,
Everton spotted something in
the medical exam that
prompted a renegotiation with
Monaco over the transfer fee.
Everton requested an exten-

sion of the transfer deadline to
complete the move, but
then Balogun opted notto con-
tinue with the move, per
multiple media reports.

The amount of the transfer
would have been between $53.2
million and $54 million, with
add-ons of around $5.8 million,
The Athletic reported.

Balogun scored twiceinthe
United States’ opening victory
of the World Cup against Para-
guay then added a goal in the
round of 32 against Bosnia and
Herzegovina. In that latter
match, Balogun was shown a
red card in the 64th minute, a
decision that wound up mak-
ing international waves.

Controversy ensued when
Balogun’s one-game suspen-
sion was lifted and he was able
to play in the United States’
round of 16 match against Bel-

Folarin Balogun will be staying
at AS Monaco. ap

gium. President Donald Trump
announced that he had called
FIFA president Gianni In-
fantino to appeal on Balogun's
behalf, though Infantino de-
nied Trump had anythingtodo
with the decision to reinstate
Balogun.

The U.S. lost 4-1 to the Bel-

gians and were eliminated
from the World Cup.

Over the past three seasons
with Monaco, Balogun scored
31 goals with nine assists in 91
matches (67 starts) across all
competitions. He played in the
Premier League with Arsenal
during the 2021-22 season and
had loan spells at Middles-
brough in the English Cham-
pionship and Reims in France
before his move to Monaco.

A native of England to Ni-
gerian parents, Balogun was
born in New York, which quali-
fied him to play for the United
States.

Balogun's near-move to
Everton came after various re-
portsin the offseason indicated
potential moves to Tottenham,
Aston Villa, Barcelona, Paris
Saint-Germain, Sunderland
and Crystal Palace..

-INCENTIVE TO WIN

Korea wrestling prez announces pork
gift hampers for Asian Games winners

Express News Service
Mumbai, September 2

KOREA WRESTLING Feder-
ation President Kim Ik-heon
has turned to desperate
measures to prop up its belea-
guered wrestlingsquad headed
to the Aichi Nagoya Asian
Games. Yonhap News reported
that Korean gold medalists in
wrestling, would receive a pork
gift-set every month for two
years should theyland atop the
podium at Aichi-Nagoya dur-
ing the September 19 - October
4 Asian Games.

Ik-heon, the federation
president, owns a pork process-
ing plant called Sankjuyakgan
headquartered in Sangju,
Gyeongsangbuk-do, South
Korea. It specialisesin a chilled
pork processing that he pat-
ented called "persimmon-fed
pork" (Gam-meogun-doeji)
which was developed in collab-
oration with Kyungpook Na-
tional University.

His spontaneous offer came
after the coach, aformer Olym-
pic champion and a bunch of
wrestlers broke down at a see-

off ceremony with their medal
winning prospects looking
bleak after the usual chaos that
flights wrestling — corruption
and demotivated wrestlers.
Ik-heon also announced the
silver and bronze medal
winners would receive the pork
gift-set every month for one
year, half of the gold winners.
Yonhap quoted him in an
impassioned speech saying,
“People in the sport have only
been worried about their vested
interests; instructors have been
too casual in their response,
and athletes have been a mess
mentally. We cannot afford to
just keep saying we will get back
on our feet. We all have to look
at ourselves in the mirror.”
This was followed by the an-
nouncement of the pork gifts.
Followers of K Dramas will
be familiar with pork-based
comfort food, grilled belly Sam-
gyeopsal and Donkatsu cutlets.
The KWF has set its sights
on winning at least one gold
medal, one silver and six
bronze medals at this year’s
Asian Games, as per Yonhap.
Korean wrestling has sunk

Korean wrestling
has sunk since Rio
Games, with Tokyo
2020 Olympics
beingthefirsttimeit
Jailedtoreachthe
podium since1972.
Paris drew a blank
too

since Rio Games, with Tokyo
2020 Olympics being the first
time it failed to reach the po-
dium since 1972. Paris drew a
blank too.

At the last Asiad in 2023 in
Hangzhou, Koreamanaged just
two bronze medals, its worst
performance in 57 years.

An Han-bong, the 1992
Olympic gold medalist who
now coachesthe national team,
broke down in tears urging his
athletes at the ceremony, to
change the script at Aichi-Na-
goya Asian Games and step up
to deliver medals.

At the Jincheon National
Training Center, Han-bong

said, “We have our backs
against the wall.Thope our ath-
letes will go out and prove that
Korean wrestling is not dead.”

In response, the wrestlers
vowed to flip the narrative.

“I think everyone here has
the same goal as our coach,”
Greco Roman 60 kg wrestler
ChungHan-jaetold Yonhap, as
the reigning Asian Games
bronze medallist who has
moved up to 67kg . “I want to
win gold and show how good
Korean wrestling is.”

This was followed by
wrestlers unfurling a Taegeukgi,
the South Korean national flag,
with words of their resolution
and goals written on it after the
no-medal performance at the
2024 Olympics.

The flagtravelswith themto
all international competitions
over the pasttwoyearsasarem-
inder of the hurt.

“I'want to win gold and cel-
ebrate by wrapping my body in
this flag,” Kim Min-seok, who
won bronze in the men's 130kg
Greco-Roman event at the last
Asian Games, was quoted as
saying by Yonhap.

Guardiola should not mean a
slide into mediocrity. Enzo Fer-
nandez's acquisition from Chel-
sea, for £125 million, becamethe
British record fee, while Elliot
Anderson briefly became the
most expensive English player
for £116 million, before being
pipped by Rogers.

Ayyoub Bouaddi,amongthe
2026 FIFA World Cup'sstandout
performers, is another impor-
tant facet of their tri-faceted
midfield makeover, necessitated
by the exit of Ballon d'Or and
World Cup winner Rodri.

Manchester United:
Leftis not right

Havingearned areturntothe
UEFA ChampionsLeagueaftera
two-season hiatus, Manchester
United were expected to spend
heavily. They did not.

Liketheirneighbours, thered
half of Manchester focused on a
midfield rebuild, signing the trio
of Youri Tielemans, Andrey San-
tosand Carlos Baleba foracumu-
lative £148 million. But as with
Arsenal, gaps remain — most
alarmingly at left-back, where
Michael Carrick is left choosing
between an injury-prone Luke
Shaw and 19-year-old Harry
Amass.

Tottenham Hotspur:
Awaiting returns

Spurs are currently placed at
the very bottom of the Premier
League points table, with their
scouts being more active than
their players in front of the goal
thusfar. Robertode Zerbi'shead-
line arrivals were Italian mid-
fielder Sandro Tonali, for £100
million, and Mateus Fernandez,
for £85 million — further proof
that thiswasthe summertobea
midfielder available for transfer
in England.

The attacking additions in-
vite more scrutiny. Manchester
City pair Savinho and Omar
Marmoush arrive having scored
a combined 12 Premier League
goalsbetween them, while Chel-
sea's Mykhailo Mudryk hasn't
kicked a ball in a competitive
game in 20 months.
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US Open: Zverev rallies in five

setstoavo

Associated Press
New York, September 2

ALEXANDER ZVEREYV rallied
just in time to avoid becoming
the first men’s No. 1seed tolose
in the first round of a Grand
Slam tournament since 2003,
edging Lorenzo Sonego 6-4, 3-
6,6-7(7),7-5,6-4inaU.S. Open
match that ended Wednesday
morning.

Zverev couldn’t cash in on
repeated chances to break Son-
ego’s serve for much of the
night and was in danger of be-
coming the first top-seeded
man to fall in his first match in
a major since Ivo Karlovic beat
Lleyton Hewitt at Wimbledon
in 2003.

It hasn’t happened at the
U.S. Open since Stefan Edberg
lost to Alexander Volkov in
1990. Zverev finally broke
through against Sonego’s serve
late to pull out the match in 4
hours, 52 minutes. “Nearly five
hours for a first round, I think
this is the longest first-round
match I've ever played in my
life,” Zverev said. “So, credit to
him. He played amazing tennis
today, would have beaten a lot
of players for sure, but I'm
happy to be through.”

Zverev won his first major
title at the French Open, lost to
top-ranked Jannik Sinner in
the Wimbledon final, then be-
came the No. 1 seed in a major
for the first time when Sinner
had to withdraw from the U.S.
Open with a right knee injury.

Zverev is 7-0 against Son-
ego, an Italian who came in 1-9
against top-10 men in Grand
Slams. But Sonego’s speed
around the court allowed him
to track down balls that on
other nights would have been
winners, and he came up with
enough clutch serves to make
Zverev just 5 for 22 on break
points for the match.

The German broke when
Sonego served for the third set
at5-4 and seemed tobe in good
shapein the tiebreaker when he
hit consecutive serves of 133
mph and 141 mph to take a 7-6
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Alexander Zverev won his opening match 6-4, 3-6, 6-7(7), 7-5, 6-4. ap

lead. Sonego won the next two
pointstotakethelead and Zve-
rev then double-faulted to end
the set.

Zverev then broke for a 3-2
lead in the fourth set, but Son-
egoraced from corner to corner
of the courtin the next gameto
break right back. Sonego then
got within two points from win-
ning the match with a 5-4 lead,
but Zverev held serve and then
broke to go ahead 6-5.

Sonego had his hand or
wrist checked before the start of
the final set.

He appeared OK afterward
but Zverev got the break he
needed to grab a 3-2 lead and
stayed ahead from there. Zve-
rev advanced to face Quentin
Halysinthe second round, and
the 2020 U.S. Open runner-up
wasn’t disappointed that he
needed to work so hard to get
there.

“Actually I'm happy that I
won thiskind of battle because
this exactly the match that I
needed,” he said. “I struggled
the last two tournaments, I did-
n’t play well and sometimes
good things happen after you
fight through one of these
matches. So I’'m hoping that
will be the case for me at this
tournament.”

King Richard actor
TheaFrodin once had to hit
like Serena Williams in a movie.
On Tuesday at the U.S. Open,
she showed some pretty good
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power of her own in real life.

The 17-year-old from Cali-
fornia lost to No. 2 Elena Ry-
bakina 6-3, 6-2 while playing
her first WTA Tour match in a
Grand Slam tournament.

Frodin fired 11 aces, nearly
doubling up one of the best
servers in women’s tennis. She
said her movie role in which
she had to swing like Williams,
the23-time Grand Slam singles
champion, doesn’t mean she
feels pressure to show extra pop
off the racket.

“IfeelI have alwaysbeen an
aggressive player. That’s always
been kind of my game, justtobe
aggressive,” the 6-foot Frodin
said. “Obviously my height
gives me the chance to serve
bigger.”

In the 2021 film “King Ri-
chard,” Frodin was the body
double for actor Demi Single-
ton, who played the younger
Williams sister. Frodin earned
the opportunity to audition
after winning singles, doubles
and mixed doubles sectional
titles at the 10-and-under level
in California and then spent six
months working on set.

Frodin played her way into
the U.S. Open by winning the
USTABillie Jean King Girls’18s
National Championships to
earn a wild card. She quickly
gained more attention than
that type of player usually gets
because of her “King Richard”
experience, but thought she
handled that well.
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